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The Epiſtle Dedicatorie, 


A good thing the more common it is the more commedable & better 
1 (eſpecially being requeſted therevnto) for the comfort and profit 
of all true Engliſh chriſtians, I haue made that common to all, which 
afore was priuate, but to a fewe. e ſay in our common prouerbe that 
ood wine neede no Iute buſt c naked truth barely vttered with- 
out any filed phraſes of fine eloquẽce, is it ſelf ſuffictently comends 
ble. And thu worke(howſimplie ſoeuer I haue tranſlated it,yet not- 
hn ithſtandiug fai thfully )being written by the holy Apeitle x dv 
with Gods ſſirit, & expounded by ſo notable a father of the Church, 
cannot but carry with it amongſt all good men ſufficient credite . I 
bane therefore preſumed „Not on Fo preſent it vnto Jour kororable 
View,but alſo vnder your name, as a ſufficient ſhrelde againſt al in- 
iuries to publiſh it vnto al. Moſt humbly beſeeching your honor with 
your accuſtomed fauour to accept theſe firit frites of my trauels & 
not to meaſure the ſimplenes of the gift with the worthines of your 
owne perſon but rather to reſpect the good will and willin 14 deſire 1 
had in moſt humble maner by al dutie poſſible to gratiſie your honor, 
So ſhall I not only be encouraged , to the vttermoſt of my ſimple [kill 
to employ my ſelfe to the profit of others: but alſo 45 afore by generall 
dutie,ſo now by particular benefite I hall be bound to pray for the 
preſeruation of our honor in health, and in creaſe of algnitie, Codli- 
nes, vertue, and all heauenly happines. The Almighty mul- 
ply his graces pon you,and grant you as many proſ* 
perous yeares as vertuous & godly properties 
(and both infinite )that here you may liue 
long to bus glory 077 hereafter liue 
for euer, to your one euerla- 


ing comfort. 


Your Honors in all humble dutie- 
WILLLIAM BE CEKRTr. 
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phroditus, that they were ſpeedily to be confirmed: leſt they 
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THE ARGVMENT OF 


the epiſtle of S, Paule written 


vnto the Philippians. 


=&, T is manifeſt, that Philippos is a citie of 
MN Macedonia , ſituate in the borders of 

\ Thracia: in whoſe fieldes Pompeius was 
vanquiſhed by Ceſar, & after ward Bru- 
tus and Caſſius ouercome by Antonius 
Goo. and — . Thus the ry rapes of 
tue Romanes, by two notable battells, 
made the place famous. When Paule by a viſion was come 
into Macedoma, lie layd the foundation of the Church firſt 
in that citic, as Lube recordeth in the 16. of the Acts, and 12. 
verſe: the which, how it did not onely continue conſtantly 
in the faith , but alſo by continuance of time, numbers of 
men,and going forward in vertue,it was encreaſed, this epi- 
{tle doth teſtifie. Furthermore this was the cauſe, why Paule 
did write vnto the Philippians, when they by Epaphroditus 
their Paſtor , had ſent vnto him thoſe thinges that were 
needefull for him in bonds, to preſerue life, and for other ex- 
traordinary charges: it is no doubt but Epaphroditus as well 
opened vnto him the eſtate ofthe Church, as was a perſwa- 
der to ſupply thoſe things, whereof they were to be admo- 
niſhed. For it appeareth that they were tempted of falſe 
prophets, which at that time wandered all abroad to cor- 
rupt ſound doctrin : but becauſe they perſiſted in the truth, 
Paule commendeth their conſtancie, yet being mindfull of 
the frailtie that is in men, and admoniſhed perhaps by Epa- 


ſhould againe fall, he ioy neth ſuch admonitions, as he knew 
B. 1. were 


. 


2 Tur ARGYMENT, 


were conuenient for them. And firſt of all hauing teſtified. 


the kinde affection of his mind toward them, whereby he 
might procure crethtez he ſpeaketh of him ſelfe, and of his 
owne bondes, that they ſhould not faint, becauſe they ſawe 
him taken priſoner,and in daunger of his life. Therefore he 
ſheweth that it is ſo far of, that thereby the glorie of the Go- 
ſpell ſhould be diminiſhed , that it was rather an argument 
to confirme it: and together with his owne example, lie ex- 
horteth them to be readye to endure all things: at length 
with an exhortation vnto vnitie and patience, he conclu- 
deth the firſt chapter. But becauſe ambitionis for the moſt 

art a continuall mother of diſſention, whereof it commeth 
to paſle,that there is a doore open to newe and ſtrange do- 
ctrines: in the beginning of the ſecond chapter, he earneſt- 
ly beſeecheth them, that they would preferre nothing be- 
fore humilitie and modeſtie: and vnto that he vſeth many 
arguments. And that he might the better kee pe them in 
their dutie, he promiſeth that he will ſend Timotheus vnto 
them ſhortly : yea he putteth them alſo in hope of his one 
comming: afterward he excuſeth the tarying of Zpephred:- 
Ne. In the third chapter, he inueigheth againſt the falſe pro- 
phets, and refutcth as well their vaine boaſtings, as the do- 
Arine of circumciſion, which they vrged : againſt all their 
inventions, he oppoſeth onely Chriſt : againſt their arro- 
gancie, he oppoſeth as well his owne former life, as his pre- 
ſent purpoſe, wherein did ſhine the image of Chriſtian god- 
lines. And this he aduertiſeth vs to be the ſcope of our per- 
fection. (Whether thorough out all our life we muſt ſtriue to 
come) to communicate with Chriſtin [us death, and in his 
reſurrection: and he proucth it by his owne example. The 
fourth chapter he beginneth with particular admonitions, 
and forthwith deſcendeth into generall. And he concludeth 
the epiſtle with a teſtimonie of his thankefulnes toward 
the Philippians, leſt they ſhould thinke that ill beſtowed, 
which they had employed to the relecuing of his nece(si= 


tie. 
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A COMMENTARIE OF 


IOHN CALVINE VPON 
THE EPISTLE OF PAVLE 
vnto the Philippians. 


2 W. Luleand r imo the us, ſeruant. of I eſus C hrifl,to all 
the Sainfes in Chriſt Ieſas, which are at Phi- 
125 lippos,with Biſhops and Deacons. 

2 Grace be with you,and peace from God our father, and from 
our Lord Jeſus Chritt. 

3 Ithankemy God in all remembrance of you. 

4 Alas in all my prayers, praying for you all with toy, 

5 For your fellowſhip in the G fell om the firft day vntill 
nowe. 

6 Being thus perſwaded that he that hath begunne 4 good 
é in ou, will finsſh it vnto the dy F icſus Chriſt. 


Cap. 1. 


ele Ding that it was Paule his tu- 

A dome to wiite his title, to pzocure moze cre- 

g dite vnto him ſelfe and his miniſterie: he ne- 
Sy: þ 2 ded no farther woꝛds of commendation vnto 
et Philippiane, who had tried him to be the 
true Apoſtle of Chꝛiſt, and did yet acknowledge it without 
confrou:rſie : ſoꝛ conſtantlꝑ and in an even courſe they had 
gone ſoꝛward in the calling of God. Biſhops , Ye nameth 
the Paſto2s ſeuerally foꝛ honors ſake, Poꝛeouer, hereot᷑ we 
map gather, that the name of a Biſhop is common to all the 
miniſters of the woꝛd, ſince that he doth attribute mo Bi⸗ 
ſhops vnto one Church. A Biſhop and a Paſtoꝛ therefo2e 
ſigniſie one thing. And this place among the reſt is one, 
which Hicrom doth cite to pꝛoue the ſame thing, in his epi⸗ 
Me to Euagriue, and in hiserpoſitionvpon the epiſtle to J. 


tus. Afterward it gre we to a cuſtome, that whome the El⸗ 
N 25,2, ders 
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ders in their ſenerall Churches had ſet ouer their congrega⸗ 
tion, he alone ſhould be called a Biſhop, not withſtanding 
that pꝛoceded from the cuſtome of men, and dependeth not 
vpon the authozitie of the Scripture. Pet J confeſſe,as 
the wittes and manners of men are nowe, there can no oꝛ⸗ 
der ſtand among the miniſters of the woꝛde, except one be 
ſette ouer the reſt. J ſpeake of the ſeuerall bodies of the 
Church, not of whole pꝛouinces, much leſſe of the whole 
woꝛld: notwithſtanding although we muſk not contend a⸗ 
bout wozdes, pet it were farre better, in ſpeaking to follow 
the Holie Ghoſt, being the Authoz of tongues , than to 
change the foꝛmes ofſpeaking ſet downe by him, foꝛ woꝛſe. 
Foz of the coꝛrupt ſignification of the worde, this enill 
haue enſued: that, as though all Elders were not fellows 
es called to the ſame office, one vnder the col our of this 
newe name, haue challenged vnto him ſelfe a dominion o⸗ 
uer the reſt. Deacons. This name map be taken two man⸗ 
ner of waies, either foz the collecto2s and pꝛouiders foꝛ the 


poꝛe, oꝛ foz the Elders that were appointed Cenſoꝛs of their 


manners: but becauſe it is moꝛe vſed by Paule in the fo2- 
mer ſence, J rather vnderſtande houſholders, who were 
chicfe in receiuing and diſtributing of the almes. 

2 Grace be with you and peace. Nothing is moꝛe to be wi⸗ 
ſhed foꝛ, than that God ſhould be fauourable vnto vs, which 
is ſignified by Grace: then that from him pꝛoſperitie, and god 
ſucceſſe in all things ſhould p2oce&de , which is ſignified vn⸗ 
der the woꝛd Peace. Foz howbeit all things ſeme to pleaſe 
vs: if God be angry, euen the very blelling is turned into a 
turſe. Therekłoꝛe the god will of God, is the onely foundati⸗ 


on of our happines, whereby it commeth to paſſe, that we 


eniop true and perfect pꝛoſperitie:and euen by aduerſitical- 
ſo, our ſaluation groweth foꝛ ward. Moꝛeouer, whereas he 
pꝛaieth Peace from God, we vnderftand that whatſoener 
godnes happen vnto vs. it is the fruite of God his liberali⸗ 
tie. Neither muſt we omit, that he alſo pꝛaieth foꝛ thefe god 
things, krom our Lozd Xeſus Chzilt, Foz wozthily is this 
y0nag 
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hono2 giuen vnto him, who is not onely the miniſter and 
diſpoſer of his fathers bountie toward vs, but alſo wozketh 
all things tointly together with him, Pet the Apoſtle would 
note p2operly,that all the benefits of God doe come vnto vs 
thozough him. There are ſome that by the wo2d Peace, had 
rather vnder ſtand the peace of conſcience, in the which ſig⸗ 
nification, J deny not, but it is ſometimes vſed. But ſince it 
is certaine, that the Apoſtle would here knit vp the ſumme 
ofall god things, the fozmer interpꝛetation which is giuen 
by Bucere, is moꝛe connentent, Zherefoze willing to wiſhe 
the ſumme of all happines vnto the godly, he commeth vnto 
the fountaine it ſelfe, namely vnto ths grace of God: which 
alone doth not onely bꝛing vs eternall bleſlednes, but is the 
cauſe of all god things in this life, 

3 1 thankeGeod. He beginneth with a gratulation foz 
two cauſes, that by this reaſon he might pꝛoue his lone to 
the Philippians, and by pꝛaiſing thoſe thinges that are paff, 
might erhozt them hereafter to goe foꝛ ward. The other argu⸗ 
ment of his lone, he ſetteth do wne to be 5 carefulnes, which 
he expꝛeſled in his pꝛaiers. Here we muſt note, that as oft as 
he maketh mention of topfull things, fozthwith he burſteth 
foꝛth into a thankeſgiuing, which cuſtome ſhould alſo be fa⸗ 
miliar vnto vs. It is alſo to be noted fo2 what cauſe he gi⸗ 
ueth thanks vnto God, namelp foꝛ the fellowſhip of the Ph1- 
lippians in the Goſpel of Chzilt:foz thereof followeth that it 
mult be acknowledged to haue bene receiued of the grace of 
God.Uhere he ſaith, /» al remembrance of you, that ſignifie,as 
oft as Jremember pou.Alwares in all my praiers. Joyne the 
woꝛds thus, Pꝛaping alwates fo2 youall in all my pꝛaiers. 
Fo2 as befoze he ſayd the remembꝛantce of them was p cauſe 
of his toy ; ſo now he addeth, that they are in his mind when 
he pꝛaieth. After he addeth, that he maketh his pꝛayer foz 
them with toy. Joy is referred to the time paſt, pꝛaper tothe 
time future: ſoz he did reiopce in their happp beginnings, but 
wiſhed their perfection, Do it behoueth vs alwaies to reioite 
fo; the benefits of God, Which we haue receiued, that we 
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might remember to defire of him thoſe things which as yet 
we want, 5 For your fellowſhip. Nowe omitting the other 
clauſe, he ſheweth what his toy is: namely, becauſe they 
were come into the fellowſhip of the Goſpel,that is, they 
were made partakers of the Goſpell,which is wel knowen 
to be done by faith ; foꝛ the goſpel doth nothing pertaine vn⸗ 
to vs, that we ſhould enioy it, vntill it be receiued of vs by 
faith: although the name of fellowſhip may be referred vnto 
the common ſocietie of the ſainctes : as if hc ſhould ſay, they 
were gathered vnto al the ſonnes of God, into the faith of the 
Goſpel. Further when he ſaith, from the firft day, he tommen⸗ 
deth their readines , becauſe they ſhewed them ſelues eaſie 
to be taught, ſo ſone as the doctrine was pꝛopounded vnto 
them: this word vntill now doth note their perſenerance, 
We know what a rare vertue it is, bp and by to follow God 
when he calleth, e conffantly to go foꝛ ward vnto þ ende. Foz 


many men are flow,Fx hard to obey,x moꝛe do faint by light⸗ 
nes e inconſtancie. 6 Being thus perſwaded. To the argus 


ment ot his iop.he addeth the truſt he had cõceiued foz þ time 
of their life afterward : but come wil ſay: how dare men be 
ſo bold in ſuch weakenes of nature, among ſo many hinde⸗ 
rances-\lidings t downelfals, as to pꝛomiſe vnto them ſelues 
any thing touching to mo2row? Truly Paule did not gather 
this truſt from the tonſtancie & vertue of men, but onely of 
this, that God had declared his loue toward the Philippians. 
And this is altogether the true acknowledging of Cod his 
benefits, when of them we conceiue a matter fo hope wel fo 
the time after ward: foꝛ ſince they are teſtimonies both of his 
bountie, t of his father ly god will toward vs, what ingrati⸗ 
tude were it, from thence to receiue no confirmation of hope, 
t of his god wil toward vs? Adde hereunto that God is not 
like men, who can be weary with doing god, 02 dzawn d2p, 
that he can not. Therekoꝛe let 5 faithful exerciſe them ſelues 
in continuall meditation of God his benefits, that they may 
cheriſh e confirme the hope of v time to come: ⁊ alwaies let 
them repeate this ſpllogiſme with them ſelues . God neuer 

fozſaketh 
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ſoꝛſakethß wozks of his owne hands which he hath begun, 
as p; Pꝛophet witneſſeth. Ne are p wozke of his hands, ther⸗ 
foze he wil fintlh that he hath begun in vs. Ilan. 64.8. When 
A ſay we are þ wozke of his hands, do not take it oncly of 
his creatiõ, but by his vocation wherby we are adopted to be 
his ſons. Foz this is vnto vs a ſigne ot our elecio, that p loꝛd 
by his ſpirit hath effectually called vs vnto him ſelf. But here 
a queſtion is aſked, whether any man can be certaine of an 
other mans ſaluation 2 Foz Paule ſpeaketh not here of him 
ſelk, but of p Philippians, Janſwere, that euery man haue a 
farre other tertaintpe of his owne ſaluation, than of other 
mens: foꝛ y ſpirit of God is vnto me a witnes of my calling, 
as allo to cuery one ofthe elec ; touching others we haue no 
teſtimony, but from p outward effect of the ſpirit, p is ſo farrs 
as the grace of God do ſhewe it ſelfe foꝛth in them, vnto our 
knowledge. There is therefoze a great difference:fo2 the cer⸗ 
teinty of faith remaineth cloſe Win, t diſperſe not it ſelfto 8- 
thers;but wherſoeuer we behold, what tokens of God his e⸗ 
lection may be app2ebeded by vs, fozthwith we mult be ſtir⸗ 


red vp to conceiue a god hope, as wel leſt we ſhould be enui⸗ 


ous toward our neighbours, ⁊ depꝛiue them of y equal & gf- 
tle iudgement of loue: as alſo that they ſhould be thankfull 


vnto God, But this is a generall rule, as wel in vs as in o⸗ 


thers, that diſtruſting our owne ſtrength, we ſhould altsge⸗ 
ther depend vpon God only. nt! the day of Jeſus Chriſt, This 
is eſpeciaily to be vnder ſtod vnto the end of their ſtriuing, x 
that ſtriuing is ended by death: but becauſe the ſpirite is ſo 
wont to ſpeake iny ſcriptures, of 5̊ laſt comming of Chꝛiſt: 
it ſhall be better to extend the pzocading of grace, vato the 
reſurrettion of the fleſh : fo2 although they that are deliuered 
out of this moꝛtal body, fight no moꝛe with the luſtes of ths 
fleſh,+ are without daunger of the weapon (as they ſay) vet 
it ſhall be no abſurditie, if they be ſayd to be in the wap go⸗ 
ing fo2ward : foꝛ as yet they are not come whether they de⸗ 
fire, as pet thep doe not eniop that Happines and glo2ye 
which they haue hoped foz ; finally, that dape bath 95 pet 
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ſhined, which ſhould reueale the treaſures hidden in hope. 
So when we ſpeake of hope, we muſt alwaies turne our 


cies vnto the bleſſed reſurrection,as vnto a marke. 
7 As ii lecommeth me ſo to iudge of you all,becauſe I haue 


you in my bart, that jcu all were partakers of my grace, 
both in my bands , and in my defence, and cenfirmation of 


theG o Pell. 
8 For 6 od #6 my witnes how 7 deſre you all p in the boxels of 
Ieſus C hrſt. : 


9 Andthul pray, that our loue may abound yet more and 


more in kno ledge and in all iudement. 
10 That je may allow theſe things 3 are excellent, that ye 
may be Pure and without offence, vntill the day of C hriſt. 
11 Filled with the fruites of righteouſnes, which are by Ieſa 
C hrift vnto the glorie and praiſe of God. | 
7 As it becommeth me Foz we are malicious interpꝛeters 
of the gifts of God: we accompt none foz the ſonnes of God, 
but them in whome the true ſignes of godlines appeare, to 
whome the ſpirit of adoption ſheweth fozth him lelfe by his 
fruites. Ther foꝛe Paule ſayth: that equitie it ſelfc doth teach 
him this, that he ſhonld foz euer hope well of the Puhppi- 
ans, whome he ſawe to be iopned into the participation of 
grace with him ſelle. J haue not raſhly tranſlated this place 
other wiſe than Eraſmus , which the wiſe reader ſhall caſily 
perceiue: foz he rehearſeth what iudgement he had of the 
Philippians, which was the cauſe why he did hope well of 
them. Thereloꝛe he ſapth, that they were partakers with 
him of the ſame grace in his bands, and in his defence of the 
Golpell. 7s haue them in his hart, is to actumpt them ſuch in 
the in ward affection of his hart: foz the Piulippians to their 
power, were alwaies pꝛeſent with Paule, that ſo much as 
they could, they might be companions with him, to main⸗ 
taine the cauſe of the Goſpell. So though they were karre of 
in body, vet foꝛ their kind affection, which they had teſtified 


vnto him by all poſſible duties, he acknowledgeth them to be 


in bands with him. J haue you therefoze in my hart, that is 
ſincerely 


n | 
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Ancerely,and withont diſſembling. Trulp, not with a light 
and doabtiull opinion. Whome 2 Te partakers of my grace. 
In what thing? In bands, whereby the Goſpell is defended, 
Since he acknowledged them to be ſuch men, it was mete 
to hope well of them. F my grace, and in my bands . Lefoge the 
woz1ld this were ridiculous, to accompt impꝛiſonment fog a 
benefit of God, but if we truelp eſteeme it, it is no common 
honoz, where with God vouchlafeth vs, when we ſuffer per 
| ſecution ſoz his truth: neither in vaine was it ſayd; 1Eleſ- 
ſed ſhall you be when men ſhall all maner of wapes reuile 
| and trouble you foz my names ſake, Matth. 5.11. Let vs 
d therloꝛe remember that the fellowſhip of p cre qe of Chꝛiſt, 
as a ſingular grace of God, is with a cherefull and thanke⸗ 
full mind to be embꝛaced of vs. To his bands he addeth, 7%. 
defence and confirmation of the G oſpell that he might the better 
| expꝛeſſe how honozable a dutie the Lozv enioineth vs, when 
| he oppoſeth vs againſt his enimies, togiue teſtimonie vnto 
! bisGolpell.Fo2 it is as if he ſhould commaund vnto vs the 
| patronage of his Goſpell. Mith this cogitation Marty2s 
| being armed, haue bene able fo contemne all the rage of the 
wicked and fo ouercome all their tozments; And J would 
dio God this were in the mindes of all them, that are called 
| fo confeſſe the faith, that they are Patrons choſen by Chꝛiſt 
to pleade his cauſe. Foꝛ being ſtaped vpon ſuch a comfozt, 
they would be moze couragious than eaſily to be turned vn⸗ 
faithfully to fall from God. But ſome man will aſke here, 
whether the confirmation of the Goſpell depend bpon the 
conſtancie of men:? J anſwer, that the truth of God is ſfron- 
ger of it ſelfe, than that it needeth any other way to be vphol⸗ 
den. Fo2 we all are liers, yet God remaineth true:yet it is 
not abſurd, that weake conſciences by ſuch he lpes ſhould be 
confirmed, Therfo2e this kind of confirmation which Paule 
remembꝛeth, hath relation vnto men, as we learne by our 
; owne experience: this at the leaſt is come to paſſe by the 
flaughters of ſo many Martyꝛs, that the Goſpell is ſealed in 
eur harts as it were by ſo many ſeales. Whereoi W 
C. 1. | | 
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that of Tertullian: that their bloud is the ſerde of the Church, 


whome J alſo haue imitated ina verſe. 
Tic holy bloud of martyrd Saincts 


which God his honor defend, 
Is like the ſeede caſt into earth 
which great encreaſe forth ſend. 

8 Fer God is mywitnes, Nowe he declareth moꝛe plainly 
his loue foward them: foz pzofe whereof he addeth an 
othe:and that tuitly, becauſe we knowe how deare the buil⸗ 
ding bp ofthe Church is vnto God, It was very neceſſary, 
that the loue of Paule ſhould ſufficientlp be teſfified vnto 
the Philippians : neither is this of ſinall fozce to pꝛocure 
credite vnto the doctrine, when the people is perſwaded 
that they are beloued of their teacher. He calleth God to 
be a witnes ok the truth, who alone is truth, and to be a 
witnes of his affection, who alone is the ſearcher of the 
bartes. In this woꝛde De/ire , the ſpeciall woꝛde is put foz 
the generall: it is a ſigne of loue, becauſe we deſire the 
thinges we loue. 7» our bowells . He oppoſeth the bowells 
of Chꝛiſt vnto carnall affection, that he might ſignifie his 
lone to be holpe and godlye ; foz he that loueth accoꝛding to 
the fleſh , hath reſpec of his owne p2ofite , and may theres 
after accoꝛding to the alteration of things and time change 
his minde : in the meane ſeaſon he admoniſheth by what 
rule the affections of the faithful ſhauld be eramined: name⸗ 
ly, that foꝛſaking their owne will, they ſhould ſuffer Chꝛiſt 
to gouerne them. And certainly true loue can not p2oce&de 
from any other thing, than from the bowels of Chꝛiſt: and 
this p2icke ſhould not lightly touch vs: that Chꝛiſt doth af⸗ 
ter a ſoꝛt open his bowells, whereby he might cheariſh mu⸗ 
tuall loue amongeſt vs. 

9 Thu I pray, that your loue, ch . He commeth agapne 
vnto his pꝛaper, which by the waye he had in one worde 
touched afoꝛe. Me ſheweth them therefo2e the ſumme of 
thoſe thinges which he beſerched of God foꝛ them, that they 
them ſelues alſo by his example, might learne to pꝛape, and 

alpire 
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aſpire to the increaſe of theſe giftes. Whereas ſome doe 
take the loue of the Plulippians, fog the Philippians them 
ſe lues, as commonly barbarous men are wont to ſpeake: 
ſauing peur reuerence, pour wozſhip, it is abſurd : foz nets 
ther is there anye ſuch example extant in Paule, neyther 
had ſuch foliſhnes as pet tome into cuſtome, beſide the len⸗ 
tente ſhoulde not be full, and other wiſe the ſimple and na⸗ 
turall meaning of the woꝛdes doth very well agree: foʒ the 
true encreaſeof Chyifkfians, is when they goe fozward in 
knowledge and vnderſtanding, and afterward in lone; 
therefoze this woꝛde In, atcoꝛding to the phꝛaſe of the Be 
bꝛewe tongue, is taken here foz w., as J haue alſo tran⸗ 
llated it: except ſome had rather expound it, 3y that it ſhould 
ſigniſie the inſtrument, o2 the fozmall cauſe: fo2 the greater 
increaſe we make in knowledge, the moꝛe ſhould loue en⸗ 
treaſe in vs. Then the ſenſe were: that pour loue ſhoulde 
encreaſe acco2zding to the meaſure of pour vnderſfanding, 
All vnderftanding, is taken foz full and ſounde vnderſtan- 
ding, not foꝛ the vnderſtanding of all things. 

10 That ye may allome. The definition of Chꝛiſtian wiſe⸗ 
dome, is to knowe that that is to the purpoſe , oꝛ p2ofita- 
ble, not to diſquiet the witte in vapne ſubtilfies and ſpecu⸗ 
lations, foz the Loꝛde will not employe his ſeruantes vn⸗ 
pꝛofitably, leaſt they ſhoulde learne that which ſhoulde no- 
thing auaple them. Hereof pou map gather, in what eſti⸗ 
mation the diuinitie of the Soꝛbonicall Sophiſters is to be 
had, wherein i thou ſpendeſt thy whole like, thou ſhalt 
no moze be ediſied touching the hope of euerlaſting life, 
no2 reape anpe moꝛe ſpirituall pꝛofite, than out of the 
demonſtrations of Euclides. Truelp, although it did 
teache no falſe thing: pet fo2 this cauſe it ſhoulde wozthily 
be accurſed, becauſe the pzofaning of ſpirituall docrine, 
is verye daungerous: foz the Scripture as Paule ſayth , 
is p;ofifable, 2. Tim. 3. 16. There we can ſinde nothing 
but colde diſputations about frifles, 7hat ye may be pure This 
is th: p2ofit which we reape by knowledge, not thateuery 
C. a. man 
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man ſheuld craftilpe pꝛouide fo2 his owne eſtate, but t! 
we ſhould line Her na ran conſcience beſoꝛe God , 40 fol 
loweth: 4114 1 2rhort offence The COrelic WH2D + v is 
ol doubtful ſian ication . Glhry!oitome Both erpaunde if 
actincly ; that like as befoze God he would haue vs pure 
and innocent: ſa nowe befo2e men he would haue vs lea3e | 
an honeſt life: left by any euill examples they ſhould hurt? 
their neighbours. This J reiect not:pet in my iudgement, 
the paſſine ſignification agreth better with the tert: foz to 
this ende did he wiſh them wiledome , that with blameles 
Teppes they ſhould goe fo2 ward in their vocation, vntil the 
day of Ch:ilt; as contrariwiſe by ignoꝛanct it commeth to 
paſſe, that oftentimes we fall, ſtumble, and goe aſtrap. And 
how many offences Salan obtecteth vnto vs, which might 
either bꝛeake of our courſe, o2 hinder it, enery one of vs fo; 
him lelke haue erperience, 11 Filed with the fruites of righ- 
rcou/nes , This nowe pertaineth vnto the outward life: fo: 
a god conſcience bꝛingeth foꝛth her fruiteby her wozkes ; 
therefo2e he deſireth that they ſhould be fruitefull in god 
wo:kes, vnto the gloꝛie of God. Such fruites he ſapth are 
thoꝛough Chꝛiſt, becauſe they p2ocede from the grace of 
Chꝛiſt: foꝛ this is vnto vs the beginning of well doing, 
when we are ſanctified by his ſpirite: fo2 it reſted vponhim, 
that of his fulnes we all might recctue . And becauſe Paule 
here taketh a ſimilitude from tres: we are wild oliues and 
bnp2:ofitable , vntill we are inaraffed into Chziſt, who by 
his liuing rotz doth make vs fruitfull trees, accoꝛding to 
that in lohn. 15 1. J am the vine, pon are the bꝛanches. He 
ſheweth alſo the ende, that we ſhould ſerue to the gloꝛie of 
God:ſoꝛ no life is ſo excellent in ſhewe, which is not pollu⸗ 
ted, and ſtinketh befoꝛe God, except it be direged vnto this 
marke.Wheras Paule here nameth righteoulſnes of wozks, 
it maketh nothing againſt the free righteouſnes of faith: foz 
it doth not followe by and by that there is righteoulnes, 
where there are the fruites of righteonſnes, becauſe that“ 
righteouſnes befoze Sog is no other thing, than a lull and 
ound 
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ound cbedrence of the lawe, which is found in none ok the 
Dans; who notborthſk ding according to their meaſure 
of grace, doe bꝛing loꝛth god and ſwate fruites of righte⸗ 
oulnes: that is to ſay, becauſe Cod beginneth in vs righte⸗ 
ouſncs by the regeneration of his ſpirite: ſo that which 
wanteth, he ſupplieth by the remifion of ſinnes, that righ⸗ 
teouſnes neuertheles ſhou!daltogether depend vpon faith, 
12 I mould haue yo: knovee brethren , that the things n bich 
haue come vnte me, art turnid rathertothe furt heran 2 
ef the Goſpel! : | 
13 Fo that my bands in Chriſt are fails in all the indremens 
Hall, and [1 all other | [aces. 5 
1 +4 And 01411? of the brethren 171 the Tord, boldened by my 
bands, dare mor- frankely heake the nord without feare, 
4 5 Some thorough ene and Contenlion, and {i He al(; of good 
will preach Chriſt. 
16 Fome ] ſay of contention preach Chriſt, not purely, ſuppoſme 
ro adde more affir 4101 [9 my Lands ; | 
I7 But the other of lowe kno; ng.that [ am ſet or the defence 
of the Goſpe!l, 
12 1 would haue ou know. Me all haue erperience in our 
ſelues, how much the fleſh is wont to be offended by the hu⸗ 
militie of the croſſe Ne ſuffer Chꝛiſt to be pꝛeached vnto vs 
erucified, but when he appeareth with his croſſe, as if we 
were amnaſcd with ſome new fight, either we runne away, 
oꝛ arc aſtaid, and not onely in our owne perſons, but alſo in 
the perſons of them which deliuer the Goſpell vnto vs. Jt 
might haue happened vnto the P/111vpians, that by the per- 
ſetution of their 4poffle, they might ſomewhat haue bene 
caſt downe: and it is credible, that euill laboꝛers which ga⸗ 
ped foꝛ cucry litle occaũon to hurt, did not ceaſe to reio ce at 
the calamitie of the god man, and thereof did make his Go⸗ 
ſpell to be deſpiſed. And if by this meanes they could not 
Þ2clit,thep were ready to reuile hin, becauſe he was Hated 
ofthe whole world, and alſo o put a feat e into the Pinlip- 
Piuns, leaſt by his bmuckie fellow ip, they would procure 
. Inte 
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vnto them ſclues great enuie without cauſe amongeſt all 
men: foz theſe are the vſuall ſubtilties of ſatan, The apoſtle 
meeteth with this danger, whileſt he rehearſcth that the go⸗ 
ſpell is furthered by his bands. The ende therefoze of this 
narration, is to encourage the Philippians, that they ſhould 
not be afraid by his perſecution, 13 So that my bands. He 
put In Chriſt: fo, in the buſines 02 in the cauſe of Chʒiſt: foz 
he doth ſig niſie, that his bands were famous to extoll the ho- 


noꝛ of Chꝛiſt. Whereas ſome doe expound it by Chꝛiſt, it 


ſeemeth to be ſtrained, and J had rather haue it famous than 
maniteſt, becauſe the repozt of them bꝛought honoz to the 
Goſpell : as if he ſhould ſay , Satan went about this thing, 
and the vngodly thought it ſhould ſo come to paſſe, that the 
Goſpell ſhould be deſtroyed : but God hath made fruſtrate, 
as well his endeuo2s , as their hope, and that two manner 
of wapes: foz when befoze the Goſpell was obſcure and vn⸗ 
knowne vnto many, it is come to paſſe, that it is made ma- 
nifeſt:and not that onely, but alſo, that it is made famous, 
as well in the indgement hall, as in the reſt of the citie. 7e 
iudgement hall, In caſtrum Prætorum, J take foz the Court 
and Pallaice of Nero, which Fabius, and the wziters of 
that age, call Auguſtale. Foz when the name ok Prætor 
was in the beginning generall, and did ſigniſie all Pagi⸗ 
ſtrates that had chiefe gouernment, ( whereo? it came to 
paſſe, that the Dictator was called the chiefe Prætor) the 
cuſtome afterwarde remained: that in warre the tent ei⸗ 
ther of the Conſul, o2 of him that was Cencrall, was cal⸗ 
led Prætorium: hut in the titie, the pallaice of C/ar,of whom 
the Emperours toke their Ponarchie: otherwiſe Prætori- 
um is alſo called the Seſſion of the Prætor. Many of the bre- 
thren. By this example we are taught, that the verations of 
the ainctes which they ſuffer fo2 the Goſpell, is vnto vs a 
cauſe of confidence. It were in deede a terrible ſpectacle, and 
which would rather tende to exanimafe vs, if we ſhoulde 
onely beholde the crueltie and rage of the perſecufo2s ; buf 
whileſt the hande of the Lozde appeareth, which __—_ the 
nfirs 
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infirmitye of the croſſe, doth make his ſeruants inuincible, 
and to triumphe: truſting hereunto we mult be moze bolde 
than we are wont, hauing alreadye in the perſon of our 
bꝛethꝛen, the pledge of our victozie. The acknowledging heres 
of, ought to ouercome our feare,that in the middes of dangers 
we ſhould ſpeake without trembling. 15 Some truly. An 
other fruite of the bands ol Paule, becaufe not onely the bze- 
thzen were encouraged to ſtand ſtedfaſt in their faith, by his 
example, and others to ſtande in their eſfate , others werte 
made moze chearefull to teach: but alſo they that wiſhed him 
ill, by an other counſell were pꝛouoked to publiſh the Co⸗ 
ſpell. 

16 Some I ſay of contention. An explanation, whereby 
he declareth moze fully the fozmer ſentence : foz he repea⸗ 
teth two kindes of men, who by his bands were pꝛouoked 
to pꝛeache Chꝛiſt. Some were ſtirred vp by contention , 
that is by aneuill affection ; ſome other by a godly deſire, 
becauſe they together would take vpon them the defence of 
the Oolpell. Thep, heſayth, did not pꝛeach Chꝛiſt pure- 
lp, becauſe their zeale was not aright. Neither doe this 
pertaine vnto doctrine , becauſe it map be, that he that 
teacheth moſte ſincerely, is not of a ſincere minde, but 
that this was a cozruption of the minde, and did not 
appeare in doctrine , we maye gather out of the tert. 
Paule truelye woulde not willingly haue ſ&ene the Go⸗ 
ſpell diſſembled with: yet he teſtificth that he reiopceth in 
the pꝛeaching of theſe men, the which was neyther ſimple 
no2 ſincere, But a queſtion may be aſked, how ſuch pꝛea⸗ 
ching coulde hurt him? J aunſwere, that there are ma⸗ 
ny occaſions vnknowne vnto vs, who doe net conſider 
the cirtumſtances of tymes. Another queſtion is aſked, 
that ſince the Goſpell can not be pꝛeached but of them that 
dnder ſtande it, what cauſe moned them to perſecute that 
doctrine which they allowed. J aunſwere that ambition is 
blind, yea a furious beaſt: therefoꝛe it is no maruell, if falſe 
bꝛethꝛen doe take occaſion cut of the Coſpell, to diſquiet the 
god 


PPP 


16 A CouugNTARII Or I. Carving, 


god and faithfull Paſtoꝛs. And truly Paule hath ſayd no⸗ 
thing here, which my ſelfe haue not tried: fo2 as pet there 
line ſome at this day, who haue pꝛeached the Goſpetl with 
none other intent, than, that by perſecuting godly Paſto2s, 
they might pe&ld to the furie of the wicked. Touching Paule 
his enimies, it is not amille to marke, if they were Jewes, 
how mad their hatred was, that euen they foꝛ gat foz what 
cauſe they hated him: ſoꝛ whileit they were carried away 
by hatred to deſtroy him, they laboured in p2emoting the 
Goſpell, foz whoſe cauſe they were angry with him: buf 
they thought verily that the cauſe of Chꝛiſt chould either 
ſtand, oꝛ fall in the life of one man. But if they that were ſo 
ſeduced by ambition, were emulous among them ſelues: 
we muſt acknowledge the maruellous godnes of God, who 
notwithſtanding gaue ſuch ſucceſſe to their peruerſe ende⸗ 
uozs. 17 That 1 am ſet for the defence .- They that loued 
Chꝛiſt trulp, thought it a ſhame foꝛ them ſelues, if they did 
not iopne with Paule as companions, pleading his cauſe, 
and ſo we muſt doe: we mull (uccoz the ſeruants of Chꝛiſt 
being in diſtreſſe, as much as we map. Parke againe this 
manner of ſpeach, of the defence of the Goſpcll: foz ſince 
Chꝛiſt veuchſafeth vs ſuch honoꝛ, what ercuſe can we haue, 
if we be faint har ted in his cauſe 2 oꝛ what muft we loke 
fo2,if we betray it by our ſilence but that in like manner he 
ſhould foꝛſake our cauſe , who alone is our Aduocate and 
Patrone with God his father, 

18 Hat then 7 yer all maner of wales , whether vnder Pre- 
teuce, or truly C brift x preached: and in this I reioyce, 
and will reioyce. 

19 For I know,that this ſrall turne to my ſaluation, thorough 

our praier, aud by the helpe of the ſpirite of 1 eſus Chriſt, 

20 According to my expectation, and hope, that in nothing 1 

ſhall be aſhamed: but with all confidence, as alwates ſo 
now,Chriſt ſhall be magnified in my body, whether it be by 
life or death. 

21 Fer Chrift is to me both in life and in death aduantages 

18 Zet 
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18 Tet all maner of wates. Betauſe the wicked minde of | 
them, of whome he ſpake, might llaunder the grace of the | 
doctrine, he ſaith, that this is greatly to be eſteemed, becauſe 
that they pꝛomoted the Goſpell notwithſtanding, whatſoe⸗ 
uer their intent was: foꝛ God by cull end wicked inſtru⸗ 
ments ſometime bꝛingeth to paſſe an excellent wozke, 
There toꝛe he ſaith, he reiopceth fo2 ſuch ſucceſſe, becauſe he 
was contented with this onlp, to ſee the kingdome of Chzilt 
encreaſe, As when we did heare that the vncleane dogge 
Charles, at Auenion and in other places, did ſowe the ſerdes 
of pure doctrine in manie mens hearts, we gaue thankes 
vnto God, who vſed this naughtie and deſperate var let vn⸗ 
to his owne gloꝛie. And at this day, we reioice that the 
courſe of the Goſpell is pzomoted by manie, who haue a 
far other purpoſe, But although Paule did reioice foz the 
encreaſe of the Goſpell, yet would he neuer haue oꝛdained 
ſuch miniſters, if if had beene in hys power, We muſt ther 
foꝛe reioice, if by the bngodly God wozketh any god: yet we 
muſt neither place ſuch in the miniſterie, noꝛ accompt them 
fo2 the lawfull miniſters of Chꝛiſt. 19 For I knowe. Wes 
cauſe ſome did publiſh the Goſpell, fo pꝛocure enuie vnto 
Paule, that they might the moze incenſe the crueltic ofhys 
enemies againſt him: he anſwereth by a Præocupation, that 
their wicked purpoſes ſhall not hurt him, becauſe God will 
turne them to a tontrarp end, as if he ſhould ſap: Although 
they imagine my deſtruction, vet J truſt that all their pꝛa⸗ 
niſes ſhall do nothing elſe, but that Chꝛiſt in me may bee 
gloziffed, which turneth vnto my ſaluation. Fo2 that hee 
ſpeaketh not of the ſafetic of his bodie, it is cnident by that 
which follow, But from whence had Paule this confidence? 
trucly from that which he teacheth Rom. 8, 28. Unto the 
true wo2ſhippers of God all things helpe to their god, al⸗ 
5 though the whole wo2ld with their P2ince the Diuell con- 
; ſpire their deſtruction. 2) your prayer. That he might the 

| moꝛe eat neſtly pꝛouoke them to pꝛap, he affirmeth, that he 


truſteth the Lozd will graunt it by their pꝛaiers. Peyther 
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doth he diſſemble: foꝛ he that repoſeth ſuccour in the pꝛap⸗ 
ers of the Datnces , capeth vpon the pꝛomiſe of God: and 
yet nothing is derogated from p free godnes of God, wherby 
our p2aycrs and ſupplications are made. Aud hy the belpe 
of the Spirite. Left we ſhoulde thinke that becauſc he ioy⸗ 
neth theſe two thinges in the tert, therefo2e they are equal: 
the ſentence muſt therefo2e thus be reſolued: J knowe that 
all this ſhall turne to my ſaluation by the furtherance of the 
lpirite, you helping by pour p2ayers : ſo that the furthes 
rance of the ſpirite is the efficient eauſe, and pꝛaper an ins 
ferioꝛ helper . The p2opertie alſo of the Gre&ke woꝛde is to 
be noted: fo2 it is called #2, that is, when that is ſup- 
plyed which is wanting, acco2ding to which ſignification, 
the ſpirite of God powꝛeth vpon vs all thinges whereof we 
are deſtitute. He nameth The pirite of Ieſas Chrift, to ſigni- 
fie that he is common vnto vs all, ik we be Chꝛiſtians, 
becauſe the ſpirite was powzed vpon him in all fulnes, that 
he might diſtribute to euery one of his members, accozding 
to the meaſure of his grate, ſo much as is expedient. 

20 According to my expectation. If anie thoulde obiect, 
whence haue you this knowledge: he aunſwereth from 
hope: foꝛ ſince it is tertaine that God will not ſuffer our 
hope to be fruſttate, our hope muſt in no caſe be doubtkull. 
Therkoꝛe let the godly reader marke diligently this aduerb, 
According, that he may ſo certainly be reſolued with him 
ſelfe, that it can not be, but the Lozde muff aunſivere our 
erpectation, which is grounded in his woꝛde: fo2 he pꝛomi⸗ 
ſeth that he will neuer foꝛſake vs, no not in the middeſt of 
all toꝛments, if at anye tyme we be called to the confeſſi- 
on of his name: therefoꝛe let all the godly hope by the ex⸗ 
ample of Paule, and they ſhall not be aſhamed. 1h 4 
confidence. We ſe that by hoping, he doth not peeld to the 
deſires of the fleſhe, but lubmitteth his hope to the pꝛomiſe 
of God 1 hriſt, he ſapth, Hall be mag n iſied in my bodye 7 whe⸗ 
ther it be by life, or death. Although expꝛeſſing his bodye * 


namely , he ſignifieth that among the combates of this pꝛe⸗ 
lent 
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ſent lite, he is not doubtfull of the ſucceſſe : fo2 of this thing 
od hath aſſured vs: therefoze if we be framed to the will 
of God, and haue the ſame purpoſe in our life, that Paule 
bad, we hope fo2 an happte ende howſoeuer ; we nerde no 
moze to ſeare leſt anye euill ſhould happen vnto vs: foz if 
we liue and dye to him, in life and death we are his. Rom. 
14. 8. He ſheweth a manner howe to magnifle Chꝛiſt, 
namely in a perfect confidence : whereof it followeth, that 
be is caſt downe by our fault, and extenuated as much as 
is in vs, when we faint thozongh feare. Are not they there- 
foe aſhamed, who thinke it a light fault to be afraide in 
the confeTion of the truth? but howe ſhoulde they be aſha, 
med, when they are ſo impudent, that they dare alſo excuſe 
the deniall of Chziff , Be addeth, cs a/wazes,that by the 
experiments of the grace of God already paſt, they might 
confirme their faith. So in the Rows 5. 4. Triall bzingeth 
hope. 

21 For in life. Hitherto in my iudgement, the Inter⸗ 
pꝛeters haue ill trauſlated and expounded this plate: foz 
thus they diſtinguiſh, that Chꝛiſt was vnto Paule life , and 
death was to him aduantage. But J make Chꝛiſt the ſub- 
ied in both the members of the ſentence, that as well in 
life as in death, he is ſapde to be aduantage: foꝛ it is com⸗ 
mon with the Grecians to vnderſtand this pꝛepoſition = +: 
which ſigniſte to. But beſide,that this ſence is not trained, 
it agreeth alſo better with the next ſentence, and confaineih 
moꝛe plentifull doarine. Þeaffirmeth that he is indiffe- 
rent, whether he line o2 dye, becauſe that hauing Chziff, 
heaccompteth gaine in both: and fruelyit is onely Chꝛiſt 
that in death and life maketh vs bleed; otherwiſe, ik 
the death be miſcrable , the life is no whit the happier, 
Do that it is harde to define Whether it be better foz 
a man to lpue, o2 to dye without Cbꝛiſt. Agapne, let 
Chꝛiſt be pꝛeſent, and he will blelle both our lpte and 
our death, that both of them (hall bee happye and god fo; 


vs, 
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22 But if to liue in the fleſh were more profitable for me: cuen 
n hat to cheeſe I knowe not : 

23 For I amdittreſſed betweene both, deſiring to be looſed and 
to be with Chriſt which is farre better. 

34 But to abide in the fleſh i more needefull for ons. 

25 And thu am ] ſure of, that I ſhall abide and continue 
with you all for your furtherance and toy of your faith. 

26 That your retoycing may be abundant in Chriſt Ieſus for 
me, by my comming vnto yous agayne. 

22 But if to live. Cuen as deſperate men are in a per- 
pleritie whether they ſhould ſtill pꝛolong their life in miſe⸗ 
rie, oꝛ finiſh their loꝛrowes by death: ſo contrarywiſe, Paule 
with an equall mind ſaith, that he is pꝛepared as well foz 
death as fo2 life, becauſe the eſtate of both is bleſſed vnto the 
faithfull, ſo that he is doubtfull whether to choſe. /t be 
profirable, that is to ſaie, if J knowe that the pꝛofite of my 
life is greater than the p2ofite of my death, J ſe not whe- 
ther J ſhoulde rather deſire, He putteth, 7- liue in the fleſke. 
by a contempt , in compariſon of a better life. 23 For / 
am diſtreſſed. Paule did not deſire to lyue fo2 ame other res 
warde, then fo ſerue to the gloꝛie of Chꝛiſte, and to pꝛofite 
hys b:ethzen, Therefoze he eſteemeth no other p2ofite in 
thys lypfe, than the ſaluation of hys bꝛethzen: but foz 
hymſelfe pꝛiuatelp hee acknowledgeth that it is better to 
dye quicklie, becauſe hee ſhoulde bee wyth Chziff, an hys 
deſire hee ſheweth with how great loue he is enflamed, 
Hee doth not ſpeake here of earthlie commodities, but of 
the ſpirituall god, which eſpectallie of the godlie is careful- 
lie to be wiſhed foz. Notwithſfanding Paule, as it were 
fozgetting hymſelfe, doth not onely contayne himſclfe in 
the middeſt, leaſt he ſhould moꝛe decline to his owne bene- 
fite, than the benefife of the Philippians: but at length con- 
cludeth, that he weigheth theyꝛ eſtate in his heart. And this 
is truely to line and dye vnto Chꝛiſt, when neglecting our 
ſelues, we are carried whether Chꝛiſt calleth vs. Peſſring te 
be loſed and to be with Chriſt. Theſe two things are tointly to 

be 
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be read together, fo2 death of it ſclfe wilt neuer be wiſhed 
fo2 , becauſe the deſire thcreoffighteth with the ſence of na⸗ 
fure: but it is deſired fo2 ſome cauſe, oꝛ foz ſome other ende. 
Deſperate men flie vnto it thozough wearines of their life, 
but the faithfull haſten vnto it willingly, becauſe it deliue⸗ 
reth them from the bondage of ſinne, and is a paſſage vnto 
the kingdome ol heauen. This is it that Paule now ſapth 
J deſire to dye, becauſe by this meanes J ſhall come to be 
iopned with Chꝛiſt: pet the faithfull ceaſe not to be afraide 
of death, but when they turne their eyes vnto that life that 
followeth after death, by this conſolation they eaſily ouer⸗ 
come that feare. Truelp whoſoeuer belceueth in Chziſt, 
ſhould be ſo couragious, that at the mention of death he 
ſhould lift vp his head, being ioyfull foz the tidings of his re⸗ 
demption: whereby it appeareth how many are Chꝛiſtians 
onely in name, when the greater part hearing the mention 
of death, as if they neuer had heard any woꝛd of Chaift: they 
doe not onelp ware fearefull, but become almoſt deade. O a 
god conſcience? how much doſt thou excell? and how much 
doeſt thou p2euaile 2 but faith is the foundation of a god 
mayo eee of ſpeaking £49 vr ience. Tale dife 


men call death the deſtruction of man, às though the whole 


| t death is dillolu⸗ 

iſhed. Paule here warncth vs, tha | 

— * ſoule from the bodie: and this ſtraight after he 
e ok the faithlull is 


| t 
better, ſhewing what the eſta | | 
— _ - namely that they abide and dwell with Chziſt. 


| ir in this life , lo farre as his king⸗ 
Iſo with Chꝛiſt in this lite, le | 
—— is within er Chit — in _—_ = 
| will be with vs euen vn 
Wann or nely perteiue by hope: 
wo2ld : but that pꝛeſence we oneiy p 
5 accoꝛding to our feeling » we are ſayd to 4; — — 
ers from him, 2. Cor. 5 6. This place is of forte to - - 
the dotage of them, who dzeame that the foules _—_ _ 
the bodies are all@pe: fo: Paule witnedeth openly, tha 
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25 And this am I ſure of dome becauſe it ſemed abſurd, 
that the Apoſtle ſhould confeſſe him ſelfe to be fruſtrate of 
his expectation, thinke that he was afterward deliuered aut 
of bands and that he paſſed thoꝛough many regions of the 
wozld; but in vaine doe they feare that. Foz the Saincs are 
wont to moderate their hope by the wozde of God, that in 
their mindes they pꝛeſume no moze than the Lo2de hath 
pꝛomiſed. So, where they haue a ſure teſtimonie of God 
bis will, there they tay them ſelues with a certaine per⸗ 
ſuaſton, which admitteth no doubt. Such is the perſuaſi⸗ 
on of the continuall remiſſion of ſinnes, of the helpe of the 
Spirite vnto the grace of finall perſeuerance (as thep call 
it of the reſurredion of the fleſhe. Such alſo was the cer⸗ 
taintie of the Prophets, touching their pꝛopheſies: in other 
things thep hope nothing but with a condition, and theres 
foꝛe they ſubmit all the ſucceſſe vnto the pꝛouidence of God, 
to whom they graunt to haue a ſharper ſight in things, than 
them ſelues. 7 abide ſignilie here foz a litle while, 70 conti- 
nue, cue fo2 alonge time. 

26 That your retoycing. CU heras he ſaith 4A hang tran⸗ 
AM wience, To we Hos x ly „ ea in a 


| | b faithfully 
p2eſfed the mind of Paule. Eut wherag ſome do RY bref 


J like it not: foz /n Chi, is put f | 

| . is put 102 after Chꝛiſt, oꝛ Chin; 

— [that he might ſhew the kind of reioycing to . 
2 other wiſe we are commaunded to reiopte onely in G de 

therfoꝛe might it be obi vin God: 
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was bebe e ſapeth, that they ſhall doe it 
2 - + *yarts to ſap, reiopting foꝛ the l. 
Chꝛiſt, vnto the gloꝛie of the Lo eee 
e gio; e: and that rather: 
ſpec of the doctrine, than of the man, and againſt . 5 


poſtles, as Dauid in comparing hi N $442 
boaſteth of his owne riabteonlnes, mel with hypocrites, 


27 2 you worthy of the Gofpe'l of Chrift, that 
whether I come and ſe Jou, or els beabſent, 1 maye 


heare 
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beare of you , that ye abide in one ſfpirite, in one minde, 
fighting together thorough the faith of the Ciſſell, 
23 Aud mnothing feare your aduerſaries, wh < is to them 
a declaration of their deſtructiõ, but to you c f ſaluations 
and that from God. 
2) Becauſe it is giuen you for C*riſt,that not onely ye ould 
beleeue in im, luit alſo ſuffer for his ſake. f 

30 Hauin [4 the ſame frife, which Ye [aw to be in me, and new 

heare of me, 

27 Onely walke worthy. e bſe this phꝛaſe, when we 
would paſſe ouer vnlo a newe ſpeach, and it is as much as if 
be woulo haue ſapd, foꝛ my ſelfe the Loꝛd will pꝛouide, but 
vou, c. whatſoeuer become of me, pet not withſtanding go 
you fo: ward in a right courſe, Mhere he calleth a pure and 
honeſt conuerſation wozthy the Goſpell: he ar gueth that 
confrariwiſe they doe iniurie to the Goſpel, that liue other⸗ 
wiſe. Tat hether 1 come. ecauſe this ſenfence of Paul in 
the Greeke is hard by the participle /ee:ng, J have made it by 
the verbe, And ſee. It this like you not, vnderſtand the pꝛin⸗ 
cipall verbe, That may vnderſtand: in this ſenſe, whether 1 
come and ſe pou, oꝛ being abſent ſhall heare of pour cſtate, 
map vnderſtand both waies. as wel by ſight, as by meſſage, | 
that you continue in one ſpirite, but we mult litle care foz 
woꝛds, where the meaning is euident. 7 4t re alide in one ſpi- 
rite This truely is one of the chicfe vertues of the Church, 
and therekoꝛe this is the onely reaſon to cheariſh ſoundnes, 
becauſe it falleth to ruine by diſſention. Although Paule by 
this,. as it were by a receit againſt poiſon, would merte with 
new and ſtrange doctrines: yet he requireth a double vnitte, 
of the ſpirite, and ofthe minde: fo2 this is the chiefelf thing 
we ſhould agree among our ſelues, than that we ſhould be at 

conco2d , Fo? where theſe two wo2ds are iopned together, 
the ſpirit ſignifie vnderftanding, and the minde do ignite 
wil.Conſent gocth beſoꝛe in oꝛder, then toniunction of wils 
pꝛocedeth from that Fighting together ti rough fait“ This is 
the ſtrong bond of concoz3e, whileſt we mull fight together 

D.. under 
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vnder one banner: fo2 this occaſſion many tymes haue re- 
conciled greateſt enimies. Therkoꝛe that he might the moze 
confirme the vnitie among p Plulippians, he warneth them 
that they are fellow ſouldiers: that their enimie and their 
warre is common to them all, and that they muſt iopne 
their mindes in an holie bnitie . The ſpeache that Paule 
vſcth in the Greeke is doubifull : wherefoꝛe an olde Inter⸗ 
pꝛeter hath turned it: Labouring together thorough faith. Era'- 
in ushath, Helping forward your faith. As if they ſhould helpe 
faith ſo much as they might. But ſince the datine caſe a⸗ 
mong the Grecians, is put foꝛ the ablatiue caſe of the in⸗ 
ſtrument, becauſe that tongue wanteth an ablatine caſe : J 
doubt not but this is the meaning of the Apoſtle, Let the 
faith of the Goſpell torne you together in vnitte, eſpecially 
ſince that is pour common armour againſt that ſame ents 
mie. By this meanes I referre the pꝛepoſition⸗ bnto the 
Philippians, which other referre vnto faith, and better, ex⸗ 
cept I be deceined : firſt ot all no man is ignoꝛant, how foꝛ⸗ 
cible the pꝛouocation vnto concoꝛd is, when as like fel- 
lowes we mult fight together: beſides we know in the ſpi⸗ 
rituall warre, that we are armed with the ſhield of faith, to 
beate backe our enimie: yea faith is our complete armour x 
our bictozte : therefo2e he addeth alſo this part, that he might 
thewe the ende of godly vnitie : the wicked alſo conſpire to- 
gether vnto miſchiefe , but their conſent is accurſed: let vs 
thercfoze with one minde warre together vnder the banner 
of faith. And in nothing feare. The ſecond thing that he com» 
mendeth to the Philppians, is courage of minde, that they 
ſhould not be froubled fo2 the rage of their aduerſaries, At 
that time cruel perſecutions were hot almoſt in euery place, 
becauſe Satan was carried foꝛth with all violence to hinder 
the beginnings of the Goſpell : but he dtd rage ſo much the 
moze weakely, by how much the moze ſkrongly Chꝛiſt did 
ſhew foꝛth the grace of his ſpirite. Therefo2e he biddeth the 
Philippians to ſtand without feare and not to be troubled, 
which vn them i 4 declaration This is the P20per ſignifica- 
tion 
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tion of the Greeke woꝛd, and no rcaſon compelled others to 
tranſlate it, a Caulc : foꝛ the vngodly bwohileſt they warre a- 
gainſt the Loꝛd, they declare, as it were by a pꝛeamble, the 
argument of their owne deffracion ; and the moꝛe fiercely | 
thep inſult vpon the godly, fo much the moꝛe they pꝛepare 
them ſelues to their owne fall, Zhe Scripture inno place 
doth teach, that the affiicions which the Saints doe ſuficr 
of the wicked, is acaule of their ſaluation, but a Declarati- 
on 02 an argument. Paule alſo calleth it in an other place, 
2. Thel. 1.5- and in ſtead of the wo2de % which we haue 
pere, he bſeth there . This therefoze is a ſingular cons 
ſolation, that whileſt we are iniuried oꝛ vered by our aduer⸗ 
ſaries, we haue a document of our owne ſaluation: fo; per⸗ 
ä ſecutions are vnto the ſonnes of God certaine ſeales of their 

y adoption, if they beare them valiantly & with equal minds: 

. the vngodly nowe ſhewe fo2th a token of their damnation, 
becauſe they ſtumble againſt that ſtone which ſhall grinde 
them to powder, And that from God. This is reſtrained vn⸗ 
to the latter part: that the taſte of God his grace might mit⸗ 
tigate the bitter nes of the crolle. Naturally no man will 
take a ſigne oꝛ declaration of his ſaluation to be in þ croſle, 
foꝛ they are things in a manner contrary , Zherefoze Paule 
calleth backe the Plulippians, vnto an other conſideration: 
namely, that God by his bleſſing turneth thoſe things into 
an occaſion of ſaluation, which otherwiſe ſeme to make vs 
miſerable. He pꝛoueth this: becauſe ſuffering of the croſſe | 
is the gift of God: but it is certaine, that all the gifts of Cod 
turne to our ſaluation. To pou he ſayth it is giuen, not one- 
ly that ye ſhould bel&ue in him, but alſo ſuffer foꝛ his ſake : 
therefoze your very ſuffcrings are teſtimonies vnto you of 
the grace of God. Since it is ſo,from hence you haue an ar - 
gument of pour ſaluation. Dh that this perſuaſion were tho⸗ 
roughly ſetled in our minds, that perſecutions are to be ret⸗ 
koned among y benefits of God, how then would we grow 
foꝛward in the doctrine of godlines? notwithſtanding what 
is moꝛe certaine;than that it is a great gloꝛie of the grace ot 

E.1, God, 
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God, that we ſuffer fo2 his name, either repꝛoch, oꝛ inpꝛi⸗ 
ſonment, oꝛ ſoꝛrowes, oꝛ tozments, 02 laſtly death it ſel'e ; 
fo2 then the L 02d doth be wtifie vs with his owne enſignes. 
But there ſhall moꝛe be found that will rather bid God de- 
part with ſuch gifts, than would thankfulip embzace the 
crofſe being offered: woe woꝛth our dulnes. 
29 That yeſhould beleeve. He hath wiſely conuerted 
faith with the croſſe, by an inſeparable knot , that the hi- 
lippians might knowe, that they were called-vpon this cons 
dition, vnto the faith of Chꝛiſt. that they ſhould iuffer per ſe⸗ 
cutions foꝛ his name: as if he ſhould (ay, their adoption can 
no moꝛe be ſeparated from the croffe, than Chꝛiſt him ſelfe 
tan be pulled from them. Here Paule doth manifeſtly wit⸗ 
nes, that both faith and conſtancie in ſuffering perſecuti⸗ 
ons, is the free gift of God And truly the knowledge of God 
is an higher wiſedome, than that we can attaine vnto it by 
our owne wit: and our weakenes doe ſhew it ſelfe by daily . 
experiente, when God a litle withdꝛaweth his hand from | 
vs. And that he might the better erp2eſſe, that both thele are | 
the fre giftes of God, he ſpeaketh, namely that they are gi⸗ 
nen vs foꝛ Chꝛiſt his ſake, oꝛ by the grace of Chꝛiſt. wheres 
by he ercludeth all reſpect of merite. This place alſo make 
againſt the opinion of the Schwlemen, wherein they teach, 
that the latter graces are the rewardes of our merit, becauſe 
we haue vſed the firſt aright. Truely J doe not deny,but the 5 
Lo2de doth reward in vs the right vſe of his graces, with 5 
moꝛe ample graces,ſo that thou doſt not oppoſe thine owne 
merite againſt his fre liberalitie, and againſt the merite of 
Chꝛiſt, which they doe. 
30 Hauing the ſame ſtrife. By his owne erample alſo, he 
confirmeth that which he ſapd, which addeth no litle au⸗ 5 
thoꝛitie vnto his docte ine. And he admoniſheth 5 
them, that thoſe wozkes are no cauſe why 5 
they ſhould be troubled at his 
bonds, looking foꝛ the ende 
of their ſtr ife. 


Cap. 
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Chap. 2. 


F therefore there le any conſolation in Chrift : if anye 


comfort of loue : if any fellowſhip of the ſpirite: if 


any bowels,and mercy, 


for the things f other men. 

IF her fore. Chis exhoꝛt ation is very pa- 

1 thetical, wherein by all meanes he entrea⸗ 
* 2 Þ feth the Philippians, that they would em⸗ 
. WW, bꝛate mutual concozd among them ſelues, 

lleſt that if they ſhould be diuided by con- 
— tentions, they ſhould be layde open to the 
illuſions of the falſe Apoſtles: foz alwaies in diſſentions 
there is a gate open vnto ſatan, to ſpꝛead vngodly doctrines, 
to repel the which,coſent is the beſt defence. Becauſe p woꝛd 
ue. ig oft times taken foz exhoztation, the beginning of 
the chapter might thus be expounded, Ik mp exhoztation, 
which is done in the name and by the commaundement of 


Chꝛiſt, doth any thing pꝛeuail with vou. Pet the other ſenſe 


doe better agree with the tert:if there be in you Any conſela- 
tion of Chriſt wherby pou might mittigate my ſoꝛrowes:and 
if you will any way comfozt and eaſe me, which truly yon 
ſhould do thoꝛough loue : if you thinke bpon that fellowſhip 
of the ſpirit, which ſhould make vs all one: if any ftelirg of 
humanitie 4 mercie remaineth in you , which might nious 
pou to ſuctoꝛ my miſerp, fulſil my iop, tc. Nereby we gather 
how great a god vnitie is in the Church, 4 with how great 
care it is by the Paſto2s to be pꝛocured. We muſt alſo mark 
how he humbleth him ſzlfe, humbly intreating their mer⸗ 
cye, who might by the dutie of a father haue exaced reue⸗ 
rence from them as from his ſonnes. Be knew howe to vie 

E. 2. commaun⸗ 
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commaunding when nerde required: now he had rather vſe 
pꝛapers, becauſe he kne we them mo2e fit to pearce their af- 
fections, and becauſe he knew that he ſpake vnto them that 
were obedient, and eaſie to be taught. So the Paſtoꝛ muſk 
not rekuſe to take vpon him any perſon foꝛ the Churches 
lake, 

2 Fulfill my roye. And here we may perteiue howe 
litle carcfull he was fo2 him ſelfe, ſo that the Church of 
Chꝛiſt weretagodcaſe . He was kept cloſe in pꝛiſon, and 
bound with chaines, he was condemned to loſe his heade: 
toꝛments were befoze him, and the executioner at hand to 
diſpatch him: notwithſtanding all theſe did not hinder him, 
but that he did foundly reiopce to ſeꝛ the Churches flouriſh: 
furthermoꝛe he eſteemeth this an eſpectall thing in the hap⸗ 
py ſtate of the Church, if there raigne mutnall conſent and 
bꝛotherly conco2d among them. So the 137. Plalme teacheth 
vs, that the chiefe point of our toy is the remembzance of Je⸗ 
ruſalem. And it that were the fulnes of Paule his iope, the 
Piulippians had bene moꝛe than cruell, ik by diſlentions a⸗ 
mong them ſelues, they ould haue toꝛmented the hart of 
the holy man with a double ſoꝛrowe. 7hat je may thinke the 

{ame thing. The ſumme is this, that in their opinions t their 
wills they ould conſent , Fo2 he ſetteth downe conſent in 
dotrine and mutuall lone : then repeating the ſame thing 
in my tudgement) he biddeth them be of one minde and to 
thinke the ſame thing: theſe wozdes, e are of this fozce, 
that they ſhould apply them ſelues one to another: there⸗ 
foꝛe the beginning of lone is to agree in opinions: but that 
is not ſufficient, except the harts doe encteaſe together in⸗ 
to a mutuall lone. Although it were not abſurd to tranſlate 
it thus: that you ſhould be of the lame cogitation, to haue 
mutual loue to be of one mind, and ta thinke the ſame thing: 
foꝛ the participles are many times vſed fo2 the Infinitine 
modes : pet J haue followed that ſenſe which ſeemed to be 

leſſe ſtrained, 
3 That nothin 7 be done thoronzh contention Theſe two are 
mot 
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moſt hurtfull plagues to trouble þ peace o the Church, Con⸗ 
tentio ariſeth while ſt euery man wil ſriffely defend his own 
opinion, and when it is once hote, it is carried headlong into 
that way where it entred: but vaine glozie tickleth the 
minds, lo that euerp man flattereth himielf in his owne ins 
uentions, Therefoze this is the only reaſon to mecte with 
diſſentions if we auoide ſtriſe, by counſelling and diſpat- 
ching matters quietly, and eſpectally if we be not carried by 
ambition, foꝛ ambition is as it were the bellowes of diſcozd, | 
rae glorie ſignifieth all the glozy of the fleſh: fo2 what haue 
men wherein to reioice, but in vanity ? Et thorough, bumili- 
tie. Againſt both thele diſeaſes he ſetteth one remedie, ſub- 
miſſion, and that not without cauſe, fo2 it is the mother of 
modeſtie, whereby it commes to patle , that y&«lding as it 
were ſomewhat of our owne right, we graunt it vnto o- 
thers, and rage not eaſily thozough diſſention, He defineth 
what true humilitie is, namelp, when euery man p2eferreth 
others befoze himſelfe:and if any thing be hard in our whole 
life, this is eſpectally, there foꝛe it is no maruell if humilitie 
be ſo rare a vertue, foꝛ (as he ſaith) every man hath a kings 
mind in himſelle, in challenging all things vnto himſelfe : 
behold the pꝛide of nature. Then of the foliſh admiration 
of our ſelues ſpꝛingeth contempt of our bꝛethꝛen, and we 
are fo farre from that which Paule here commandeth , that 
ſcarſe anie man can ſaerothers to be cquall with him, f52 
there is no man that deſireth not to be aloft, But heere a 
queſtion ariſcth,how can it be that he, who in deede extelleth 
others, ſhould eſteme them better than himſelfe, whome her 
knowe do come nothing nere him? J aunſwere , that all 
this dependeth vpon the right eſtimation of the giftcs of 
God,and of our owne infirmifies. Joꝛ howſoeuer ante man 
ercelleth in excellent gifts, he muſt thinke that they are not 
beſfowed vpon him to this end to pleaſe himſelſe, to cralt 
himſelfe, oꝛ to accompt of them, but he muſt exerciſe himſolſe 
in examining and acknowledging his owne vices, and ſo he 


ſhall haue wn matter of humilitie. Contrarpwiſe, he ſhall 
E.3. honoz 


3 A Comuiififin or I, Cat vin, 
honour what vertues he ſerth in other men, and ſhall bury 
their vices by loue: he that ſhall obſerue this rule, ſhall ea- 


ſilꝑ pzeferre others befoze him ſelfe. And this is that which 


Paule would, when he added: that enery man ſhould not be 
carefull ſoꝛ them ſelues , but fo: their neighbours : oz that 
they ſhould not onely be addicted fo them ſelues. Therefo2g 
it may be that a godly man will haue moꝛe care ot þ things 
ok other men, although he knoweth him ſelfe moze excellent 
panther. Stag 

5 Ter this minde be in you, that was euen in Chriſt Ie» 

ſu. | 

6 Whozwhen he was in the forme of God, meuld haue thoughs 

it no roblery to be equall with God. 

7 But he made him ſelfe of no reputation, taking the forme of 

a ſernant being made in the likenes of men, and in ſhape 
found as a man. 

8 He humbled him ſelfe, I Jay, being made obedient fs the 

death, euen the death of the croſſe. 

9 Wherefore God alſo hath exalted him on high , and giuen 

him a name which is aboue all names. 

Io That in the name ef Ieſus all knees ſhoulde bowe, of 
thin ges in heauen, and thinges in earth,and thin gs vnder 
the earth. 

11 And all rongues ſhould 77A that Teſus Chriſt is the 

Tord, vnto the glory of God the father. 

Let this mind be in you. Ye commendeth now humili⸗ 
tie, by the example of Chꝛiſt, vnto the which he had exhoꝛted 
them afoze in woꝛds. There are two partes of the ſentence: 
in the foꝛmer whereof, he inuiteth vs vnto the imitation of 
Chꝛiſt, becauſe it is the rule of our life: in the ſecond he al⸗ 
lureth vs, becauſe this is the way whereby we come vnto 
true gloꝛie. Therefoꝛe he commanndeth euer one to haue 
the ſame affection that was in Chꝛiſt. Afterward he decla- 
reth, what manner of example of humilitie is pꝛopounded 
vnto vs in Chꝛiſt. J haue kept ſtill the paſſiue kinde of the 


verbe, although J millike not the tranſlation of others, os 
; caule 
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cauſe nothing is chaunged concerning the ſence: onely 1 
would that the Readers ſhould hold that fozme of ſpeaking, 
which Paule vſcd, 

6 Who being in the forme of Ged. It is no tompa⸗ 
riſon of thinges like, but of the greater and the leſſe. The 
humilitie of Chꝛiſt was to abaſe him ſelfe from the highs 
eff to2pe of glozie, vato the vileſt repꝛoche: our humili- 
tie is, not toeralt our ſelues with a falſe opinion of our ſel⸗ 


ues. He peldedofhis right: of vs this onely is required, thae 


we take no moꝛe to our ſelues, than it behoueth vs. There⸗ 
foꝛe hence it ariſeth,that when he was in the foꝛme of God, 
be thought it not valawfull foz him to behaue him ſelfe in 
that fozme, but made him ſelfe of no accompt. Therfoꝛe how 
abſurd is it that the Donne of God ſhould deſcend from ſo 
high a top of dignitie , and we that are nothing, ſhould be 
lifted bp with pꝛide? the foꝛme of God here ſignifieth his 
maieſtie: fozas a man is knowne by the ſight of his fozme: 
ſo the maieſtie that ſhineth in God, is the figure of him: 
oz if thou hadſt rather haue a fitter ſimilitude, the fozme of 
a King is the apparell and excellentie that ſheweth a Ring, 
as his ſcepter, his crowne, his robes, bis C fficers , his 
iudgement ſeate, and ſuch other enſignes of a kingdome: 
the fozme of a Conſul, is his gowne, his noble apparell, 
his chapꝛe of Juozie, his Ser ieants with roddes, and ares. 
Chꝛiſt thereſoꝛe befoꝛe the wozld was made, was in the 
foꝛme of God, becauſe he had his glozie from the begins 
ning with his father: as he ſapth, lohn 17. 5. fo2 in the wil⸗ 
dome of God, befoꝛe he put vpon him our fleſh , there was 
nothing baſe oz abict, but beſceming the magnificence of 
God, Uihen he wazſuch an one, he might without iniu⸗ 
rie beare him (elf equal with God: but he did not ſhew what 
he was, neither did he openly in the ſight of men, take that 
which byright was his owne , #e would haue thougbt it no 
robberie. It had bene no iniurie if he had appeared e⸗ 
quall to God: fo2 whereas he ſapth, #e » 0»/d haue thought 
it nggobberie. It is as much as if he had layd, he did knowe 
| that 
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that it was lawfull ſoꝛ him that we might knowe that hys 
ſubmiſſion was voluntaric, not of necelſitie, Hitherto they 
haue trandlated it in the Indicative mode, Ze thought, but 
the tert requiretha Subiunctiue mode. And this is Paule his 
vſe to take the pꝛeter per fectence of the Indicatiue mode fo⸗ 
the ſubiunctiue, vnderſtanding the potentiall adiection (as 
they call it.) So Rom. 9, 3. J did wiſh, fo2 J would wiſh, 
and 1. Cor. 2, 8, if they did knowe, foꝛ ik they had knowne. 
There is no man that doth not ſ& that Paule hetherto both 
handle the gloꝛp of Chꝛiſt, which belongeth to the amplikp⸗ 
ing of his ſubmiſſion : he both, not therefoze rehearſe what 
Chꝛiſt did, but what it was lawfull foz him to haue done, 
Further moꝛe, whoſoeuer doth not ſe his eternall diuinitie 
to be cleerely affirmed in theſe woꝛds, he is altogither blind. 
Neither doth Eraſmus deale ſhamefaſtly enough, who goeth 
about with his cauilles to make a ieſt as well of this place 
as of others like it. Indtede he confeſſeth euer ie where, that 
Chꝛiſt is God, but what do his true confeſſion auaile me, it᷑ 
my faith be ſtrengthned by no authoz2ity of the Scripture, J 
confeſſe that Paule maketh no mention of the diuine clſence 
of Chꝛiſt, but therefo2e it followeth not that this place is 
not ſufficient to conkute the impietie of the Arrians, who 
fained Chꝛiſt to be a treated God, and leſſe than the father: 
to be of the lame ſubſtance with his father, they denied him: 
fo2 where is there equalitie with God, without robberie, 
but in the only eſſence of God? fo2 he remaineth alwaies the 
ſame God, who crieth by E lay. 48, 11. Iliue, and 1 will not 
giue my glory vnto another, the foꝛme ſignificth the figure, 
oꝛ the appearance as they ſpeake commonly, that alſo J 
confeſſe, but without God ſhall any ſuch fozme be founde 
which is true and not counterfaite? As God thereſoze is 
knowne by his vertues, and his woꝛkes are teſtimonies of 
bis eternall Oodhead Rom. 1, 20. ſo the dininc eſſence of 
Chul is rightly pꝛoued by the maicftie of Chꝛiſt, which he 
had equall with his father, befoze he humbled himſelke. 
Truelp from me all the Dinels in hell can not wꝛeſt thys 
place, 


* , 
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place, betauſe in God it is a ſtrong argument from his gloꝛy 
to his eſſence, which two things are inſeperable, Ze made h m 
ſelfe if no reputation: This making ot himſelte of no reputati⸗ 
on, is all one with his humilitie, whereof we ſhall ſe after⸗ 
ward. But this is ſpoke:* moze emphatically, foz he was 
bꝛought vnto as nothing. Chzilt could not diſcharge himſelle 
of his Diuinitie: but he kepte it hidden loz a time, leafte it 
ſhoulde appeare in the infirmitie ofthe fleſh. There foꝛe he 
laide away his glozp, not by diminiſhing it, but by beping 
it vnder in the ſight of men. But it is demanded whether he 
did that in reſpect as he was man: Eraſmus affirmeth it: but 
where was the fozme of God befo2e he was man:! Therc foze 
we mult anſ were that Paule ſpeaketh of whole Chꝛiſt, as he 
is God manifeſted in the fleſhe : pet this making himſelfe of 
no reputation agreeth not but only with his humanitie: As 
if J ſhoulde thus ſpeake of a man. man, ſecing he is moztal, 
is to be blockiſh, becauſe he thinketh on nothing but p world: 
J vnderſfand the whole man, but Jattribute moztalitie but 
vnto part of him that is to his body. Since thcrefoze the per⸗ 
ſon of Chꝛiſt is one, conſiſting of two natures: Paule ſaythe 
well, that he that was the ſonne of God, inderde equall wyth 
God, did notwithſtanding abſtaine from his glozie, when in 
the fleſh he carried the kourme of a ſeruant. It is ſecondly de⸗ 
manded alſo, how he is ſaide to be of no reputation, who by 
his miracles and by his vertues pꝛoued himſelfe alwayes to 
be the ſonne of God, and in whome lohn teſtifieth 1 14. that 
gloꝛy beſeeming the ſonne of God was al braies to be ſeene; J 
anſwcre that the humility of the fleſh, was notwithſtanding 
like a vaile where with his diuine maieſtie was couered: In 
which reſpect, he would neither haue his franſfiguration pub 
liſhed, vntill he were riſen agatne,+ when he perceineth the 
houre of death to be at hand, then he ſaith: Father glorihe thy 
ſonne. Iohn. 17. 1, Therefoze Paule alſo teacheth, Rom. 1,-, 
that he was declared the Sonne of God by his reſurrecties:, 
And againe, 2. Cor. 19. g. He ſuffered thzoughe the infirmit:e 
ek the ficth, Finally, the Image of C od did ſo ſhine foꝛth in 

4. . Chziſt 
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Chꝛiſt, that notwithſtanding he was calf away in outward 
fight, and in the opinion of men bzoughtio nothing, Foꝛ he 
dm beare the fozme ofa ſeruant, and foꝛ that cauſe did he fake 
vypon him our nature, that in it he might be the ſeruaunt of 
his father , yea euen the ſeruant of men. Foz Paule calleth 
him the miniſter of the Circumciſion. Rom . 15. 8. and he 
himſelle {c{fificth ol him lelle, y he came to miniſter. Mat. 20, 
29. long befoꝛe, the ſame thing was foꝛetold by Eſalc. 42.1, 
Behold my ſeraant , Ic. In the likenes of men. The greek word 
:»--; in this place is as much as placed : fo2 Paule doth ſig⸗ 

niſte that he was bꝛought into the oꝛder ol men, that euen in 
his ſhape he might nothing differ from the common ſoꝛte ol 
men. The Marcionites haue abuſed this teſtimonie, to pꝛoue 
their kantaſticall ſpirit which they dꝛeamed on: but they may 
eaſily be reluted, becauſe Paule diſputeth here of no other 
thing. but in what manner Chꝛiſte behaued himſelfe, oz in 
what condition he was buſied in the woꝛld. He that is a true 
man, ſhall notwithſtanding be thought vnlike to others, if 
he ſo behaue himſelfe as if he were exempt from the lawe of 
others. Paule denieth that this was in Chꝛiſt, but that he ly- 

11:2 ſo, that he appeared vnlo cuerp man to be ol the number 


* 


ot men, and pet was he larre other than man, althoughe he 
were a true man. Zherefoze the Marcionites deale to chyl⸗ 
diſhly, who from the like condition of men ,d2aw their argu 
ment to deny the trueth ol hys nature. Ze was found It ſigni- 
ſteth here knowne oꝛ ſeene: foz he handleth here his eſtima⸗ 
tion, as was ſaide, that is (as befoze he affirmed, that in very 
_ d#vehe was God cquall to the Father: ſo here he remem⸗ 
bꝛeth that he was accounted as an abiect. and as one of the cõ⸗ 
mon ſoꝛt of men: but we muſt alwayes repeate that whych 
he ſaid euen nobo, that ſuch ſubmiſtion was voluntary, 9 Ze 
wes made obedient. This was great humilitie, that of a maiſter 
ha made himſelle a ſeruant: but he lapth he went farther, 
that when he was not only immoꝛtall, but the Loꝛde of life 
and death, pet he obeped his Father euen vnto the ſuffes 
rpag ol death: thus was hes loweſt abaſing of hymſelfe,e- 
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ſpeciallye conſideryng the kinde ol his death, whyche he at⸗ 
deth foꝛthwyth to exaggerate the matter moze ; foz in ſo dps 
png he was not only repꝛochſull befozemen, but alſo ac⸗ 
turſed befoꝛe G O D. Such is the example of his humilitpe, 
that it ſhoulde euen lwallowe vp the mpndes of all men: It 
is ſo farre of that it can be expꝛeſſed in woꝛdes acco2dyng to 
the wozthines thereok. 9 herefore God hath exalted him on 
Hg. By addyng acomfozte , he teacheth that humilitye is 
carefully to bee deſired, whyche the witte of man doth ab- 
hozre from. Po man will denye , but that a iuſt thing is 
required of vs, when we are commanded to imitate Chaift, 
but this reaſon moueth vs that we ſhoulde mo2e willinglye 
imitate hym , when we heare that there is nothyng bet⸗ 
ter foꝛ vs, than to bee framed to hys Image. That they are 
bleſſed whoſoeuer are humbled wyllyngly with Chzilk, he 
pꝛoueth by his example :foz from a moſt deſpiſed eſtate, he 
was exalted vnto the higheſt dignitie: whoſoeuer therefoze 
humbleth himſelfe, ſhall likewiſe be exalted: be that reſu⸗ 
ſeth ſubmiſſion nowe, how ſhall he come to the gloꝛy of 
the heauenlpe kyngdome 2 This place haue giuen occaſion 
fo the Sophiſters, oꝛ rather they themſelues haue taken 
occaſion that they ſaye that Chꝛiſte firſte merited foꝛ hym⸗ 
ſelfe, and then fo2 others. Firſt, althoughe they ſpake no 
vntrueth, pet (ach p2ofane cogitations muſte be auopded, 
whych doe darken the grace of Chꝛiſte, when we imagyne 
that he came foꝛ any other cauſe, than foꝛ our ſaluation:who 
doth not ſee that it is ſuggeſted by Dathan , that Chꝛille 
ſuffered on the croſſe, to get vnto hymſelſe by the merit of his 
woꝛke, that whiche he had not? Foꝛ the holpe ghoſte wyll 
haue vs in the death of Ch2yſte to beholde, to taſte, to 
repufe , fo fle „ to acknowledge none other thing than 
the mere bountpe of G O D and ok Ch2ifke himſelke only, 
and ſuche an ineſtimeble loue towarde vs, that foꝛgettyng 


pymſelke, he beſtowed himſelke and his life vppon vs. As ofte 
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the ſcripture ſpeaketh of the death of Chꝛiſt, it ſelteth downe 


- the kruite and pzice thereof to be in vs, becaule by it we are 


red&med, reconciled vnto God, reſtoꝛed vato righteouſnes, 
clenſed from our filthines, life pꝛocured foꝛ vs, and the gate 
of life opened: who can therefoze denye, that theſe men 
by the inſtinct of Sathan, declaime againſt it, ſaying that 
the eſpe ciall fruite is in Chꝛiſte hymlelfe that he had firſf 
regarde of hym ſelfe than of vs, that he deſerued 
gloꝛp, firſt foꝛ himſelfe befoꝛe ſaluation fo2 vs? Furthermoze 
J deny that to be true which they affirme, x J ſay they haue 
wickedly wꝛeſted Paules woꝛdes, to pꝛoue they lpe, foz that 
the Jllatine woꝛde ſignifieth here rather a conſequence than 
a cauſe, Jt is euident herebp, becauſe other wiſe it follow that 
man may merit diuine honour, and obtaine the very th2one 
of God, which is not only abſurd, but hozrible to be ſpoken :; 
Fo2 what exaltation of Chꝛiſt doth the A poſtle here declare? 
namely that in him is fulfilled whatſoeuer God only challẽ⸗ 
geth to hinrſelfe in Elaie. Therefoze the glozy of God, and 
the maieſtie which is ſo pꝛoper vnto him, that it can be tran 
flatedfo none other, ſhall be the rewarde of mans wozkes, 
Beſides if they vrge the woꝛd in no reſpect of abſurditie,the 
anſwere is eaſie:he was ſo giuen vnto vs by his father, that 
alhis life was appointed a glaſſe foꝛ vs to lok in:therfoꝛe as 
a qlaſſe although it hath b2ightnes, yet bath it not fo2 itſelf, 
but to that end that the vle and commoditie thereof ſhoulde 
be fo2 others: ſo, neither hath Chꝛiſte either gotten oꝛ taken 
any thing koꝛ himſelle, but all foz vs. Foz what newe exal⸗ 
tation did he neede A p2ay, who was eq uall withhis father 2 
Let therefoꝛe the godly readers learne to abhoꝛe the Sorbo⸗ 
nicall ſophiſters with their wꝛeſted ſpeculations , Ze hath 
giuen him a name. The name is here taken fo2 dignitie, which 
in all tongues is ſufkicientlp knowne like a blocke he lpeth 
without name, that is without honour , epectally it is a fas 
miliar ſoaking in the ſcripture, It fight therefo2e that 
greateſt power is giuen vnto Chꝛiſt, and that he is placed in 
tie higheſt degree of honour, that no dignitie, neither in hea⸗ 
12,02 in carth, tan be kound like vnto his: whereof it fol⸗ 
b2in- 
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ſhoweth that it is a diuine name, and that he alſo expoundeth, 
b2inging in the woꝛds of Elaie 45. 23. where the pꝛophet dil⸗ 
puting of the wozthip of God to be ſpꝛead abzoade thꝛoughe 
out the whole world, bꝛingeth in god ſpeaking after this ma⸗ 
ner. J liue, and all knees ſhall bowe vnto me, and all tongues 
ſhal weare vnto me. It is cer taine that that woꝛſt ip is there 
noted which doth peculiarly belong vnto God. J know that 
ſome doe ſubtelly diſpute of the name of Jeſus, as thoughe it 
were der iued from the ine ffab le woꝛd Ichoua ; but à find no 
ſubſtance in the reaſons they alleage and J am not delighted 
with vaine ſubtelties, and it is dangerous to ieſt in ſo great 
a matter. Pozeouer , who doth not ſe that the expoſition is 
ſtrained x nothing p2oper, when Paule ſpeaketh of the whole 
maieſtie of Chʒiſt to reſtraine his ſentence vnto . ſillables; 
às if a man would examine the ſyllables in the woꝛde Alex- 
ander. ts find the greatnes of the name that Alexander got 
to himſelfe:ther efoꝛe their ſubteltie being ſo ſlender, is a ve⸗ 
ry gloſe farre from the meaning of Paule. But the Sozbont- 
call ſophiſters are moꝛe than ridiculous, which gather out of 
this pꝛeſent place, that the kne muſt bow ſo oft as the name 
Jeſus is pzonounced , as thoughe it were a magicall wo2de, 
which had all the ſozce incloſed in the ſound. But Paule ſpea⸗ 
keth of the honour which is to be giuen to the ſonne of God, 
and not to ſyllables, A / knees ſboulde bowe. Although men ak⸗ 
ter this maner be rcuerenced: pet it is not to be doubted that 
that wo2z hip is here noted, which is pꝛoper vnto god, a ſigne 
whereof is the bowing ef the knee, wherein it is mate to ob⸗ 
ſer ue, that God is not only to be woꝛchipped with inwarde 
affection of the hart, but alſo with outward pꝛokeſlion, if wee 
will gine him that whiche is his owne, Therefoze when he 
will ſet out his lawfull wozſhippers, he ſayth they haue not 
bowed their kne befoze the Image of Baal, 2 Reg 19.18. But 
here ariſcth a queſtion whether this doth belong to the diui⸗ 
nitie oꝛ to the hamanitic of Chꝛiſt 2 fo2 both of them are ab⸗ 
ſurd, fo2 vnto his diuinilie ns newe thing coulde be giuen: 
with his humanitie either by it ſelle, oꝛ ſeuerallp great exal⸗ 
tation agreeth not, that he c oulde be woꝛſhihped as God: A 
F.3. anſwere 
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anſwere that this is ſpoken ofthe whole perſon of Chꝛiſt, as 
many other things, in reſpec that he is God manifeſted in 
the fleſh: foꝛ neither did he humble himſelfe touching his hu⸗ 
manitie only, oꝛ touching his godhead only : but becauſe he 
hauing put vpon him our fleſh, laye hid vnder the infirmitye 
thereof,S0 againe God hath exalted his ſonne in the ſame 
fleſh, wherein he lined as an abiec, and without honoꝛ in the 


woꝛld, vnto the higheſt degree of honoz, that he ſitteth at hys *' 


right hande, But Paule (eemethnof to agree with hymſelfe, 
who to the Rom. 14. 1 1. citeth the ſame teſtimonie when he 
goeth about to pꝛoue that Chꝛiſte ſhall once be the Judge of 
the quicke and the deade: but it were not fit foꝛ that purpoſe, 
if if were already fulfilled as here he witneſſeth. J anſwere 
that it is ſo with the kingdome of Chꝛiſte, that if increaſeth 
daplp, and is augmented fo the betfer;but the perfection ther⸗ 
of is not euident, noꝛ ſhal be euident vntill the latter dape 
ol Judgement. So both is true, that all things are now ſub⸗ 
iect vnto Chꝛiſt, and pet this ſubiection (hall not be abſolute 
befoꝛe the day of the reſurrection, becauſe then that ſhall bee 
finiſhed, which now is but begun: therefoꝛe this prophecy not 
without cauſe, is dinerfly applied vnfo diuers times, as all o⸗ 
ther things doe not define? kingdom of Chꝛiſt in one momet 
of time, but doe deſcribe it in their whole courſe, But hereof 
we gather that Chꝛiſte is that euer laſting God that ſpeaketh 
by Efaie off things in Heauen, and things in earth, and things vn - 
der the earth (hen Paule from the heauẽs, vnto them vnder 
the earth ſubmitteth all things vnto Chꝛiſt:the papiſtes trifle 
very childiſhly in gatheryng Purgatoꝛzie out of his wozdes, 
Their argument is after this ſoꝛt:it is fo karre ot, that the di-. 
uels bowe theyꝛ knees vnto Chilt, that by all meanes they 
are rebels againſt him and authozs ot᷑ rebellion vnto other s 
(as though it were notwꝛitten, that they doe tremble at the 
only mention of god.) Iames 2.19. MNhat therfoze when they 
ſha! comein pꝛeſence befoꝛe the fribunal ſeat of Chꝛiſt his 
iudgemẽt: trulp I contes p thep wil neuer willingly, oꝛ wa 
ready obediccebe ſubica ; neyther doth Paule ſpeake here of 
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obedtence,butrather we returne ſuch a conuerſion againſte 
themſelues: the fire of Purgatoꝛie actoꝛding to thepꝛ owne 
ſaping is tempoꝛall, and f;al be aboliſhed at the day of iudge⸗ 
ment:therefo:e this place cannot be vnderſtode of P urgato⸗ 
2te, becauſe Paule in another place denieth that this pzophecy 
ft all be accompliſhed, vatill Chꝛiſt chall appeare vnto iudge⸗ 
ment. Tho doth not ſe that in theſe fiithy quiddities they 
are twiſe childꝛen. 1. Vnto the glory of G the father. It might 
alſo be read in the glory becaule the woꝛd a is oft times vſed 
in the place of /. Yet J had rather retaine the pꝛoper ſignifi- 
catio in the ſenſe, that the maieſty ol god as it was by Chꝛiſt 
made manifeſt vnto men: ſo it ſhouldihine againe in Chꝛiſt, 
the father ſhoulde be gloꝛiſied in the ſon, Loke lohn 5 and 


7. and you ſhal haue the expoſition ofthis place, ä 
12 HW herefore my beloued,as je laue al wales obeyed , not 4s in 


my preſence only, but now much more in my abſence, worke 
ot Your ovene ſaluation with feare and trembling. 
13 For it is God that worketh in you both ro will and to doe, of 
his good 2 eaſurez 
I4 Dee al things without murmurings and reaſonings. 
Is That ye may be ſuch of home no man can complaine, and 
the ſucere [0s of ood without rebuke in the mids of a naugh 
3 Y C7 cro oed generation, among N home, [+ ine ye 45 Iyghtes 
in the world. 
16 Hol ding forth the word of life, vnto my lory, vntill the day 
of chriſt. that I haue not run in vain ee a. labored in vain. 
12. Wherefore. Ye ſhutteth vp all that laſt exhoztation with 
a generall ſentence, that they ſhould humble themlelues vn⸗ 
der the hand of the Loꝛd foz that will caſily bꝛing to paſſe Þ 
laying away al fiercercs they ſhal be gẽtle curteous amog 
theſelues, This onl is a fit reaſon whereby the wit of man 
may learne to ware gentle, when by comparing with god, he 
ſearcheth into hymſelfe who pleaſed hymlelfe ſeuerallpe in 
hys owne deuiſes . As hee haue alwaies obey ed He pꝛayſeth 
their foꝛmer obediente, that he might the moze encourage 
them to gde foꝛ warde. But becauſe it is the p2operty of hipo⸗ 
crites to appꝛoue themſelues to the eie, but =" they are 1 
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ok ſight, to fauon2 them ſelues with moꝛe liberty, as it were 
the cauſe of their reuerence and feare beeyng remeued. He 
admoniſheth them that they would not only ſhewe themſel⸗ 
nes obedient to the eye, but alſo that they obey him being ab⸗ 
ſent,and that ſo much the moze : foꝛ if he were pꝛeſente, he 
might pzick them fo2ward,and enfo2ce them with daily ads 
monitions. Now therfoze it is needefull that while their coũ⸗ 
ſailour is away,they woulde be carefull fo2 them ſelues wt 
feare and trembling. In this he would haue the Philippians to 
teſtifie and appꝛoue their obedience,that they might be lowly 
and humble, This moꝛeouer is the fountaine of humilitie fo 
acknowledge how miſerable we are, and needy of al godnes 
vnto the which he calleth them in this ſentence ! foz whence 
commeth pꝛide but from ſecuritie, which blinde confidence 
bꝛingeth fozth, whiles we pleaſe our ſelues, and are rather 
puffed vp with a confidence of our owne vertue,than ſtay vp 
on the arace of God: The contrary vnto vice is feare , to the 
which he exhozteth them: but although in the text erhoztatio 
be befoze doctrine: yet in oꝛder it is after, becauſe from thence 
if is dꝛawne, J will therefoze begin with doctrine, /* « God 
that worketh in vs. This 1s the true engine to deſtroy all lofti- 
nes : this is the ſwo2de to kill all pzide when we heare that 
we are nothing at all,and can doe nothing, but by the alone 
grace of God (A vnderſtand ſupernaturall grace) which pꝛo⸗ 
ctedeth from the ſpirit of regeneration: Foꝛ in as muche as 
we are men, in God we are, we liue and are moued: but here 
Paule rather diſputeth ot another kinde of mouing, than of 
that vniuerſall. Let vs ſe now what he attributeth vnto god, 
what he leaueth vnto vs. There be two pꝛincipallꝑ to be con 
ſidered in doing any thing: The will, and the power of the 
efrec;both of them he affirmeth fo2 certainety to be in God, 
what mo2e doth remaine foz vs wherein we may boaſt 2 It 
is no doubt but this diuiſion is as much as if Paule had ſayde 
the whole in one wo2d : fo2 the will is the foundation, the ef- 
fect is the outward ſhew of the building. And he hath expꝛel⸗ 
fed a great deale moze than if he had laide Cod were the = 
03 
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thoꝛ of the beginning and ending. Foz then the Sophiſters 
might cauill that there were ſome middle thing left vnto me: 
but now what ſhall they finde at all pꝛoper vnto vs? They 
ſweate much in their ſcholes', that they might reconcile free 
will with the grace of god: J ſay ſuch a free wil as they faine, 
which is both flexible by his pꝛoper motion, and hath a pꝛo⸗ 
per and ſeuerall power, whereby it woꝛketh with the grace 
of god. A de not contend about the woꝛd: but the thing itſclfe. 
That therefoze fre will maye agree with grace, thus they di- 
uide, that god truly doth repaire in vs his free election, wher⸗ 
by we are able to will that is god: ſo they acknowledge the 
abilitie to will that is god fo come from God: but the god 
will itſelfe they attribute vnto men but Paule doth pꝛonoũte 
this (without exception ) to be the wozke of God : foz he doth 
not ſay that our hartes only are bowed oꝛ ſtirred vp by God, 
o2 that the weakenes of our god will is helped: but that our 
god will is altogither made by God. Whereas they ſclander 
vs, that we make men like vntoſfones, when we feache 
that they haue no gwdnes but of mere grace, they do impu⸗ 
dently ,fo2 we confeffe that we haue a will by nature, but be⸗ 
cauſe it is euill by the coꝛruption of fin, then it beginneth to 
to be god when it is refozmedby God, Nepther do we ſaye 
that a man doany god Wwillinglye , buf then when the 
will is ruled by the ſpirit of God, Therefoze touchyng thys 
part, we ſe that the whole pꝛaiſe is ginen to God: and that 
it is frinolous which the Sophiſters teache, that grace is ol⸗ 
fered vnto vs, and placed as it were in the middes, that wer 
mayembzace it if we liſte. Foz except God ſhoulde wozke ef- 
fectually in vs, he conlde not be ſaide to wozke a god wyll, 
Concernyng the ſecond part we mull thinke the ſame thing, 
god, he ſapth, is ini, that is the wozker whereby wee 
wozke: therefoꝛe he bzingeth vnto an end thoſe godly affecti⸗ 
ons whiche he hath inſpired into vs, leaſte they ſhoulde be in 
baine, as he pꝛomiſeth by Ezechiell. 11,2 o, / wall make them 
to walke in m preceptes, wherby we gather, that perſeuerance 
alſo is his mere gift. of hi good pleaſure _ do — 
I, 8 


422 A CoMMENTARIE Or I. CALviNE, 


this fo2 god intent of the minde : but J rather refer it vnto 

God and J vnderſtande it fo2 his willing affection whyche 

commonly they call his god pleaſure, Foz in this ſignifica! ie 

on alſo the vſe of the greeke woꝛde is moꝛe common, and the 

text doth require it. Foz this is Paules d2ift,to gyue all vnto 
God, and to take all from vs Therekoꝛe not being conten⸗ 

ted to haue giuen vnto God the effecte, both of the god wyll 
and of the woꝛke, he aſcribeth both vato his free mercy, wher- 
vy he excludeth the kayned opinion of the ſophiſters touching 
grace following, whiche they imagine to be the re warde of 
merit. Zherefo2e he teacheth that all the courſe of our life, il 
we liue aright, is directed by god, and that of his free godnes. 
I/ith feare and trembling. Yereof Paule inferreth an exhozta⸗ 
tion, that they ſhoulde wozke out theyꝛ ſaluation with feare: 
he iopneth feare and trembling togither,foz a ſerious and 

carefull feare,accozdyng to his manner, to increaſe the mats 
ter maze. Therefoze he ſhaketh off as well dꝛouſines, as con⸗ 
fidence, By the woꝛd wozke he chaſtiſeth lothfulnes, wc of 
is alwaies wittie to ſeeke a going fo2warde - but it ſemeth 
to haue a ſwete ſmell in the grace of God, becauſe if GD D 
wozketh in vs, why ſhoulde not we ware ſlothfull 2 But the 
holy ghoſt admoniſheth vs that he will wozke in liuglye Ju- 
{truments : but ſtraight.way he beateth backe pꝛyde, com- 
mending feare and trembling. We muſt alſo diligently con⸗ 
ſider that which he inferreth ; from God, he ſayth , you haue 
all thinges , therefoze be carefull and humble, foz there 
is nothyng whyche ſhoulde moze inſtructe vs vnto mode- 
ſtye and keare, than when we heare that we ſtande by the 
onlye grace of GD D, ready fozthwyth to fall, if he with⸗ 
dꝛawe hys hande but a lyttle. The confidence of our ſelues 
bꝛeedeth Hecuritye andfiercenes , Thys is expꝛeſled:who⸗ 
ſoeuer truſte vato-they2 awne ſtrength, they ware inſo⸗ 
lente through pꝛyde , and ſleepe in Securitye. The re⸗ 
medye therefoze agaynſte both theſe euills is, if diſtruſting 
our ſelues we depende all togither vppon God only , And 
berilye that man bath trulpe pzofited as well in the know⸗ 
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ledge ofthe grace of god, as of his own infirmitte, who being 
wakened from lecuritie, earneſtlp requireth helpe of god: but 
they that are puffed vp with a truſte of their owne ſtrength 
it is neceſſary that they ſhoulde become d2unken in ſecuri⸗ 
fte-Wherefoze the ſclander, wherewith the Papiſts burden 
vs, is impudent, namelye , that by extollyng the grace of 
God, and by beatyng downe free wyl, we make men ſloth⸗ 
full, we ſhake off the feare of God, and take away all care⸗ 
fulnes. But the Readers doe ſee that Paule here doth not gas 
ther matter of erhoꝛtation from the doctrine of the Papiſtes: 
but from our doctrine , Go, he ſayt h, doth all tiynges in gau. 
Therekoze ſubmptte pour ſelues vnfo hym with fcare, 
Trulp, J doe not denye but many men hearyng that there 
is no godnes in vs, wyll wyth moze libertye flatter them 
ſelues in they2 fanlfes , Eut à denpe that this is the faulte 
of the doctrine whyche being recepuedas it ought. bzingeth 
foꝛth a carefulnes in our hartes Mozcouer the Papiſts 
abuſe thys place to ouerth2zowe the certapnetye of Fapth: 
foz he that trembleth, is vncertayne. Thus therefoze they 
take Paule hys woꝛdes, as though in all our life we ſhould 
ffacker in the truſt of our ſaluation: but if we wpll confer 
Paule with himſelfe, he doth not here exhoztc vs vnto doub⸗ 
tyng, becauſe euer pe where he commendeth confidence and 
a full aſſurance of God hys mercyes : but the Solution is 
caſte, if any man ſeeke the true ſence without contenti⸗ 
on. There are two kyndes of feare: the one engendzeth 
carefulnes wyth humility ; the other doubtyng. The firſte 
is oppoſed as well to the ſecurity and llothfulnes of the fleſh, 
as vnto pꝛide: the other is oppoſed vnto the certainetye of 
faith. Pozeouer we muſt marke, that as the faythful do cer⸗ 
tainelp reſt vpon the grace of God, ſo whilzs they caſt backe 
their eyes vnto their owne-frailety , they doe not lleepe ſe⸗ 
curely:but fo2 feare of daunger, ſtirre vp themſclues vnto 
pꝛaiers: notwithſtanding it is ſo far of, that this feare ſhould 
trouble the quiet ſtate of thcir conſtancie, andſhake their 


* it rather cofirmeth the:foz the diſtruſt of our ſelues 
G. 2. maketh 
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maketh vs reſt moꝛe ſtrongly vpon the mercy of God, and fo 

that ende tende Paules wozdes : foꝛ he requireth nothing of 
the Philippians,but that they ſhould ſubmit themſelues vn⸗ 
to god, with a true denying of themlelues. orke out your own 
{aluarion. As the Pelagians in old time: ſo the papiſtes at this 
day do p2oudely boaſte of this place, to extoll the vertue of 
man: fo2 whiles the foꝛmer ſentence is obtected vnto them: 
Ito that worleth: they ſtraight way beate it backe a⸗ 
gaine (as it were with this buckler.) 7/oorke outyour one 
Saluation , Since therefoze the wozke is giuen in common 
both vnto god and vnto man, they attribute halfe vnto either. 
In ſumme, from the woꝛd wor e they gather free will, e from 
the wozd /aluation, they gather meate ok eternall life, J an- 
ſwere 5 ſaluation is taken foꝛ the whole courſe of our vota⸗ 
tion, c vnder this woꝛd are compzehended al things where⸗ 
by God doth accompliſh that perfection, vnto the whiche he 
hath appointed vs in his frer eledion. No man except he beer 
obſfinate and impudent will deny this: we are ſayde to ſi⸗ 
niſh it, when being gouerned by the holy ghoſte, we attayne 
vnto ableſſed life. It is God which calleth, who offreth ſal- 
uation, It is our dutie by faith to embzace that which he gi⸗ 
ueth, and by our obedience to anſ were to his calling:but net- 
ther ok theſe can we haue from our ſelues, Then therfoze bo 
we any thing, when he hath pꝛepared vs to do it? The woꝛd 
which he vſeth ſignifieth pꝛoperly to finiſh : but wee mult re⸗ 
member that which J ſaide,that Paule doth not diſpute how 
farre our ability doth extend, but doth teach ſimply, that god 
doth ſa woꝛke in vs that pet he ſuffereth vs not to ware lloth⸗ 
full, but exerciſeth vs being ffrongly dꝛiuen foꝛ ward by hys 
ſecrete motion,14,wthour murmurings, Theſeare the fruites 
of that humility vnto the which he exhoꝛted. Fo2 whoſoener 
attributing nothing to himſelfe,hath learned fo ſubmit him- 
ſelfe carefully vnto God, he will behane himſelfe alſo quiet- 
ly among men. Foz where euery man pleaſe himſelfe there 
raigneth two vices:that one ſpeake againſt another,and that 


ther fkriue among themlelnes by contention, Firlt therfoze 


he 
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he fozbiddeth maliciouſnes 4x ſecrete grudgings: Then open 
contentions, He addeth alſo a third thing that they ſhoulde 
not giue others occaſion of complaining, whiche is wont to 
p:occede of to much teſtines. Hatred is not alwaies to be fea 
red, but we muſt indeauour that by our owne fault we make 
not our ſelues odious, that it may be fulfilled in vs, They ha- 
ted me without a canſe,Pſal. 35, 19 Although if any woulde 
extende it further, Jam not againſte him: foz thence come 
mur mur ings æ diſputings, whileſt euery man beyond mea- 
ſure car ing foz himſelle, giueth vnto others occaſion to com⸗ 
plaine:pea this woꝛd may be taken actiuelp, that it may ſig⸗ 
nie not troubleſome men, noꝛ complainers. And this ſigni⸗ 
fication agreeth not ill with the tert, becauſe the ſ&de of all 
bꝛawlings and backbitings,foz the moſt part is complaining 
He iopneth Sincere, becauſe ſuch filthines will neuer come 
fozthfrom purged minds,7 he ſonnes of God without reprehenſion 
It muſt thus be reſolued, without rep2chenſion: becauſe yee 
are the ſonnes of God:foz the adoption of & O D muſte bee 
the cauſe ofa blameleſſe life, that by ſome ſimilitude we may 
reſemble our father. Although there was neuer ſuch perfectt- 
on inthe woꝛld, that nothing ſhoulde be found wozthy repze- 
henſion:pet they are called irrepꝛehenſible, who with al their 
care ſtriue to come thither, as it is ſaide in another place , In 
the mids of a peruerſe generation The faithfull liue in the earth 
mingled with the vngodly, they dzawe togither the common 
ayer,thcy enioy the common lande. And at that tyme alſo 
they were moze diſperſed, becauſe there could ſcarce be found 
one godly houſe, which was not euery way compaſſed wyth 
vnbeleeuers. So much the moꝛe Paule pzicketh fozwarde the 
Philippians, that they ſhoulde carefully take hede to them⸗ 
ſelues from all coꝛruptions. The ſenſe is therefoze:you are 
incloſed among the wicked: but in the meane while remem⸗ 
ber that by the adoption of God you are ſeparated from them. 
Therfoze let there be euident ſignes in your life, which may 
make you differ, Poꝛeouer, this reaſon muſt moꝛe pꝛouoke 
you vnto a care ofa godly and holy EE being RO 
os. 2 
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by they2 vyces and contagion, you bee parte alſo of a cro⸗ 
ked generation. Uihereas he calleth the vnbeleuers © 
peruerſe and crooked generation. That belongeth vnto the 
circumſtance ofthe place: foz he warneth them, that they 
ſhoulde ſo muche the moze diligentiye take herde, becauſe 
many offences woulde be thꝛuſte in by the vnfaithful, which 
mygahte hinder they2 right courſe: and the whole lyfe of 
the vnfaithfuil woulde bee as a Labozinthe of diuerſe tur- 
nings, which woulde leade vs out of the waye: yet neuer⸗ 
theleſſe they are Epithetes which agree with the vnbelte⸗ 
uers of all nations, and of all tymes. Foz if the harte 
of man be peruerſe and vnſearcheable , what ſhall bee the 
fruites of ſuche a rote? Me are taughte therefoze in theſe 
woꝛdes, that there is nothyng pure in the life of man, 
vntill he be refozmed by the Spirite of G O D. Among 
whome /hineyee . The termination of the Grerke verbe is 
doubtfull : ſoꝛ it might bee reade in the Indicatiue mode: 
Yee ſhine., But the Imperatiue mode better agreeth with the 
 theerho2tation He wil haue the faithful like lampes, which 
doc ſhine in the darkenes ofthe wozlde , As il he ſhoulde 
ſaye, the vnfaitbfull are the childzen ofthe nyghte, and 
in the wo2ide there is nothing but darkenes : but GD D 
bath illuminated pou vnto this ende, that the purenes of 
your life might ſhine in thys darknes , whereby his grace 
might appeare moſte euident. So it is alſo ſaide by the pꝛo⸗ 
phet. T he Zorde ſhall ariſe vppon thee, and his glory [hall bee ſeene 
in thee, Elaic,6o, 2, By and by it followeth , The gentiles 
ſhall walke in the light, and Kinges in the bzightnes of 
thy countenance. Although Elac there pꝛeacheth rather of 
doctrine , And Paule here of the example of life (Jn reſpects 
alſo of doctrine ) Chꝛiſte calleth his Apoſtles peculiar ipe in 
another plate, the light of the wozlde, Math, 5. 14. 16. Hol- 
ding forth the worde of life. The reaſon why they ſhoulde ber 
lightes, is becauſe they beare the woꝛd of life , whereby they 
are lightned, that they alſo may ſhine vnto others. He allu⸗ 
deth vnto candels, wherein are ſet werkes to burne, and he 
maketh 
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maketh vs like vnto the candels, He compareth the woꝛd of 
God vnto the werke of the candle, whence the light is. Jf you 
had rather haue another ſimilitude:we are the candle ſticks, 
the doctrine of Chꝛiſt is the candle, which being ſet in vs gy⸗ 
ueth light round about: And it ſigmifie that we offer inturie 
vnto the woꝛd of God, except it ſhine in vs by the purenes of 
our life, Bither appertaineth the ſaying of Chaifte : No man 
lightethacandle and putteth it vader a buſhell, gc. Mat. 5.1 5 
So we are (aide to beare the wozde,that in the meane whyle 
we are bozne by it, becauſe we are founded in it. But the mas 
ner of bearing which Paule here handleth is this:that god vp⸗ 
on this condition hath committed his doctrine vnto vs, not 
that we ſhoulde kepe the lighte thereof ſuppꝛelled and idle, 
but that we ſtoulde bzing it fozth vnto others. The ſumme 
ts this, wholoeuer are illuminated by the heauenly doctrine, 
do beare about that doarine which may bew2ay and vncouer 
their ſhame, except they walke holily + purely; but this light 
is therfoze kindled, that they themſelues ſhoulde not only bee 
directed in the right wap, but that they ſhoulde alſo ſhewe it 
fozth vnto others. nto my glory. To intreaſe their courage, 
he witneſleth that which ſhal be gloztous vnto him, if he haue 
not labozed in vaine among them: not becauſe they doe 
loſe the pzice and the rewarde of their trauell, who haue labo⸗ 
red faithfullp, yet without effect : but ſince the ſucceſſe of our 
miniſterp is the ſingular bleſſing of God, let vs not maruell 
ifGodalſocrowne that among his other gifts, As therctoze 
ſo many churches gotten by Paule vnio Chziſt,do now make 
his Apoſtleſh ip honoꝛable:ſo it is no doubte, but theſe victo- 
ries ſhall haue place in the kingdome of Chꝛiſte, as he ſaith 
a little after, you are my crowne. And it is no doubte but the 
triumph ſhal be ſo much the moꝛe excellent, as the deeds ſhal 
be moꝛe glozious. Jf any mi would aſke how Paule do now 
reiopte in his laboꝛs, who in the 2. Cor. 1 1. 1 1. foꝛ biddeth to 
reioyce in any thing butin p Lozd:the anſwere is eaſp when 
as we haue calte do wne our ſelues t al thinges that are ours 
befoze the Loꝛd, and haue repoſed our whole 3 in _— 
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At is lawful alſo thzough Chꝛiſt to reioice in the beneſites of 
god, as it appeareth in the firſt epiſtle to the Cozinthians:this 
parte Vntill che day of the Lord is A pꝛick vnto the Philippians, 
foꝛ to perſeuer, ſince that the tribunall ſeat of Chꝛiſte is (et 
befoze them, from whence they muſt loke foz the rewarde of 
theyꝛ faith. 

17 And though I be offered vp vpon the ſacrifice and ſeruice 
of your fauth, I reioyce, and retoyce with you all. 

18 For the ſame cauſe alſo revoyce ee, and rewyce togyther 
with me. 

19 And I hope in the Lorde that I ſhall alſs ſende Timotheus 
V1fo you ſhortly that 1 alſo may be quiet when 1 Hu 7 
your eſtate. 

20 For I haue ns man like minded, who will faithfully care 
for your matters. 
21 Forallſeeke theyr ewne,and not the things whiche are Ie- 
ſus C hrifles, 

22 But ye knowe the proofe of him, that as a ſonne with the Fa- 
ther, he hath ſerued with me iu the goſpel, 

23 Zim therefore I hope to ende, aſſoone 45 I knowe h owe it will 

go with me, | 


24 And I truſte in the Lorde that 1 alſo my ſelfe ſhall come 
[portly. | 

17 V be offered. In gretke it is --12, Wherefoze he ſe· 
meth vnto me fo allude vnto thoſe ſacrifices , by the killing 
whereol, among the men of old time couenants & bargaines 
were ratified; fo2 the greekes p2operly cal . a ſacrifice of- 
fered to confirme a conenant , After this ſoꝛte he calleth his 
death a confirmation of their faith, as certainely it ſhould be. 
But that the whole place might bemoze cleere, he ſapth that 
he ſacrificed vnto god, when he conſecrated them thzough the 
goſpel, The like ſaying is to the Romanes. r 5,1 6, foʒ there he 
he bꝛingeth in himſelle as a pꝛieſt, which offreth the gentiles 
vnto God thꝛough the goſpell. And as the goſpell is the Spi⸗ 
rituall ſwoꝛd to kill ſacrifices, ſo faith is as it were the offe- 


ring:foz there is no faith without moztification,by the which 
wee 
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wer are conſecrated vnto God. He putteth two woꝛds e. 
and a ſatr iũce and ſeruice, wherebt᷑ the foꝛmer is refer⸗ 
red vnto the Philippians, who were offred vnto God : the o⸗ 
ther vnto Paule: foꝛ he is the act of the lacriſice. It is as much 
as adminiſtration and ſo it compzehendeth the functions and 
duties of eyther kindes: but here it belongeth pꝛoperly vnto 
the wozſhip of God, as the Latines ſap,-perar: ſacrit, to ſatr i- 
fice. Now Paule ſaith that he ſhall be ioyfull if he ſl oulde ber 
offered vpon ſuch a ſacrifice, that it might be moꝛe ratiſied + 
ſtrong. This is to teach the goſpell from the harte, when wer 
are ready to confirme with our owne blond that whyche wee 
teache. Beſides, here is a p2ofitable doctrine to be gathered 
touching the nature of faith: namely, that it is not a vaine 
thing: but ſuch a thing as conſecrateth a man vnto God:and 
alſo the miniſters of the goſpell haue here an excellent com- 
foꝛt, who are ſaide fo be the pꝛieſtes of God, lo offer ſacrifices 
vnto him: ſoꝛ with what earneſtnes woulde he bende him 
ſelfe to be carefull in pꝛeaching, which knoweth that this is a 
ſacrifice acceptable vnto God 2 Touchiung this kinde of ſacri⸗ 
fice, whileſt the miſerable papiſts know nothing, they feigne 
another kinde which is ertreame ſacrilege. He ſaith, / rcre:ce 
togither with you: that if it ſhoulde happen that he ſhould dye, 
they might kno we it ſhoulde be foz their p2ofite, and they 
might reape fruite by his death. 8, Reſeyce yee. By this cheere⸗ 
fulnes he animateth the Philippians, and enflameth them 
to ſuffer death valiantly,in which the faithful ſuffer no euyl. 
Foz befoze he taught that death ſhoulde be to him aduantage, 
ret here he eſpecially bewareth that his death trouble not 
the Philippians. Therefoze he denieth that it ſhall bee any 
cauſe of fo2rowe : yea they muſte rather reiopce, becauſe they 
ſhould finde it fruifeful:fo2 although of it ſelfe it were a grie⸗ 
uous loſſe fo be depꝛiued of ſuch a teacher, yet the recomprce 
ſhould not be lighter, becauſe the goſpell ſhoulde bee con- 
firmed by his bloud. In the meine while he admoniſheth the 
that death pꝛiuately fo himſelfe ſhall be toyful , whereas E- 
raſmus tranflateth it in the pꝛeſent tenſe, Ton doe reioyce. It ig 
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altogither farre off. 19. And / hope. Be pꝛomiſeth vnto them 
the comming of Iimotheus, that by loking ſoz him, they 
might ſtay themſelues moꝛe mankully, and not peelde to the 
deceiuers: foꝛ as in warre the hope of ſuccoꝛ keeveth ſtill the 
mindes of ſoldiers that they faint not: ſo this cogitation alſo 
might giue muche courage vnto the Philippians . He ball 
come ſhoꝛtly that ſhall oppoſe himſelfe againſte the attempts 
of our enimies, and ik the only expectation of him did ſo much 
pꝛeuaile, his pꝛeſence ſhould be much moze foꝛcible. The con 
dition is to be noted, wherein he ſubmitteth himſelfe fo the 
pꝛonid tte of god, determining nothing withouty going be⸗ 
foꝛe: as truly it is lawful to appoint nothing fo2 the time to 
tome, but vader the hand of God the Lo2d (as J may ſo ſay) 
here he addeth rat / alſo may be quiet, he declareth his loue 
towards them (as much to ſay) as he was ſo careful foz their 
dãgers, that except he knew their pꝛoſperous eſtate, he could 
not be well , 20 7 haue no man lilte minded Althoughe manye 
gather a diuerſe ſenſe, J thus interpꝛet it, I haue no man ſo 
well minded to be careful foꝛ your matters: fo in my iudge⸗ 
ment Paule rather compareth Timotheus with others, than 
with him ſelfe:and truly fo2 that purpoſe he giueth him a ſin⸗ 
gular pꝛaiſe, that foz his rarenes he might be in greater cſti- 
mation. 21. For all men [eeke their owne. 13 eſ peaketh not of thẽ 
who had altogither calf away the care of godlines, but of the 
whome he accounted fo2 bꝛethꝛen, yea whome he ſuffered in 
his owne company : pet he ſaith that they are ſo cunning in 
caring foꝛ their owne matters, that they are moze cold in the 
wozk of the Loꝛd. In ſheb it ſemeth to be no grieuous fault 
to ſæke ones obone:but how intollerable it is in the ſeruãtes 


ok Th?ilt it appeareth thereof, that it maketh them altogy⸗ 


ther vnpꝛofitable, whome it poſſeſſeth : fo2 it cannot be that 
he ſhauld employ him ſelfe foꝛ the Churche, that is addicted 
vnto himſelfe , Therefoze thou wilt ſape: dyd Paule the 
ry be wyth himſelfe men of no govnes and diſſembiers 2 
Z aunſwere that it is not ſo fo bee faten , as thoughe bes 
ing altogyther bent to they2 owne pꝛofftte, they had no 

cars 


Veon THz PL 1PriaNyg 517 


care at all of the Churche : but becauſe they being entangled 
with they; owne pꝛiuate commodities , thep were moze 
negligent to pꝛomote the publique benefite of the C hurche: 
fo2 it is neceſſarpe that one of theſe affections muſte rapane 
in vs: that cyther nealecing our ſelues, we ſhoulde beer 
carryed vnto Chꝛiſte, and vnto thoſe thynges that are 
Chꝛyſtes : o2 elſe boeyng to muche addiccd to cur owne 
p2ofit, we ſhoulde ſerue Chꝛyſt ſoꝛ ſathion ſake ,Yereof ap⸗ 
peareth how great an hinderance it is vnto the miniſter's 
of the Churche , to ſ&ke theyz owne. Nexthcr are tteſe 
excuſes of any foꝛce: J am iniut ious to no man, J muſic 
haue regarde of my ſelfe: am not ſo harde harleb:bul J am 
carefullpe moucd with reſpecte of mine owune commoditie: 
foz thou muſte departe ſrom thine owne right, that theu 
mapeſt perfo2me thy dutie : thy reaſon is neither to be pꝛe⸗ 
ferred befoze the gloꝛy of Chꝛiſte, noꝛ to be made cqual with 
it: whether ſoeuer Chꝛiſte calleth thee, thou muſt goe ſpee⸗ 
dily, leauing all other thinges. So thou muſte loke backe 
bnto thy vocation, that thou muſte turne awape thy ſen⸗ 
ſes from all thinges that may call thee backe ward. Thon 
maieſt line in another place moze wealthilp: but God bath 
bounde thee to a Churche whiche mainetaine thee but ſclen⸗ 
derly. In another place there is moze honour: but Cod hath 
giuen thee that place, in which thou muſk line humbly. Jn ans 
other place the aire is moꝛe healthfull, oꝛ the tountt ye moꝛe 
pleaſant:but here thy ſtanding is appopnted. Thou weuldſt 
wiſh that thou hadſt rather to do with a moꝛe gentle people: 
either their vnthankkfulnes, o2 their fierccnes, oꝛ their pꝛyde 
offendeth the. Finally thou doſt not agree with the wit 4 mas 
ners of the tõtrp:pet thou muſt ſtriue with thy ſelke, 4 after a 
ſoꝛt offer violece to thy cofrary deſires.5ᷣ̊ thou maiſt increaſe 
that qod which thou haſt gottt᷑:ſoꝛ thou art not ſr te, oꝛ at thy . 
own liberty. To conclude thou muſt foꝛget thy ſelfe, if thou 
wilt ſerue G © D. And il Paule doth repꝛeue them ſo 
ſeuerelp, who had greater carz of them ſelues than of the 
Churche, what iudgemente doe they loke foz 4 who bers 


yng altogither cari ped aware by their owne buſines, doe 
1 nothing 
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nothing eſterme the cdifiyng of the Church? althonghs they 
now flatter themſelues: pet God will not ſpare them. So 
far re it is to be granted to the miniſters of the Churche, to 
ſxke their owne, that they be not hindzed from ſeekyng the 
kingdome ok Cheiſte: but by this meane they ſhall not 
nowe be ſaide to ſake their owne, becauſe the lie of man is 
eſteemed, accoꝛding vato the ſpeciall marke whereat it ay- 
meth, dt hereas he laith, All: ou mult not vrge p vniuerſal 
fixne, that you admit no exception: foꝛ there were others al⸗ 
lo, as E:; pphroditus, but a very fewe: but he attributeth that 
vnto all, which was euerp where common Mhen wee heare 
Paule complaining in that golden age, wherein all vertues 
flour iched that true harted bꝛethꝛen were ſo hard to finde:let 
not vs diſcourage our ſelues, if at this day our eſtate be alike: 
only let euery man take herd to himſelfe p he be not woꝛthp⸗ 
ly numbꝛed in this catalog. woulde the Papiſts would an⸗ 
(were me, where Peter was at that time, who ought to haue 
bene at Rome (it they ſay truth. Oh heauy and ſhameful diſ- 
pꝛaiſe which Paule ſhould giue him:they fable therfoze when 
thep eigne that he was then Biſhop of the Church of Rome. 
Marke that the ediſtyng of the Church is called the thinges of 
Chꝛiſt, becauſe the truly we doe his buſines, when we laboz 
in trimming his vineyard, 27 yee knowe the experience of him, 
Acco2ding to the woꝛd it is, you knolve the pꝛols of him, ex⸗ 
cept you had rather haue it in the Imperatiue mode kw zee, 
loꝛ thep coulde ſcarce take any triall of him in the time) but 
there is little matter of waight in that. This is eſpecially to 
be marked, p he giusth teſtimony vnto Jimothiie of his fapth 
and madeſtie, It appertaineth to his faith, in that he te ſtiũ⸗ 
eth, that he lerued with him in the goſpel,x it is a ſigne ol hes 
modeſty, that he ſubmitted himſelfe to him, as vnto his Fa⸗ 
ther. That Paule commendeth this vertue namely , it is no 
maruell, foꝛ it hath bene rare in all ages. At this dape what 
young man can be founde, who will velde euen a little vnto 
his elders: ſuch inloleutie ſpꝛingeth and boyleth fozth in that 
age. In this place (as in manꝝ other) we ſe what an earneſt 
care 
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Care Paule hath to beautifie godly miniſters, not ſo much fo2 
their cauſe,as that if belongeth to the whole Churche, that 
[ich ſhould be loued and reuerenced, and be in great authozi - 
tie, And I truſte L my ſelfe. This allo he addeth, leaſte they 
ſhoulde thinke that anye thing had happened, which might 
change the purpoſe of hys comming, whercof befoꝛe he had 
made mention: pet alwaies he ſpeaketh with a condition. It 
it pleaſe the Loꝛd: fozalthough he hoped of deliverance from 
the Loꝛde: becauſe we ſaid, there was no certaine pꝛomiſe 
that his hope was firmely ſetled, but hanging as it were vron 
the ſecret counſell of God. 

25 But I haue thought it neceſſary to ſende vnto you Eh 
phreditus my brother and companion in laboure, and fellow 
ſaldier : but your Apoitle, and the miniſter of my neceſ* 
ſitie, 

26 Becauſe he longed after you all, and was ful of heauineſſe, 

becauſe yee had heard that he had bee ne [icke. 
27 And truly he u as ſiche,very neere vnto deathelut ged had 
mercy on him, & not on him only , but on me alſo, that J 
[houl d not haue ſorrow vpn ſorrow . 

$3 F£ : ſente hym therefore the more diligently » that when yee 
ſce him yee myght agayne rezoyce, and 1 might be the leſſe 
forrovfull 

29 Recehue him therefore in the Lorde wath all gladnes „ and 

make much of ſuch. 

30 Becauſe that for the worke of Chrifte, he was neere ve 

death, offeryng his life vnto danger, that he might ful fil 
that ſerutce which was wantin g 0 your partie ton arde 
me, 

25 Epaphroditus , After he had comfozted them by pꝛo⸗ 
miſing his owne comming, and the comming of T:motheus, 
p2eſently alſo he ſtrengthneth them, ſending Ehaphroditus 
afoze: leaſt in the meane time while he were certaine what 
would become of himſelfe(fo2 this was the cauſe of his tary 
ing) they ſhould want their paſtoz, who might defende they 


well oꝛdered eſtate. He commendeth Epaphroditus by many 
.. names 
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names:that he is a bꝛother, and an helper in the buſtnes of 
the Golpell: that he is his fellow ſoldier:by which woꝛde hs 
expꝛeſſeth what the condition of the miniſters of the goſpell 
is:namelp that they muſt be in continuall warfare ; fo2 Sa⸗ 
than wil not ſuſfer them to pꝛomote the goſpel without figh⸗ 
ting. Ther efoꝛe let them knowe who pꝛepare them ſelues tg 
cdifie the Church, that there is warre pꝛoclaimed and readpe 
againſt them. This truly is common vnto all Chꝛiſtians to 
ſerue as loldiers in the tents ol Chzilt, becauſe Sathan! is the 
enimy of vs al: but eſpeciallp it appertaineth to y miniſters 
pt the woꝛd, who leade the armies, and carry the ſtandarde: 
vet moꝛe pꝛoperly, it was lawfull foꝛ Paule to boaſt of hys 
warfare, who was exerciſed in all kind of battels, yea euen 
mir aculouſly. Therefoꝛe Paule commendeth Epaphrod:tus, 
becauſe he was par taker with him of his ſtriuings:the name 
of Apoſtle is here generally (as in manp other places) taken 
foʒ euery Euangeliſt except any had rather take it foꝛ a mc(- 
ſenger ſent from the Philippians, 5ᷣ theſe two map iopntlye 
be read togither: a meſſenger ſent to miniſter vnto Paule, but 
the foꝛmer ſenſe in mp iudgement agrecth better. Be putteth 
this alſo among his pꝛaiſes, pᷣ he miniſtred vnto him in pzilo; 
of which thing we ſhal ſpeak moze amply after ward. 26. Zen- 
ged after you, A ſigne of a true paſtoꝛ, that when he was far of, 
t willingly witholden from his godiy dutie: pet he was mos 
ued with care and deſire of his fiocke,and when he vnderſtod 
that his ſherpe were ſad fo2 his ſake,.he was heaupe foꝛ their 
griele. In like maner the godly care of the Philippians foz 
their paſtoꝛ is declared. 7. But C od had mercyen him. Ve cr⸗ 
p2elled the gricuouſnes of the diſeaſe, becauſe Epa phrodity 8 
was ſicke without hope of lite, that the godnes of Cod in re⸗ 
ſtoꝛiuig his helth might appeare moze cuidently. But it is a 
maruel that the Apoitle doth account the pꝛolonging of Epa- 
phroditus his life, in the number of Gods mercies:when bc- 
foꝛe he teitifed that he rather deſired death. And what is bet⸗ 
ter foꝛ vs, than being deliuered out of ſo manp miſeries ot 


the woꝛld, to palle into the kingdome of god: eſpectallp being 
deliuered 
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deliuered from the bondage of ſinne, in the which he cryeth 
ouf,Rom,7.24-that he was miſerable to enioy moze fully ths 
liberty of the ſpirit, whereby we may cleaue faſt vnto þ ſon 
of God:; Jt were a long thing to recken vp all things, which 
cauſc that death is better tha life vnto the faithfull, and moꝛe 
to be wiſhed foz Therefoꝛe what mercy is that of god, when 
it doth nothing but pꝛolong our miſeries ? J anſwere that 
al things make not, but theſe p this life eſtæ med in it ſell, is 
an excellent benefit of God:eſpecially they d liue vnto Chꝛiſt 
are here happily ererciſed vnto the hope of heaueniy gloꝛpe: 
and therefoze we ſawe a little befo2e, that life was to them 
aduantage. Furthermoze there ts another thing to be conũde⸗ 
red, that GD D vouchlafeth vs no ſmal thing, when he glo⸗ 
rifteth him felfe in vs: foꝛ we mult not ſo muche reſpect our 
life, as the ende wherefo2c we doe liue. And of me alſo that 
oulde not haue ſorrowe Þpon ſorrowve . Paule tonfeſſe th that 
the death of Epaphroditus would haue bene bitter vnto him, 
and herein he acknowledgeth that God ſpared him, tn that 
he was againe reſtoꝛed vnto his health, Therfoze he boſteth 
not of the ſenfeleſſenes ofthe Stoickes , as though be were 
made of iron, and free from the affection of men, Uhat 
therefoꝛe, ſome will ſay: where is the vaconquered courage 
of his minde ? where is hys vnwearyed conſtancie? Jan⸗ 
ſwere that Chꝛiſtian patience doe dyffer farre from the per⸗ 
uerſencs of Philoſophers: muche moꝛe from that croked 
and cruell hardenes ofthe Stoickes: foz what vertue were 
it patiently to beare the croſſe „ if there were no fe&ling of 
griefe and of bitternes in it? but whileſt the comfozt of God 
doth overcome this feeling, that we reſiſt not but rather wil⸗ 
lingly giue our backes to be beaten , then wer offer a ſa⸗ 
crifice of dur obedience acceptable vnto GD D. So Paule 
confcfſeth that he did feele ſome ſoꝛrowe and griefe in his 
bandes, notwythſtandyng he dyd toyfullye ſuffer thoſe 
bands foz Chaiff - He confcfſeth that he Could grieuouſly 
baue taken the death ol Epaph roditus: yet at lengthe he 


would haue framed his affects vnto = wil of god; although 
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al the hardenes of the matter is not pet wholly anſwered: fo2 
then we pꝛoue our obedience, when we bzidle our naughtye 
affcctions , and giue not place to the infirmitie of the fleſhe. 
Two things ther foꝛe are to be conſidered, firſt that the affec- 
tios which god at the beginning put into our nature, are not 
euil of themſelues, becauſe they pzoced not from the viciouſ⸗ 
nes of our cozrupted nature, but flow from god, who is p au⸗ 
thoz of them, of which ſozt is ſoꝛrow, which is taken foꝛ the 
death of our friends. Againe there were many other cauſes 
why Paule ſhould lament the death of Epaphroditue, ę thoſe 
not only blameleſſe,but altogither neceſſary, This firſt of al 
is acon:innuall thing with the faithfall,that in the death of a- 
np, they are admoniched ofthe wzath of God againſte ſinne: 
but Paule was moꝛe moued with the loſſe ofthe church which 
be ſawe ſhoulde be deſtitute of an excellent paſtoz,in ſo great 
a ſcarſitie of god men, They that would haue ſuch affections 
altogither taken away and extinguiſhed, doe not only feigne 
men as ſenceleſſc as ſtones, but cruell and hardharted , But 
in this coꝛruption of nature, all things are ſo peruerſe in vs, 
that whatſoeuer our minds be moned fo, they alwaies exceed 
meaſure. Hereof it rommeth,that nothing of it ſelfe is ſopure 
and right, which dzaweth not vnto it ſome contagion. Bo2e- 
ouer ̊ Paule (as he was a man)ſuffered ſomwhat inhis grief 
beſeming the nature of man. J deny not, foꝛ both he laboꝛed 
vnder his infirmitie, and allo it was neceſſary that he ſhould 
be tempted, that by ſtriuing and reſiſting he might haue mat⸗ 
ter to ouertome. 28, 7 Haue ſent him more diligently. The pꝛe⸗ 
ſente ol E paphroditus was no ſmall comfozt vnto him: pet 
he ſo much pzeferred the laluation of the Philippians befoꝛe 
his owne commoditp, that he ſaith he retoiceth foꝛ his depar- 
ture, becauſe he was ſozrowfull by his owne occaſion to bee 
dꝛawne from the flocke committed vnto him, and from the 
duties of him, though pleaſaͤt. which he inioped with the lolſe 
of them. Therefoze he lapth, that he ſhal he moꝛe glad foz the 
top oł the Philippians -29, Receiue him with all io . He taketh 


all jop foz ſincere and ſurpaſſing toy , And againe he com⸗ 
mendeth 
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mendeth him to the Philippians: he labozeth altogcther in 
this point, that they ſhould be much eſtermed, that pꝛwue 
themſelues god and faithful paſtoꝛs. Neither doth he ſpeake 
onlp of one, but he commaundeth all ſuch to be had in eſti⸗ 
mation, foꝛ they are pꝛecious ſtones taken out of the treaſure 
of God, and the rarer they are, the moꝛe wozthier they are of 
greater value. And it is without doubt that God oftentimes 
doth puniſh our ingratitude, and our diſdainefull lothing of 
bis woꝛd, by depzining vs of god paſtoꝛzs, whileſt he ſ&th all 
god men foꝛ the moſt part which he giueth vs,to be deſpiſed, 
He therefo2e that deſireth to haue the Church defended a⸗ 
gainſt the lying in waite, and the aſſaults of wolues:let him 
by the example of Paule haue care, that the authozity of god 
paſtozs may be eſtabliſhed, as confrarywile, the inſtrumẽts 
of the diuell labour in nothing moꝛe than to ouerthꝛowe it 
by all meanes poſſible, Becauſe for the worke of Chriſt. J refer 
it vnto that infirmitie which he had gotten by his continuall 
diligence, therefoze he reckoneth the diſeaſe of Fpapluoch- 
tus among his vertues, as trucly it was an euident ſigne of 
his feruent 3zeale,Jt is no bertueto be ſicke, but this is a vers 
tue, that thou ſerue Chꝛiſt, not to ſpare thy ſelfe. Epaphrodi- 
tus did percetue that it would be dangerous foꝛ his health, if 
beyond meaſure he were inſtant vpon him, pet he had rather 
neglect his health, than to be behind in his dutie. And that he 
might the moꝛe commend this deede vnto the Philippianc, 
he ſayth, it was a ſupplying of their wants, becauſe they ber⸗ 
ing farre aſunder, could not beſtowe their trauell vppon 
Paule being at Rome. Therefoze Epaphtoditus being ſent 
fo; this purpoſe, did fulfill their dutie. He calleth the o⸗ 
bedience vnto hiniſelfe the wozke of the Lo2de, as 
truely there ts nothing wherein we can better 
beſtowe our trauell vpon God, than whi- 
leſt we ſuccour his ſeruaunts being 
diſtreſſed foꝛ the truth of the 
Golpell. 
F, I, Chap. by 
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Chapter. 3. 
—boresuer my brethren reioyce in the Lord. It greeueth. 
5 4d | me not to write the ſame things vnto you, and for 
JAN you it is a ſure thing. 
182 2 Beware of dogs, ns of euill laborers, beware 
of conciſian. 
3 For weare the circumciſion which m_ God in ſpirit, and 
reioyce in Chriſt Teſus,and haue no confidence in the fleſh. 
4 A Ithough F alſo haue confidence in the fleſh : if any other 
man thinketh, he hath where. he might truſt in the fleſhes 
| more 4. 
5 Circumciſed the eight day, of the kindred of Iſrael, of the 
tribe of Jeniamin, an Hebrew of the Hebren es, according te 
the lawe a Phariſee. 
6 Concerning zeale 1 erſecuted the Church: touching righte- 
euſnes which is in 8 lawe I was pnrebukeable. 
„bee in the Lord. This is a concluſion of the 
FD 2 / things that went befoze ; ſoꝛ becauſe Satan 
JL did not ceaſe to buffet them with dayly te⸗ 
@ Wo N poꝛta, he biddeth them be ſecure and ol a god 
18 if courage. By this reaſon he exhoꝛteth them 
vnto conſtancie, leaſt they ſhould fall awap 
from the doctrine which they had once receiued. And the 
wozd 4foreover doth note a continuall teno2, leaſt thozough 
many hinderances they ſhould ceaſe to extend their holy top, 
It is a rare vertue when Satan goeth about to pꝛouoke vs 
thozough the bitter nes of the croſſe, that the name of God 
might be vnpleaſant vnto vs, to reſt in the only taſte of God 
his grate, that all our froubles,greues, cares, and ſozrowes 
might be made ſwete.7o write the ſame things vnte you Herre 
he beginneth to ſpeake of the falſe Apoſtles, with whome 
notwithſtanding he ffghteth not hand to hand, as in the E- 
piffle to the Galathians, but ina few woꝛds he bitter lp refu⸗ 
teth them as much as was ſufficient: foꝛ becauſe they had 
only tempted the Phil ippians, and had not vanquiſhed them. 
a tuff 


Vrox Tus PHILIPPiANg. 59 


a iuſt diſputation was not ſo neteſſarp to refute their errozs, 
wherevnto they had neuer yeldcd their eares, @imply ther⸗ 
fo:c he admoniſheth them, Þ they ſhould be diligent and at⸗ 
tentiue in diſcerning # auoiding of deceiuers. Firſt,he calleth 
them dogs, by a metaphoze taken from hence, becauſe foz fil- 
ling their bellies ſake, they aſſaulted true doctrine by they; 
impure barking. It is; as much as if he ſhould ſay,they were 
bncleane and pꝛophane. either do Fagre vnto them, who 
thinke they were ſo called, becauſe they did enup others, oz 
did bite them, Secondly;he calleth them Full lalorerss, ſignis 
fying that vnder the colour of edifying the Church, they did 
nothing but onerthzowe and deſtrop all. Fo2 many labour 
much, whome it were better to be idle, as that common crier 
being aſked of Gracchus ieſtinglp, becauſe he ſate idle, what 
be did, had his aunſwere in a readineſſe, yea what doeſt 
thou: foꝛ he was captaine ofa pernicious tumult. Paule ther⸗ 
foze would haue a difference among laboꝛers, that the faith⸗ 
full might beware of thoſe that are euill. In the third name 
there is an elegant v ˙⁰. They did boaſt that they wers 
tircumciſion, he derideth this boaſting by calling it conciff- 
on, becauſe they did rent aſunder the vnitie of the Church, 
wherein we haue an example, that the holy Ghoſt in his in⸗ 
ſtruments did not alwates ſhun pleaſantneſſe and teſting, 
from whom not withſtanding ſcoffing muſt be far off, which 
be ſeemeth not his maieſtie. There are infintfe examples in 
the Pꝛophetes, and eſpecially in Eſay, ſo that there is no 
pꝛophane Authoz who aboundeth moze with pleaſant allu⸗ 
ſions of woꝛds and with figures, But we muſt moꝛe marke 
the vehemencie whereby Paule inneigheth agaynſte the 
falſe Apoſtles, whiche truely wyll barſt foꝛth, whereſceuer 
there is the heate of a godly zeale. But wee mult take hede 
that no intemperance o2 immoderate bitterneſſe pꝛoca de 
vnder the colour of zeale. Further, where he ſayth, that it 
is not tronbleſome to him to wꝛite the ſame things vnto 
them, he ſemeth to inſerre that he hath otherwiſe witten 


ow e Philippians, but it ſhall not be abſurd ſo to take it, 
A. U. | they 
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they are now admoniſhed of the ſame things by waiting, 
which they had off times heard when he was pꝛeſent. And if 
is no doubt but oft times he diſputed by wozdes, how muche 
ſach plagues were to be taken hee of, vet it greeueth hym 
not to repeate the ſame thing, becauſe thozough ſilence there 
was daunger imminent vnto the Philippians. And truly it 
is the dutie of a god paſto2, not onely fo miniſter fode vnto 
his flocke, and to gouerne them by his direction, but alſo to 
dꝛiue away the wolues that come neere the foldes, and that 
not once, but confinually to ſtand vpon his watch, and neuer 
to be wearte, foꝛ ſ&ing that theues and robbers do alwaies 
watch to the deſtruction of the Church, what excuſe ſhall it 
be fo2 the paſtoꝛ, if after he hath ſometimes valiantlp repel- 
led them, at the ninth o2 tenth aſſault he then fainteth :? her 
ſheweth that ſuch a repetition is p2ofitable to the Philippi- 
ans, leaft (as ſometimes it commeth to paſſe) they ſhould be 
to pꝛonde, and contemne it as a thing ſuperfluous, Foz the 
moſt part of men are ſo wayward, that they can not abide 
the ſame thing to be twiſe ſpoken, neither in the meane 
while do they thinke that, that which is daily beaten into 
them, do ſcarſe at length after ten peares ſticke in their me⸗ 
moꝛie. And if it were p2ofitable fo2 the Philippians to heare 
this exho2tation of Paule, that they may diſcerne wolues, 
what meane the Papiſts, that they can abide no iudgement 
to be giuen of their docrine?foz whome J pꝛay did Paule 
ſpeake vnto, when he ſaid Beware? did he not ſpeake vnto 
them, to whome they permit no right to diſcerne 2 and of 
them alſo Chꝛiſt ſpeaketh in like manner: My ſhe@pe heare 
my votce and follow me, a ſtraunger they flie from, and they 
da not heare his voice. John. 10. 5 27. 3. For we are the 
Circumciſion. That is, we are the true ſ&de of Abraham, and 
beires of the couenant, which was confirmed by the ſigne of 
tircumcifton ; fo2 the true circumtiſion is of the ſpirit, not of 
the letter, placed within in the head, not viſible concerning 
the ſleſh. Rom. 2, 29. By ſpirituall woꝛſhip he vnderſtan⸗ 
deth that wo2ſhip which is commended vato vs in the Goſ- 

pell, 
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pell, and conſiſteth of faith and calling vpon God, of the de⸗ 
nying of our ſelues, and of a pure conſcience, Wie mult vn- 
derſtand an antitheſis 02 contrarietie,becauſe by y contrarie 
be toucheth the wozſhip pꝛeſcribed in the lawe, whiche the 
falſe Apoſtles only vꝛged, as if he ſhould ſap:thep teach that 
God is woꝛſhipped by out ward obſeruations, and becauſe 
they obſerue the ceremonies of the lawe, they falſely boalt 
that they are the people of God, We are truly circumciſed 
who wo2ſhip God in ſpirit and truth. But heere ſome man 
will aſke whether the truth ercludeth Sacraments, foz the 
ſame thing may be laid of Baptiſme and of the Lozd hys 
ſupper. J aunſwere, that that pꝛinciple is alwaies to bee 
marked, that figures are abzogated by the comming of 
Chꝛiſt, and circumciſion is changed into Baptiſme. From 
this pꝛinciple it followeth, that pure and lawfull wozſhip- 
ping of God is now free from the ceremonies of the lawe, 
and true circumciſion vnto the faithfull conſiſt without a fi- 
gure. And we reioyce in Chriſt. The antitheſis mult be conti- 
nued: we cleaue to the matter it ſelfe, whileſt they ſticke in 
ſignes: we abide in the bodie, whileſt they haue reſpect vnto 
ſhadowes. Neither do the contrarie member of the ſentence 
which he ſet oppoſite agree ill with this: we haue no truſt in 
the fleſh,foz vader the name of fleſh he compꝛehendeth what⸗ 
ſoeuer is out ward in a man from whence glo2y is ſonght, as 
it ſhall appeare out of the text, oz that J may ſpeake moꝛe 
bziefelp, he calleth fleſhe whatſoeuer is without Chaiſfk, 
wherein he doth not lightly gaule theſe peruerſe followers 
ok the lawe,becauſe not contented with Chzift, they flic vn⸗ 
to the glozie of others. Be put, 7s reieyce, and to haue truſt 
foʒ the ſame, fo2 thoꝛough confidence he exalteth a man that 
be may alſo haue boldneſſe to reiopce, theretoze they are 
things iopned together, 4 Although 7 alſo. He ſpeaketh not 
of the affection, but he ſheweth that he allo hath occaſion to 
reioite, if that he wonlde imitate the foliſhnefſe of others, 
The ſenſe therfo2e is thus: my glo2y is placed tn Chꝛiſt:but 


if J muſt ncdes reiopte in the fleſhe, J want not matter 
I, ”. whereol 
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whereof to reiopte. And heereof we learne holy their arro⸗ 
gancie is to be refuted, that are pꝛoude without Chailt, It 
we alſo haue the ſame things, wherein they exalt them⸗ 
ſelues, let vs not ſuffer them by their foliſh boaſting fo ins 
ſult vpon Chꝛiſt, but let vs refuſe our owne glozy, that they 
map vaderſtand, that it is not fo2 enuie that we do not e⸗ 
ſteeme,yca rather, that we willingly caſt away thoſe things 
which they make moſt accompt of, Let this notwithſtanding 
be alwat2?s a clauſe, that all truſt of the ſleſhe ts vaine and 
' ridiculous, /f any man hath wherecf to truſt in the fleſke, more J. 
Not contented to make himſelfe equall with any of them, 
he oth pꝛeferre himſelfe befoze them, wherefoze he can not 
be ſuſpected in this cauſe as if he enuied their ercellencie: and 
that he extolleth Chꝛiſt to humble that which was wanting 
in himſelfe. Ve ſaith therefoze, if it ſhould come into a con⸗ 
tention, that he ſhall be moze excellent than the others: foz 
they had nothing (as we ſhall ſee dy and by) which he had 
not in like manner common with them, and in ſome things 
he did farre ſurpaſſe them. He ſaid impꝛoperlp that he had 
truſt, who without truſt was indued with carnall glozie, 
wherewith others were puffed vp. 5 Circuinciſed the erghe 
day : wozd foz woꝛd, it is the circumciſion of the eight dap, 
but touching the ſenſe, there is no difference, foz it ſigniſi⸗ 
eth that accoꝛding to the lawfull cuſlome, and accoꝛding to 
the pꝛeſcript of the lawe, that he was circumciſed, Tou⸗ 
ching that ozdinarie circumciſion, it was had in great eſti⸗ 
mation, and beſide,if was a token of their kindzed, whereof 
he addeth afterward, Foz in ſtrangers there was not the 
like reaſon, fo2 after they were become Pꝛoſelites, thep 
were circumciſed being pong men, 02 men arowne fo per- 
keection, and ſometimes alſo being old men. He ſaith there- 
foꝛe that by kindꝛed he is an Jſraelite, Be ſheweth the tribe, 
not ( in my iudgement ) that the tribe of Beniamin had moꝛe 
excellencie than the reſt, but to confirme the credite of hys 
kindzed, Bether alſo appertaine that whyche he addeth a- 
gayne that he is An Helrewe of the Hebrewes : foz this was 
an old 
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an old name wherewith Abraham is adozned by Moyſes 
in Geneſis. 14, 12, The ſumme therfoze is, that Paule from 
hys verie d2iginall was boꝛne of the ſede of Iacob, ſo that 
from thence he might reckon hys graundfathers and great 
graundfathers, According to the lawe a Phariſce. After that 
her had diſputed of the nobilitie of hys ſtocke, he deſcendeth 
now vnto peculiar giftes of hys perſon (as they call them.) 
Commonly it is ſufficiently knowne , that the ſect of the 
Phariſes in opinion of holines and doctrine , was famous 
aboue the reſt, of that (c& he ſheweth that hee was. It is a 
common opinion that they were called Phariſes of diui⸗ 
ſion ; but J rather allowe that which J heard ſometpme of 
Capito, a man of holie memozie, that thep had their name 
from hence, becauſe they boaſted that they ercelled in the 
gifte of interpꝛeting the Scripture , foz Phares among 
the Hebrewes is Interpꝛetation. When others pzofeCcd 
iyemſelucs to be learned, theſe men had rather be called 
Phariſes, who were ſkilfull in the infcrpzetaticn of olde 
Waiters, And fruly it is manifeſt, that vnder the colour of 
antiquitie, they coꝛrupted the whole Scripture by their glo⸗ 
ſes, yet becauſe they kept ſtill cerfayne interpꝛetations deli⸗ 
uered by the hands of their kathers, the greateſt honoz was 
gyuen vnto them. But what meane thys clauſe, According 
to the lawe : fo2 truely, there is nothyng moꝛe contrarie to 
the lawe of God, than ſedes, foz there one truth of God 
is delpuered, Whyche is the bonde of vnitie. MPozcouer, 
that all ſectes ſpꝛong vp when lonathas was high Paieſt, 
Ioſephus witnelleth in hys firſt boke of Antiquities, and 
I 7, Chapter. Paule vſeth imp2cperlie the name of the 
lawe, foz the doctrine of religion, becauſe it was verie 
cozrupt at that time, as at thys daye is the Chꝛiſtiani⸗ 
tie in the Papacie, But becauſe there were manie ok the 
o2der of the Doco2s leſſe Ckilfull and exerciſed , he ma⸗ 
keth mention of hys owne zeale. This was an tapneus 
offence in Paule to perſetute the Churche ; but becariſe 

I, 4. he had 
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he had fo do with varlets, who by mingling Chꝛiſt with 
Moyles, did pꝛetend the zeale of the lawe. He ſheweth of the 


contrary ſide, that he was ſo carneſtly zealous foꝛ the lawe, 


that foꝛ this cauſe he was aperſecuto2 of the Church. AÆccor- 
ding to the righteouſnes which in in the lawe. It is no doubt but 
he&re he vnderſtandeth the whole righteouſnes of the lawe, 
fo2 it is fo barren to take it fo2 the ceremonies only. The 
ſenſe therefoꝛe is mo2e generall, that he embzaced integri⸗ 
tie of life, fo much as could be required of a pꝛofeſſoꝛ of the 
lawe. Againe it is obieded, that the rightcouſnes of the law 
is perfect befoze God:foꝛ the ſumme is, that men altogether 
ſhould cleaue vnto God, and what can be moꝛe deſired vnto 
perfection? J aunſwere, that Paule here ſpeaketh ofrighte- 
ouſnes, whiche mighte ſatiſfie the common eſtimation of 
men, foz he ſeparateth the lawe from Chꝛiſt, and what is 
the lawe without Chꝛiſt, but a dead letter: that the matter 
may appeare moze playnely, J ſay there is a double righte⸗ 
ouſnes of the lawe, one is ſpirituall, namelp, the perfect lone 
of God and of our neighbours, that is contained in doctrine, 
and was neuer in the life of any man, the other is liberall, 
whiche appeareth in the ſight of men, when in the meane 
time hypocriſie reigneth in the heart, and there is nothing 
befoꝛe God but iniquitie. So the la we hath two reſpects, the 
one of God, and the other of men, Paule therefoze was holy 
in the iudgement of men, and free from all repꝛehenſion: a 
rare pꝛaiſe trulp, and almoſt ſingular, pet let vs conſider 
how much he eſteemed it. | 

7 But the things that were aduantage vnto me, the ſame 1 
counted loſſe for Chriſt his ſake. 

8 Yea, I thinke all things but loſſe, for the excellencie of the 
knowledge of C hriſt Jeſus my Lorde, for whame I haue made 
leſſe of all things, and I thinke them to be dong that I might 
winne Chriſt. 

9 Ana might find in him, not haumg mine owne righteouſnes, 
w Rh is of the lawe, but that which s thorough faith of 
Chriſt, which I ſay is the righteouſnes in faith. 

10 That 
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Io That [may know h; im, and the power of 4 reſurr: ton, & 
the fellowſhip of his i. ions, while I am made conformable 
vnto lis death. 

11 Jf by any meanes [might attaine te the reſurrectian of the 

dead. 

7 The t. ings that were aduantage vnto me: he ſaith they were 
aduantage vnto him bekoꝛe he k ewe C ho iſt: loꝛ the only ig⸗ 
noꝛãce of Chꝛiſt doth cauſe that we are puffed vp with a vain 
confidence ol our ſelues. Zhereio2e whereſoeuer we lee in any 
a falſe opinion of their owne vertne, wherlocuer we le arro⸗ 
gancie, whereſoeuer we le pꝛide, ict vs nne we that Chꝛyſle 
is not there known. Contrariwiſe, ſo ſone as Chaift ſhineth 
vnto vs, in a moment thole thinges vanititc oz ware vile, 
what ſoeuer did afoꝛe dazle our eyes with a falle bꝛightnes. 
©herefoze thoſe things that were aduantage vnto Paule pct 
being blind, oz rather thoſe things that had decetucd him vn⸗ 
der the colour of aduantage, he acknowledgeth being illumi⸗ 
nated, that they were loſſe vnto him: why did he thinke then 
loſles:becauſe they were hinderãces vnto him, that he could 
not come vnto Chꝛiſt: And what is moꝛe hurtli [! than that 
which d2tueth vs from acceſſe vnto Chꝛilt? Vut he ſpeaketh 
eſpectally of his owne righteouſnes:foꝛ we are not admit ted 
vnto Chꝛiſt, except we be empty and voide of our owne pꝛo 
ver vertue:Therefoꝛe Paule did acknowledge that there was 
nothing moꝛe hurtful vnto him than his one rightedulnes, 

as whereby he was excluded from Chꝛiſt. S. 7ea 1 thinke all 
things but laſe. This doth ſignitie that he did abide Tedfaft in 
his opinion becauſe oftentimes it come to paſſe, that bœpug 
carried away with a delight of nouelties, we foꝛget all other 
things, and alter warde it repenteth vs. Uiherefoze Paule af; 
ter he had (aide that he had renounted all in wedune nte, that 
he might poſlelle Chꝛiſt: he no! naddeth that! he is till cf that 
minde. For che excellencie of the Hor ledge. V extolle:h̊ the gel- 
pell againſte all perſuaſions which doe decetue vs: koꝛ many 
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only there is nothing but confemptible : hereofthercfoze let 
vs learne, how much the knowledge of Chꝛiſt only is to bes 
eſte:nz. Whereas he calleth him his Lo2d, he doth that ta 
expꝛeũe the vehemencte of his aiTecion For whom I aue made 
Lege of all thin s. He ſaith moꝛe tha befoꝛe, at leaſt he ſpeaketh 
maꝛe ligniſtcantly: the ũmilitude is taken fro n ſatters, who 
when thep are in danger of ſhipwꝛack, caſt foꝛth al thinges, v 
when the ſhip is vnladen, they may come lafe into the hauen. 
Therfoꝛe 2lc had rather be ſgoiled of all things whiche he 
had, than to be depꝛiued of Chꝛiſt only. But a queſtion may 
he aſi; whither it be necetſary that we renounce riches „2 
ho 1025,x nobility of kinred,t alſo our out ward righteouſnes 
p we m2p be made partakers of Chꝛiſt, ſoꝛ all thoſe are gifts 
0749 of themſelues not to be deſpiſed .J anl were that the As 
podle doth not here ſpoake ſo much of the things themſelues, 
as of ihe quality ot them. Jaded it is true that the kingdome 
of heauen is like to a pꝛetious pearle, foꝛ the obtaining wher⸗ 
of no man ſhould doubt to ſel all that he hath: but in things 
the ſub ice is one, the quality another. It was not necella⸗ 
ry foꝛ Paule to renounce his tribe and the ſtocke of Abraham 
and to be ob another nation, that he might become a chꝛiſtian: 
butto taſt away theconfidence of his kinred, He ſhoulde not 
of a chaſt man become vnſhamekaſt ok a ſober man intempe⸗ 
rate, ofa graue and honeſt man become diſolute ; but to put 
of the falle perſwaſion of his omne righteouſnes, and to abs 
hoꝛr it. Ne alſo do not diſpute againſt the ſubikace of wozks 
when we handle the righteouſnes of faith: but againſte that 
quality which the Sophiſters giue them, becauſe they mains 
taine, that by them men are tuſtified, Paule therfoze ſpoiled 
himſelke, not of his woꝛks, but of the peruerſe confidence in 
his w3zks, wher with he was puffed. Concerning riches and 
hondꝛs, when we haue laide away the acfection of them, we 
hall aiſo be ready to taſt away the things themſelues, as off 
as god Hall require it, and it fo behoueth vs. It is not ſimply 
necellarp, that thou ſhouldeſc be poꝛe, that thou inyghteſt 
be a Chziſtian: but ik it hall la pleaſe the Loꝛde, it is meete 
that 
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that thou ſhouldeſt be ready to abide pouerty. To conclude it 
is not lawful foz chꝛiſtians to haue any thing without Chꝛiſt 
That J ſay is without Chꝛiſt whatſoeuer hinder vs that we 
glozy not in Chꝛiſt only, 4 that he rule not altogither in ts. 
Aud I thinke them to le dong ue. tre not only in woꝛds, but 
in matter alſo he much amplificth that which bcfoze he ſatve: - 
fo2 they that caſt away their wares and other things into the 
ſea, that they may cſcape ſafely, they doe not thercfoze con⸗ 
temne riches: but becauſe they had rather liuc in miſcry and 
pouerty,than to be d2zowned with their owne lubTance : pet 
they loſe them very hardly and with groning, and when they 
haue eſcaped ,they bewatle the loſſe of them, Paule contrary 
wiſe affirmeth that he had not only ſoꝛſaken whatſocucr be- 
foze he accounted pꝛetious: but that they did lmell vnto hyn 
like dongue, oꝛ become vile like thoſe things whiche are con- 
tempteoullp caſt foꝛth. C hriloſlome interpꝛeteth it chaffe:but 
the graͤmmar ians thynke that it is called -«f2» 2s it were 
a ν that which is calf vnto dogges and truly whatſocucr 
thing is ſtrãge from Chziſt, it ſhould fitnke vnto ve, brcauſe 
it is abomination befo2c god, and it ought allo to be vile vnto 
vs, becauſe it is nothing but a falſe imagination. 54 / m 
game Chriſt. By this woꝛd he notcth that Chꝛiſt cannot others 
wiſe be gained. except we loſe al things that are our obon:ſoꝛ 
he wil haue vs to be rich by his grace only: he alone will bee 
our happines. UW hat maner of loſing he here ſpeak of, it was 
ſaid befo2e:namely p nothing ſheuld withdꝛawe vs from the 
truſt in Chꝛiſt only, And if Paule in that innoctep x integrity 
of life, doubted not to account his rightcouſres fo2 loſſe and 
dongue, what meane ß phariſes of theſe dayes, who being be⸗ 
rated with all kinde of wickcdnes are not pet aſhamed fo = 
toll their owne merits againſt Chꝛiſt And migl i find in Hi. 
It is a verbe paſſiue, which he here vſeth:+ thercfoze al othe er 
haue tranflated it And might be ſound: but they paſte cuer 
the tert very coldlp, as though there were no emphaſis in it. 
Ik vou reade it paſſinely, a ccnfrartety muſt be vnderſtode: 
that Paule was loſte afoze he was found in Chꝛiſt:as aricte 
merchant is like vnto one Þ is loſt, ſo long as he halh * C ip 
B. 2. aden 
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laden with wealth, and alter all is caſt away he is founde : 
fo2 here that ſaying is of value. had periſhed if 1 had not peri- 
/bed But becauſe the verb i=. in the paſſiue termination 
hath an actiue ſignification , & then it ſigniſie to reconer that 
which thou halt willingiy parted from (as Budeus ſheweth 
by mam examples) q haut not doubted to alter from the opi⸗ 
1193 07 others:ſoꝛ by this meanes the ſenſe ſhal be moze ful, 
aud the doctrine moꝛe plentitul: namelp, that Paule renoun⸗ 
ced all things whiche he had, that he might reconcr them in 
Chꝛiſt:and p anſwereth better to the woꝛd gaine. becauſe it 
ſi nie, that it is no ſmal oꝛ common gaine, ſeing that Chꝛilt 
containeth all things in him ſelle. And truly we loſe nothing 
wien we come vnto Chꝛiſt naked and empty betauſe we the 
begin to obtaine thoſe things, which befo2e we falfly thought 
that we had. Thereſo2e he declareth better how greate the ri⸗ 
ches of Chꝛiſte are, becauſe in him we obtaine and finde all 
things. Not [142417 [4 mine one 1780 tesuſues A notable plate if a⸗ 
ny deſire to haut a certaine definition of the righteouſnes of 
faith, and to holde the true nature therof: ſoꝛ Paule here com⸗ 
pareth two rightcouſneſſes togither: The one he ſaith is pꝛo⸗ 
per vnto man the whichhe calleth the righteouſnes of y law: 
the other he teacheth to be from G O D, ond to be obtained 
thꝛough faith, and to be repoſed in the faith ol Chꝛiſt, theſe he 
maheth ſo contrarꝝ betweene them ſelues, that they can not 
{kane togither. Two things therefoꝛe are here to be noted, 
that thou mult giue ouer, and reſigne the righteonſnes of the 
laws,that thou maieſt be rightedus by faith:then that righ⸗ 
teouſnes of faith pꝛocetde from God, and is nat pꝛoper vnto 
man, Touching both of theſe, there is great contentiõ at this 
day betwirt vs and the Papiſts: ſoꝛ neyther doe they grant 
that the righteouſnes of faith is altogither from G © D:but 
they attribute part vnto man: and they mingle them togither 
as though che one did not take away the other. Therfoze we 
malt diligently weigh ali the woꝛdes of Vaule, becauſe there 
is nine ofthemn wherein there is not great moment:he deni⸗ 
eth that the kaithfull haue any righteouſnes of their own;buf 
it 
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it tan not be denied, but if there were anye rightcouſnes of 
woꝛkes, it might wo2thily be called ours: therkoze he leaueth 
no place at al foz the rightcouſnes of woꝛks. Ui hy he calleth 
it the righteouſnes of the lawe he ſheweth. Rom. 0. . names 
ly becauſe this is the edi of the law:he that doth theſe things 
ſhall liue in them, thereſoꝛe the lawe doth pꝛonounce a man 
to be iuſt by his woꝛkes, neyther can the papiſts cauil that al 
this muſt be reſtrained vnto ceremonics : ſoꝛ firſt it is a ſriuo⸗ 
lous triflyng that Paule was only righteous by ceremonies: 
then by this reaſon he oppoleth theſe two righteouſneſſes, Þ 
one is pꝛoper vnto man the other is from God: therefoꝛe the 
one doth ſignifie the re warde or woꝛks the other the free gift 
of God. So generally he oppoſeth the merit of man vnto the 
grace of Chꝛiſt:foꝛ when the lawe bꝛingeth woꝛkes, faith of- 
fereth a naked man vnto God, that he may be clothed with 
the righteouſnes ol Chꝛiſt. UWihercas thereſoꝛe he affirmeth 
v the righteouſnes of faith is {rom God, it is not only becauſe 
faith is the gift of God, but becaule God ol his godnes do in? 
ſtifie vs, 02 clſe becauſe by faith we recetne the righteouſnes 
whiche he hathe giuen vs. 10. Thar [may kno we him e de⸗ 
ſcribeth the foꝛce +4 nature of faith, namely that it is v knows 
ledge of Chꝛiſt and that not naked oꝛ cõfuſed: but whileſt the 
vertue of his reſurrection is perceiued, he put reſurrection foꝛ 
the accompliſhment of redemptio : ſo that it containeth death 
vnder it: but becauſe it is little to know Chziff crucified, and 
raiſed from the deade except thou docit appꝛehende the fruite 
ther eo, he ſpeaketh namely of the efficacic. Then therefoze 
Chꝛiſt is knowne aryght, when we ferle what his death and 
reſurrection doe pꝛeuaile in vs, and how effecuall he is in ve: 
fo2 there ail thyngs arc ſet out vnto vs:the taking awape of 
ſin, deltuerie from guiltines, ſatiſfaction, the vigoꝛp cf death, 
the obtaining of righteouſnes and the hope cf bielled immoꝛ⸗ 
talitie. Aud ifefellowp p of his paſſions, Alter he had ſpoken of 
free righteouſnes which As gotten bythe reſurrection cf 
Chꝛiſt, we obtaine thꝛough faith: he iopncth theererciſes cf 


the godly, that [call it ſhould leeme that he bꝛing in an idle 
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faith which bzingeth fo2th no effectes in their life g he ſtew⸗- 
eth that theſe are the ſtudies wherein the Lozd woulde haue 
his childꝛen ererciſcd : though the falſe Apoſtles thꝛuſt vpon 
them the bare elements of ceremonies, Be therefoꝛe that by 
faith is made partaker of all þ gods of Chꝛ iſt, let him know 
that this condition is pꝛopounded vnto him, that all his Iyfe 
muſt be made confoʒmable to his death. But there is a dou⸗ 
ble fellowthip and communicating of the death of C hziſt, the 
one is within, which the ſcripture is wont to call the moꝛti⸗ 
fication of the flelh, oꝛ the cruciſiyng of the old man: wherof 
Paule entreateth Rom. 6, The other is without which is cal⸗ 
led the moztifipng of the out ward man, that is the bearing of 
the croſſc, whereof he entreateth in the 8. chapter ol the ſame 
epiſtle, and here allo, except J be decetucd : ſoꝛ after we haue 
compꝛehended the vertue of his reſurreaion, Chziſte is pꝛo⸗ 
pounded vnto vs crucified, that by tribulations and ſozrows 
we ſhoulde follow him, and therefoꝛe the reſurrection of the 
dead is fitly expꝛeſſed, that we may knowe that we muſt dye 
befoꝛe we liue. This is the continual meditation of the faiths 
full, ſo long as they are ſtrangers in the carth: but this is an 
extellent tonſolation, that in all our miſertes we are parta⸗ 
kers of the croſle of Chꝛiſt, i we be his members, that by af- 
flictions the way is made open fo2 vs vnto eternall ble ſled⸗ 
nes, as it is ſaide.ꝛ. Iim. 2. 1 1. It we dy with him we ſhal al⸗ 
ſo line with him, ik we ſuffer with him, we ſhall alſo raygne 
with him. Jt is mete theretoꝛe that we al ſhould be bꝛought 
vnto this, p our whole life ſhould repꝛeſent vnto vs nothiyng 
but an image ok death, vntill it bzing foꝛth death it ſelfe. As 
the life of Chꝛiſt was nothing elſe but a fozerunner of death: 
but in the meane while we haue this ctomkoꝛt, that the end is 
cucrlaſting bleũednes:ſoꝛ the death of Chꝛiit is iopned with 
his reſurrection, Therefoꝛe Paule ſaith, that he is made cons 
foꝛmable vnto his death, that he map come toy gloꝛp of hys 
reſurrection This part /H any meanes pꝛoca de not of doub⸗ 
ting, but it noteth the har dnes of it fo ſtir vp cur deſtre: fo2 it 
is not a lyght combate, when we ſtriue with ſo many and fo 
| great 
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great hinderantes. 

12 Not a tl ough I had already obtained ir, or were alreadye 
Perfect, hut / follow x l alſo may comprehende, enen 4s / am com- 
prehended of Chriſt leſms. 

13 Frethren, / thinke that I haue not yet comprehended it, but 
one thing doe, forgettin thoſe things 1 kich are behind , and en- 
deauoring mr ſelfe vnto thoſe th mgs which are befor 

9 4 / ; follow toward the markesfor the price ef the kigh calling 
of God in Chriſt Jeſus, 

15 Let vs therfore as many as be perfe7 be thus minded :and of 
Jebeothery 7 minded, God (Call reueaule euen this thyngvnto you 

16 Neuertheleſſe n hit her we are come, that we may minde one 

. ingꝛlet Þs proceeae by the ſame rule, 
17 And togither brethren be followers of me, and conſider the 
which walk- ſo,en en 4s ye haue Vs for an exampl e, 

12 Not 45 theugh I had already obtained it , Paulelabozeth 
in this that he might perlwade the phil ippians, that he think 
on nothing but Chꝛiſt, that he is wiſe in no other thing, that 
he deſire no other thing, that he is occupied in no other medi⸗ 
tation:herevnto it auaileth much which he now addeth, that 
he which had renounced al hindꝛances, had not pet attaind to 
the mark : t therſoꝛe he did laboure and endeauour to come 
further: how much moze ſhould the Philippians ſtriue, who 
as pet were far from him? Eut a queſtiõ may be aſked what 
it is p Paule ſaithe, he haue not yet obtained: ſoꝛ truly from y 
time 5ᷣ we are engraffed by faith into the body of Chꝛiſte we 
are alreadye entered into the kingdome of God, and as it is 
ſaide Epb. 2. 6. we ſit already by hope in heaucnly places. J 

anfwere that our ſaluation is in the meane tyme placed in 
hope, that our inherifance may be certaine,notwityſtanding 
as yet we doe not entoy the poſſeſſion of it. Althoughe Paule 
here reſpecteth the encreaſe of fayth , and moztification, 
whereof he ſpake afo2e . He ſaide that he did ſtriue andlaboz 
vnto the reſurrc&iv ofthe dead, by the fellowſhip of the crolſe 
of Chziſte: he addeth that as yet he hath not attayned to 
this;to whatznamely that he might cerkainely communicate 

B.4, with 
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with the paſſions of Chꝛiſt, that he might haue a perfect taſte | 
of the power of his reſurrection , that he might knowe hym | 
plainelp. Therefoꝛe by his owne example, he admoniſheth 
them that they muſt goe fozward,and that the knowledge of 
Chꝛiſt is a thing of ſuch hardenes, that they which laboure in 
that only, are notwithſtanding neuer perfect ſo long as they 
line, Poꝛeoner this doth nothing derogate from the doarine 
of Paule, becanſe he had tompꝛehended ſo much as was ſufft- 
cicnt to execute the charge committed vnto him. In the mean 
time it behoued him to go koꝛz ward that the diuine teacher of 
all men might be inſtructed vnto humilitie. Euen as he 25 con- 
pre: en4:d,Ye put in this clauſe by the way of coꝛrection, that 
he might attribute all his endeauour vnto the grace of God, 
It ſhilleth not muche whither pou reade it Euen 45 , oz 9 
farre as; fo2 the ſenſe remaineth all on, that Paule was com⸗ 
pꝛehended ol Chꝛiſte, that he might compꝛehende Cheiſle, 
that is, that he did nothing, but by the motion and the direct 
on ot Ch? iſt::pet J haue choſen that which was mo2e mani⸗ 
feſt, ſince that his wiſh ſeemed to be fre, / :/1nke that I haue nat 
het comprehended it. Ne doth not here cal the faith ol his lalua⸗ 
tion into doubt, as though he were yet in luſpence, but he re⸗ 
peateth that which he had ſaide, that he did pet ſkr iue to goe 
foꝛ warde, becauſe he had not pet come to the ende of his cal⸗ 
ling. And that he declareth continnaily,ſaping , that he was 
only buſted in that, leauing all other thinges. He compareth 
our life vnto a rate, the ſpace wherot that we haue to runne, 
Cod haue limited vnto vs: fo2 as it nothing pꝛofiteth a run⸗ 
ner if he ſet loꝛth, except he come to the ende ofthe race:ſo we 
allo muſt fintih the courſe of our vocation euen vnto deathe, 
neither muſte we ceaſc befoze we haue obtained that whyche 
we deſire. Beſides, as the way is limited foz the runner, leaſt 
by ſtraying hither and thither, he oulde weary him ſelfe in 
vaine, in comming nothing at all foꝛ warde vnto the goale:ſo 
there is alſo a marke pꝛopounded vnto vs, Whither we muſk 
rightly direct our tourſe: neither doth God ſuffer vs raſhly to 
ſtraie abꝛoade. Thirdly, as a runner mut be [wikt, x to ſtape 
hys 
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bis pace at no delaies, but negleaing all, to continue on hys 
courſe: ſo we mult beware that we peeld not our mind vnto 
any thing that might call vs away, but we muſt rather en- 
deuour, that being fre from all hinderances, we may apply 
our whole ſtudie only vnto the calling of God, Theſe th:& 
things Paule comp2chendeth in one ſimilitude, where hee 
ſaith, that he doth this one thing, and that he foꝛget all foz- 
mer things, he expꝛeſſeth his courage, and excludeth all im- 
pediments, When heſaith that he follow hard towarde the 
marke, it ſigniffeth that he doth not wander out ofthe way. 
Forgetting the things that are behinde. He alludeth vnto run⸗ 
ners, who neuer turne backe their eies, leaſt they ſhoulde 
flacken the ſwiftneſſe of their courſe, eſpecially they loke not 
back ward, how much ground they haue gone, but they haſte 
right on vnto the goale. So Paule feacheth, that he doth not 
conſider who he is, noꝛ what he hath done, but only that her 
endeuour vnto the appointed marke, and that with ſuch ear⸗ 
neſfnefſe,as if with ſtretched ar mes he were carried thether, 
foz there is ſuche a metaphoꝛe in the participle which he v⸗ 
ſeth. Af any woulde obiect that the remembꝛance of our life 
paſt, is auatleable to ſtirre vs vp, as well becauſe the graces 
alreadie beſfowed vpon vs do encourage vs to hope well, as 
alſo becauſe we are admoniſhed by our ſinnes, that our life is 
to be amended fo2 better: anſwere, that ſuch cogitations do 
not tur ne our eies backward, but rather helpe the ſharpencs 
of our ſight, that moze cleerely wwe may behold the marke. 
But Paule here condemneth thoſe reſpects, which do either 
bꝛeake off, oꝛ diminiſh our che&rcfulnes, euen as if any man, 
being perſuaded that he hath gone foꝛ ward inough, becauſe 
he ſeemeth to himſelfe to haue done his dutie, will wax lloth⸗ 
full, and will deliver his lampe vnto others: o2 if anp man 
be moned with the deſire of the condition which he haue left, 
he can not apply his whole ſtudie vnto that which he doth, 
Such were the cogitations from the which it was necefſarie 
that Paule his mind ſhould be withdꝛawne, if he would ear⸗ 


neſtly follow the bocation of Chꝛiſt. But becauſe mention 
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was harre made of enden eur, of ſtudie, of running, and of 
- perſeverance, leaſt any ſhould thinke that laluation is pla⸗ 
ted in them, oz ſhould aſcribe vnto the diligence of men that 
which pꝛocerdeth from another, Willing to note out y cauſe 
of all, he added in Chꝛiſt Jeſus, 1 5, Let vs therefore as manie 
as be perfect. Leaſt any ſhauld take this to be ſpoken of the 
common ſoꝛt of men, as though he pꝛeſcribed rudiments vn⸗ 
to them that are childzen in Chꝛiſt: he teſtiſieth, that it is a 
rule which all they that are perfect ſhould obſerne. And this 
rule is, that we muſt renounce confidence in all things, that 
we map retoyce in the onely righteouſnefle of Chꝛiſt, and 
neglecting all things, map attaine onto the fellowſhip of 
his paſſions, which may leade vs vnto a bleſſed reſurredion. 
Where now ſhall be the ſtate of perfection which the Ponks 
feigne 2 where ſhall be their confuſcd fardell of ſo many in- 
nentions 2 to conclude , where ſhall all Papiſtrie become, 
which is nothing elſe buf an imagined perfection, and which 
acnreth not with this rule of Paule? truely, whoſocuer ſhall 
vnderſtand this one wo2d, ſhall clœrelp percetue that thoſe 
things are filthie dong whatſoeuer the Papiſtes fcache tou⸗ 
ching righteouſneſſe and obteining of ſaluation. pee bee o- 
therwiſe minded. He humbleth their works and them, and lif- 
feth them vp vnto a god hope. Foz he admoniſheth them, 
that they ſhould not be pꝛoude in their ignozance, and pet he 
biddeth them bee of god cheere, when he ſapth, that they muſt 
loke fo2 the reuelation of God, foz we knowe how great an 
hinderance of the truth obſtinacie is. This therefoze is an 
excellent pꝛeparation vnto teaching, if we do not pleaſe our 
ſelues in our erroz, Therefoze Paule touertlp doth ſGewe, 
that we muſt giue place vnfo the reuelation of God, if as pet 
we haue not obteined that whiche we ſeeke. And when he 
teacheth that we muſk p2ocede by degrees, he encourageth 
them, that they ſhould not faint in the middle of their courſe, 
although he alſo affirmeth that it is without controuerſie 
Which he had taught, ſaying, that vnto them which diſagree 
from him, that ſhall be reucaled which as pet they knowe 
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not: fo if is as much as if he had ſapde, the Loꝛde will af 
ſometime ſhewe vnto pou the ſame thing which J haue ſayd 
is the perfect rule fo be rightly wiſe, and to line well, No 
man coulde lawfully ſpeake ſo, but he that were certapne⸗ 
lie perſuaded of the reaſon and truth of his doctrine, Jn the 
meane time alſo let vs learne out of this place, that igno- 
rance foz a time in our weake bꝛethꝛen muſt be ſuffered, 
and we mult pardon them if if be not fo2thwith graun⸗ 
ted vnto them altogether fo ſubſcribe vnto vs. Paule was 
tertapne of hys doctrine , nofwithſfanding be gineth vnto 
them a ſpace to pꝛoſite, that as pet could not recetue it, net- 
ther doth he therefoꝛe ceaſe fo accompt them as b2zethzen, 
only he taketh hede that they ſhould not flatter themſelues 
in their erro2, Whereas the Latine bokes haue, Ze /ath re- 
vealed in the Pꝛetertenſe, J eaſilp retec if, as being vnũt, 
and not agreeing with the matter. 16 Neuert h eleſſe wher! er 
we are come. Fri the diſtinction the Greeke etamples alſo dif- 
fer,fo2 in ſome there are two whole ſentences, if the diuiſion 
rather pleaſe you, the ſenſe ſhall be that which Eraſmus hath 
giuen, but J rather embzace a diuerſe reading, that Paule 
exhoꝛteth them to the imitation of himſelfe, that at length 
they map tome to the lame marke, namelp, that they may 
thinke one thing, and map p2ocede by the ſame rule: foz 
where ſincere affection flouriſheth, ſuch as ruled in Paule, 
there is an eaſie wap vnto holy and godly concoꝛd. There⸗ 
foze becauſe as yet they had not perceyned what true perfe⸗ 
«on was, that they might come thether, hee woulde haue 
them followers of himſelfe, that is, with a pure conſcience 
to ſeeke God, to arrogate nothing to themſelues, cuietly to 
ſubmit thepꝛ ſenſes vnto Chziſt. Foz in the imitation of 
Paule all theſe vertues are contained, a right zeale, the feare 
of the Loꝛd, modeſtie, denying of himſelfe, readineſſe to tea⸗ 
ching, loue, and a deſire of ctoncoꝛd. Ve biddeth them to⸗ 
gether bee followers of him, that is, all with one conſent and 
with one minde. Note, that the marke of perfection, vnto the 
which he inuiteth the Philippians by his owne example, is, 
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that they ſhould thinke the ſame thing, andp2orede by the 
ſame rule, but befoze he put the doctrine, wherin they ſhould 
agree, and the rule whervnto they ſhould frame themſelues. 
17 Conſider them. By this woꝛd he ſignifieth, that they had 
others as well whome they might choſe to imitate, ſo that 
they framed themſelues vnto that puritie whereofhe was 
an example, whereby all ſuſpition of ambition is taken as 
wate : foꝛ whoſoeuer is addicted to hymlelfe, refuſeth com- 
panions. And her alſo admoniſheth them, that all indiffe- 
rentlie are not to b followed, as be addeth moze playne⸗ 
lie. 
18 For many walke, of whome I haue tolde you often, and nowe 
tell you weeping : that they are the enemies of the croſſe of 
Chriſt. 
19 Whoſeend is deftruction, whoſe God is their bellie, and glo- 
rie to their ſhame minding earthly things. 
20 But our conuerſation is in 3 whence we looke for 
the autour, euen the Lord Teſus Chriſt. 
21 Who ſhall transforme our humble bodie, that it may be con- 
fermable to his glorious bodie, according to the working 
whereby he is able to ſubdue all things vnto himſelfe. 


13 For many. This in my iudgement is a ſimple p;opoſt- 
tion: many walke minding earthly things: wherby he ſig- 
nifieth that there are many which crepe vpon the ground, 
not feeling the power of the kingdome of God. He hath inler - 
ted marks, whereby ſuch may be knowne, which we will 
examine in their place. Some by earthly things vnderſtand 
ceremonies, and the outward elements of the woꝛld whiche 
b:ing in the foꝛgetfulneſſe ot true godlineſſe, but J had ra- 
ther refer it vnto the carnall affection, namely, becauſe they 
not being regenerate by the ſpirit of God, do ſanour in no, 
thing but the woꝛld, which ſhall appeare moze plaine ly out 
of that which followeth. Foz hereby he bzingeth them into 
enuie, becauſe they being only deſirous of their owne honoz, 
eaſe, and gaine, did neglec the edifying of the Church. * 
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home I haue told you often. Bs ſheweth how, that touching 
this matter he hath oft admoniſhed the Philippians, becauſe 
he now goeth about by his letters to reduce the ſame things 
info their memozies, which he had befo2e told them being 
pꝛeſent. And his teares are an argument that he was not 
moned with emulation, oz hatred of the men, noꝛ with a 
deſire of railing, oz with the ſharpeneſſe of his wit, but 
with a godlie zeale, becauſe he ſawe that the Churche was 
miſer ablie deſtroped by ſuch plagues. So in lyke manner 
it behoueth vs ko be affected, that when we ſee the paſtoꝛs 
place occupyed by wicked men, and men of no accompt, we 
ſhould grone, and at leaſt by teares teſtiſie, that we are grœ⸗ 
ned foz the calamitie of the Churche. It is alſo wozth the 
noting, fo conſider of whome Paule ſpeaketh, not of open 
enemies, who by pꝛofeſſion deſtred the deſtruction of the do⸗ 
crine, but of dꝛones and varlets, who fo: ambition, oz fo 
their bellies ſake, did deſtroie the vertue of the Golpell. 
CTruelp ſometime they ſhall knowe ſuche, who by ſeking 
themſelues, do moꝛe weaken. the ſtrength of the miniſte⸗ 
rie, than if they did openlie reſift Chꝛiſt: therefoze we muſt 
not ſpare them, but popnt them out with our fingei ſo oft 
as it is expedient, let them complaine afterward as they liſt 
of our ſeueritie, ſo that they obiect nothing agaynft vs, 
which wee may not defend by the example of Paule. Zze- 
mes of the croſſe. Dome expounde the croſſe foz the whole mp- 
ſterie of our redemption, and this they interpzete tobe ſaid, 
that by pꝛeaching the lawe, they did make the benefite of 
Chꝛiſt his death to be of none effect, But others expounde 
it, that they fied from the croſſe, and woulde not put them- 
ſelues in danger fo2 Chaift, I take it moze generally; that 
faigning themſelues to be friends, thep were the woꝛſt ene⸗ 
mies of the Goſpell. Neither is it a rare thing with Paule, 
to ſet out the whole pꝛeaching of the Goſpell vnder the 
name of the croſſe : fo2 as he ſayeth in another place, if any 
be in Chꝛiſt, hee is anewcreature, 19 / heſe ende i deftri- 
 &0n. Ye addeth this, that the Philippians being terrified 
| A.. ih. by 
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by the danger, might mo2e diligentlie take herde, and not 
entangle themſelues in they; deffraction, and becauſe ſuch 
knaues by bzagging and diuerſe artes do oftentimes fo2 a 
while blinde the epes of the ſimple, that they are pꝛeferred 
euen befoꝛe the god ſeruants of Chzifk : the Apoſtle with 
great boldnes pꝛonounteth, that their gloꝛie where with they 
are now puffed, ſhall be turned into ſhame, eſe God x 
their bellie. MNhereas they vꝛged Circumciũon and the Ce 
remonies, he denieth that they do it foꝛ a zeale of the lawe, 
but foz the fanour of men, that they might line quiet and 
without trouble, foz they did ſ& the Jewes to be maruel⸗ 
lous fierce againſt Paule and ſuche like, neither could they 
pꝛeache Chꝛiſt truely with any other condition, but they 
mult ſkirre vp the ſame rage againſt themſelues, ther efoꝛe 
pꝛouiding foz their eaſe and commoditie, they mingled thoſe 
co:ruptions which myghte extinguiſte the heate of others. 
Zut our conuerſation is in heauen. This ſentence beateth 
downe all vayne pompes, wherewith the counter faite mis 
niſters of the Goſpell were wont to boaſt themſelues: and 
hatefully he inueigheth againſt all their attempts, becauſe 
that flying aboue the earth, they can not aſpire vnto heauen, 
foz he teacheth that all things are nothing to be eſfemen ' 
beſides the ſpirifuall kingdome of God, Poꝛeouer, that the 
faithfull maſt liue an heauenlie life in this woꝛlde, as if hee 
ſhoulde ſay, they mind earthly things, therefoze it is mete 
that wer ſhoulde ber eſtraunged from them, whoſe conuers 
ſation is in heauen. We are herc mingled with infitcls 
and hypocrites, yea, the chaffe appeare in the Lozde hys 
floze aboue the wheate. Beſides, we are ſubicct vnto the 
common miſeries of this earthlie life, we want meate and 
dzinke, and other neceſſaries, notwithſtanding in minde 
and affection we mult ber conuerſant in heaven : foz wee 
muſt paſſe ſwiftly thozough this lyfe, and we maſt be dead 
fo the woꝛlde, that Ch2iff may line in vs, and we in like 
manner live vnto him, This place is a moſt plentifall ſoun⸗ 
taine of manie crhoztations, which any man may eaſily 
gather 
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gather out. From whence alſe. By the coniunction that wee 
haue in Chult; hepꝛoueth that our gouernement is in hea⸗ 
uen. Fo; it is not ma te that the members ſhould bee diui⸗ 
ded from their head, therefoze ſeeing that Chailt is in hea⸗ 
uen, that we may cleaue vnto hymn, it is neceſſarie that 
in oure mindes wee dwell out of the wozlde. Beſides, 
where aur treaſure is, there our heart is alſo, Chꝛiſt our 
bleſſedneſſe and glozre is in the heauens, therefoꝛe let our 
ſoules dwell alofte with hym, therefoze by name be cal⸗ 
leth hym a Sauioure. From whence haue weer ſaluation? 
namely, Chꝛiſt our Sauiour ſhall come vnts vs from hea⸗ 
uen, therefoze it is abſurd that wer ſhoulde be buſted in 
the earth. Thys epithete of a Sauioure ſerueth the cir⸗ 
cumlkance of the plate, foz therefoꝛe wee are ſapde in oure 
myndes to bee in heauen, becauſe from thence onely the 
hope of ſaluation ſhineth vnto vs. The comming of 
Chꝛiſte as it ſhall be terrible vnto the vngodlie, ſo it ra- 
ther turneth away thepz myndes from heauen , than 
ffirreth them vp thither. Foz they knowe that there ſhall 
come a Judge foz them, and as much as is in them, thep 
fie from hym. Out of theſe woꝛdes of Paule the godlie 
ſoules gather a ſwete conſolation , when they heare that 
they mult deſire the comming of Chꝛiſt, becauſe it ſhall 
be healthfull foꝛ them. Contrarpwiſe, it is a certapne 
ſigne of incredulitie , at euerie mention thereof to trem⸗ 
ble, loke the epght Chapter to the Romanes, but whileſt 
others are carried about with vayne deſires, Paule wyll 
haue the fapthfull contented with Chꝛiſt onely. Pozeo- 
uer, we learne out of thys place, that wer muſt imagine 
no baſe oz earthly thyng of Chꝛiſt, becauſe Paule byds 
deth vs loke vp info heauen, that wee may fake hym. 
But they that ſubfelly diſpute that Cz2ilt is not enclo- 
ſed oz thꝛuſt into one cozner of heauen, that thence they 
mighte pꝛwue hys bodie to bur euerie where, and that 
be filleth heauen and earth , they nepther kape anpe 
1. J. thing, 
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thing, noz all: foꝛ as it were raſh and folich fo aſcend be⸗ 
yond the heauens, and in this oꝛ that countrey ta aſligne vn⸗ 
to Chzilt a ſtanding, ſitting, oꝛ walking: ſo in like manner, 
to dzawe him out of heauen by any carnall cogitation that 
we might ſ&ke him in earth, it is a foliſh and pernicious dos 
ting,therefoze let our hearts be aloft, that they may be with 
the Lo2d, 21 „ ho ſhall trangforme. By this argument he pꝛic⸗ 
keth yet moꝛe the Philippians foꝛ ward, that their minds be- 
ing lift vp into heauen, they map cleaue altogether vnto 
Chꝛiſt. Becauſe this bodie which we beare about is no conti⸗ 
nuall dwelling, but a ruinous tabernacle, which ſhall ſone 
be bꝛought to nothing: beſides, it is ſubied to ſo many miles 
ries, and ſo many ſhamefull infirmities, that it may rightly 
be called abiect and full of ſhame, but from whence muſt we 
bope foꝛ the reſtoꝛing thereof ? from heauen, at thecomming 
of Chꝛiſt, therefoꝛe there is no part of vs, which with dur 
whole deſire ſhould not aſpire into heauen. Wie ſe& the pꝛe⸗ 
ſent baſeneſſe of our bodies in life, but eſpeciallp in death. 
The glozie which they ſhall haue confozmable to the bodie 
of Chꝛiſt, is incompꝛehenſible: foꝛ if the diſciples could not 
abide the ſmall taſte he gaue them in the Trariſfiguration, 
which of vs can attaine vnto the fulneſſe thereof: let vs now 
be confente with the teſtimonie of our adoption, we ſhall 
knowe the riches of our inheritance, when we ſhall enioie 
them, According ro the working. Betauſe there is nothing 
mo2e incredible, noꝛ moꝛe diſagreeing from the ſenſe of the 
fleth, than the reſurrection , fo2 this cauſe Paule ſetteth the 
infinite power of God befoze our eies, the which ſhoulde 
ſwallow vp all doubting:fo2 thereof ariſeth diſtruſt, becauſe 
we meaſure the thing by the narrownes of our owe wit. 
Neither did he ſate only Power, but Efectuall working, which 
is the effec, oꝛ ſacha power that bꝛingeth it ſelfe into ace 
(as J may ſo ſpeake) when it commeth into our minds that 
God, who hath created all things of nothing, can commaund 
the ſea and the land and the other elements, to reſtoze that 
which bath bene put in them: fo;thwith our mindes are 
erecked 
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erected info a ſtrong hope, ꝛ as it were into a ſpirituall ſight 
of the reſurrection, And it is not amiſſe alſo to mark, that the 
right t power to raiſe the dead, yea to do all things accoꝛding 
to his own wil is beſtowed on the perſon of Chꝛiſt: by which 
pꝛaiſe, his diuine maieſty is excellently beautiſied. Wozecuer 
hercof we gather p the woꝛld was created by him: becauſe to 
ſubmit al things to himſelf,belogeth not but oly to yp creatoz- 
Ch Ipter, 4 
— VIZ Herfore my Brethren leloued & longed for, my 
| fe 20), C my crowne ſo frand1 in the Lora my belowed 
2 2 Iexbort Enodia , & I exhort Syutici e,that 
they be of one accord in the Lord, 
Tea I beſeech thee alſo fartifull Yokefell ove e, 
ES Lelpe thoſe women which labored with me in the 
pu 097 e. & with my other helpers, whoſe names are in 
the t of 5 
«y FHerfore Brethren He ſhutteth vp hiserhoztatio 
with moꝛe vehemẽt woꝛds than he was accuſ⸗ 
tomed v he might the moꝛe derpelp impꝛint it 
in mens minds. And he inſinuateih into their 
SE, «ffections with ſwete appellations, whyche 
— pꝛocæd not of flatterp, but of a ſincere loue. 
He calleth them his top, and his crowne, becauſe he being 
glad that they gotte by his trauell did continue in 5 faith, ho⸗ 
ped fo2 that triumph, whereof we ſpake, when the L 02d ſhal 
crowne our deds with his own happines. Where he biddeth 
them / fand in the Lori, he ſigniſieth that he alloweth theyz 
eſtate, although this wozd 5- might be referred to the fozmer 
doctrine: but that is moꝛe fit, that by pꝛaiſing their pꝛeſent 
ſtate, he might erhoꝛt them to perſeuerance:indad they had 
already ſhewed ſome token of their conſtancie:pet Paulc bee 
ing pꝛiuie vnto mans weakenes, thinke that they haue ner de 
to be confirmed ſoꝛ the time afterward 2. / ct Euodi & 
Syntiche. It is acommon opinion receiued foz the moſt part, 
that Paule would quiet (J knowe ntt what grudge)between 
theſe two women, touching which matter, altbough J would 


not contend: yet the coniecture in the woꝛds ef Vuule is _ 
P.. Er 
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ter than that it can perſwade me that it was ſo: It appeareth 
by the teſtimony which he giue the, that they were very wiſe 
women, foꝛ he attributeth ſo much vnto them, that he calleth 
them fellow laboꝛers in the goſpel,theretoze becauſe in their 
agrement there was much moment, z in their diſcoꝛd greate 
danger, he encourageth them peculiarly vnto concoꝛde. Me 
muſt marke allo, that ſo aft as he ſpeaketh of cõſent he addeth 
this band / the Lord. F02 without the Loꝛd al agrement ſhal 
bo accurſed, and there is nothing ſo dilleuered, whiche muſte 
not in Chꝛiſte againe be gathered togither. Tea and / beſeeche 
thee alſo fu1chſull yokefellow. I wil not diſpute of the ſere. Ther⸗ 
foꝛe whither he ſpeaketh to a man 02 to a woman J leaue it 
indifferent, although the argument of Eraſmus be to weake, 
who gathereth therof that it was a woman, becauſe mention 
is here made of women, as though he doth not immediately 
adde the name of Clement in the ſame cauſe:but J ceaſe from 
that diſputa lion, only J deeme that the wife of Paule is ſigni⸗ 
fied vnder this name. They that affirme this, do cite Clemẽt 
and Ignatius fo2 the authozs ol it, it they did cite them truly, 
J woulde not diſpiſe ſuche men eſpecially, But ſceing that 
counterkaite wꝛitings are bzought foꝛth by Euſebius: and 
added by the vnlearned munkes, they deſcruc but little cre- 
dit with readers of ſound iudgemẽt. Ther foꝛe let vs enquire 
of the matter without the pꝛeiudice of me. When Paule wzit 
the firſte Cpiſtle to the Cozinthians, he repo2teth that he 
then was vnmarried. 1. Cor. 7. S. To them (he ſaith) that are 
vnmarried and to widowes J ſpeake: it is god if they conti⸗ 
nue euen as J am He wꝛote that epiſtle at Epheſus when he 
was ready to depart. Not long affer he came to lerulalem, 
where he was caſt into p2iſon, and bꝛought vnto Rome. 
How vuntit a tyme was thys to marrye a wyke, whiche he 
ſpente partelpe in hys tourney , and partelye in bondes, 
who ſceth not? Adde herevnto that he was then readye to 
endure bondes # perſecutions,as he witneſſeth in Luke, Act. 
21,13, Neyther am J ignoꝛant what is wonte to ber obiec⸗ 
2d on the contrary parte: namely that Paule being marri⸗ 
: ried 
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ried, did abſtaine from the company of hys wife . Wut the 
wo2des lounde other wpſe: fo2 he wiſheth that they which 
are vnmarried, myght continue in his eſtate. And what is 
hys eſtate but the ſtate of ſinglenes ? Whereas they bzyng 
in that: Js it not lawkull foz me to leade about a wife: 
1. Cor. 9. 5, to pꝛoue that he had a wife, it is fo friuolous, ſo 
that it neede no anſwere. But now that we map grante that 
Paule was married, whence had he a wife, at PI ppo = 
which Citte it is not read that he entered info abouc twice 

and where it is credible that he neuer abode two whole mo⸗ 
neths. To conclude , there is nothing lefie agreeyng to the 
matter, than to ſpeake here of a wife , no noꝛ of any woman 
(in mp iudgement) it is pꝛobable, not — J leaue 
it to the reader; indgement. The woꝛde 3+ 4.6 er. Whpeh 
Paule here vſcth,ts in helping wile to a app ehe © 4 embꝛate 
the ſame thing, eſe names are in the books of life , The boke 


of life ts the catalogue of the tuff wh ich are e vnto 
33.3 2. This catalogue the Loꝛde 


like, as in Movics, Exodus, 33,32, 7 
kepeth with himſelfe Therefoze the boke is nothing cls but 
his cternall couniell determined in his bꝛeſt. Foz that ſapth 
Ezechiell the waiting of the houſe of Iiracl,cap,13,9, In th £ 
like reſpect it is ſaid. Pal. 9.9. Let them be wiped out of y 
boke of the liuing, and not be wꝛitten among ther 2 
that is let them not be accounted among the electof GO DO, 
whome he aſcrpbeth to hys Church, and to the boꝛders of his 
kingdome. Ik any wil obiec that Paule therfoze doth raſhlp, 
who challenge vnto himſelle power to pꝛonounce the ſecrets 
of God: J anſwere that after a ſoꝛt we map iudge by ſignes, 
whereby God doth make his election manikeſt: pet ſo much 
as our capacitie can beare. Ther foꝛe in whomſocuer We ſi p 
notes of adoption to appeare, let vs in the meane time acceũt 
them fo? the ſonnes of God, vntill the bokes ſhal be opened, 
which Hal altogither reueale al things. It beidgeth only vn⸗ 
to god to kus we nod Hoſe that are his, and at length to ſe⸗ 
parate the ſhiep fovin The goats. E ut it is our duty, char ita⸗ 


bly to iudge al the to be ſheepe, that obediently ſubmitthem⸗ 
ſelues 
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ſelues vnto their paſtoz Chꝛiſte, who gather them ſelues info 
his ſheepefold, and there abide confantly , It is our dutie ſo 
much to eſteme the gifts of the holy ghoſt, which pecuitarly 
he beſtoweth vpon his elec, v they may be to vs as it were 
ſeales of his hidden election 

4 Reioyce in the Lord alwate againe I ſay reioyce. 

5 = jour pacient minde be knowne to all men .Tke Lorde ui at 

and. 

6 Bee carefull for nothing: but in all thinges let your requeites 
bee knowne vnto God in prater & ſupplication with Ciuing 
of thankes. 

72 And the peace of God which paſſeth al wnderitanding, [tall 

keepe Jour harts minds in C hri(t 1 eſt Us » 

$ Furthermore Brethren,whatſocuer things are true, at- 
ſoener things are graue what ſoeuer things are iuſt, hat ſo- 
euer things are pure hat ſoeu er things are amiable,whatſo 
euer things are honeſt:if there be any vertue, && if there bee 

any praiſe thinke on theſe things. 

9 Which yee haue both learned, and receyued,and hearde, > 
ſeene in me, doe thoſe things, and the God of peace ſhall bee 
with You. 

4 Reioyce in the Tord. This is an exhoꝛtation applied to 
the time. Foꝛ becauſe the ſtate of the godly was much trou⸗ 
bled, euery where dangers imminent - it might lo fall out. 
that they being ouercome with ſoꝛrowe t impatience, might 
faint, Therfoze he biddeth them,howlſoeuer their eſtate were 
hated and troubled, neuertheleſſe toretoyce in the Lo2de: fox 
then eſpecially the ſpirituall conſolations wherwith p Lozd 
do recreate and chere vs, mulke ſhewe foꝛth their ſtrength, 
when the whole wozld dw pꝛouoke vs to deiperation: but we 
mult conſider by the circumitance of the time, howe foꝛcible 
this voice would hane beene from Paules mouth, who might 
be the eſpecial cauſe of their heauines ,Fo2 if they be afraide 
of perſecutions,of Londs, of banichment oꝛ of death: here the 
Apoſtle commeth fozth, who amideſt his bonds, in the midſt 
of haate perſecutions, and in feare of death is not onlꝑ iopful 

| but 
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buf alſo chereth vy others, The ſum thereſoꝛe is this, thats 
ſocuer ſhall happen, yet the faithfuli who haue God on ther 2 
ſide, haue ſufficient matter to reiopce. The repetition ſeructh 
to the amplification, as if he ſhould ſap; let this be a frong a 
ſtedlaſt ground vnto pou, to reioice in the Lo2d, and that not 
foꝛ a momẽt, but that your toy may be continued in him. Foꝛ 
truly in this it differeth krom the toy of the world, becauſe we 
haue experience that that is deceitful, momentanie andſone 
vaniſheth away, and Chꝛiſt alſo doth pꝛonounce it accurſed, 
Luke,6.25, Therfoze that is toy fixed in Cod which is neuer 
taken from vs. 5. Tet your patient n ind. This may 2 waics be 
erpounded, either that he biddeth thẽ rather to loſe their right 
than that any ſhoulde complaine of their cruelty 4 rigoꝛ. Ks 
ik he had ſaide:let all men with whome you deale, perceceiie 
your equity and curteſie, that their knowledge may ſignifi 
their experience. ©2 elle, that he exhozteth them fo bcare all 
things paciently,which latter ſenſc doth rather pleaſe me:foz 
the Grecians alſo call = #+:, the moderation of the mindc, 
when as we are not eaſily moned with iniuries, whe we are 
not eaſily troubled with aduerſitie, but we keepe ſtil an equal 
condition,to which purpoſe Cicero hath ſaid,my mind is qui 
et, which ta keth all things wel and equally, Such an equity, 
which is as it were the mother of of patience, Paule here re» 
quireth of the Philippians, and which might appeare vnto al 
men by ſhewing fozth hir effects as occaſion requireth. Jt ſee⸗ 
meth not to agree with the name of modeſty, becauſe Paule in 
this place doth not loꝛ bid them to ware inſolent, but quietly 
to behaue themſe lues in all their affaires, and to temperate 
themlelues in ſuſteinyng either iniuries oꝛ viſcommodittes. 
The Tord is at hand Here is a Prolepſis whereby he pzeventeth 
an obiection: foꝛ the ſenſe of the fleſh reclaimeth agaynſt the 
fozmer ſentence : foꝛ ſince that by our gentlenes the deſire of 
the wicked ware moze inſolent, and the moꝛe readye they 
ſz vs to beare, the moꝛe bold they are fo offer iniuries, wee 
are hardly bꝛought in this patience to poſleſle our ſoules:ther 
vpon came theſe pꝛouerbs. Ne mult a gs —_— 
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that we ſhall ſone be deuoured of wolucs, which haue beha⸗ 
ned themſelues itke (yepe, Thereloꝛe we conclude that the 
fiercenes of the wicked is with like violence tobe beaten 
backe, leaſt that ſafely they triumph ouer vs. Againſte theſe 
cogitations Paule here oppoſeth the truſte in God his pꝛoui⸗ 
dence. He anſwereth J ſap, that y Loꝛd is at hand, whoſe ver⸗ 
tue ſhal ouercome their boldnes, and whoſe godnes ſhal van- 
t uiſh their malice: him he pꝛomiſeth to be pꝛeſent with vs, ik 
we obey his commandement. And who had not rather be pꝛo 
tected only by the hand of God, than to haue all the aid of the 
wo2lde in a readines: an excellent ſentence, wherby firlf we 
learne, that the cauſe of all impatience is the ignoꝛante of the 
pꝛouidence of God: hereof it come that we rage ſoquickly , x 
foꝛ ſo light a cauſe, ⁊ often alſo we diſpaire becauſe we know 
not that the Loꝛde hath care of vs. Contrariwiſe, this is an 
only remedie to paciſie our mindes, if knowing that we are 
neither ſubicc to the raſhnes of foztune,no2 to the luſt of the 
wicked, but that we are gouerned by the father ly care of god, 
we reſt altogither vpon his pꝛouidence. To conclude, whoſo- 
euer holdeth this, that god is pꝛeſent with him he hath wher - 
in to reiopce without feare. Moꝛeouer the L 02d is ſaide to bee 
at hand, two maner of waies, either becauſe his iudgement 
is at hand, oꝛ elſe becauſe he is ready to ſuctour his ſeruants: 
in the which ſignification it is taken in this place, as alſo in 
the Plal. 145. 8. The Loꝛd is neere vnto al them that cal vpõ 
him: the ſenſe thcrefoze is, the conditionot the godly ſhould be 
molt miſerable, if the Loꝛde were farre off: but becauſe the 
Loꝛd hath receiued them into his tuition, and by his power 
which is pꝛeſent euer where doth defend them:let them ſtay 
themlelnes vpon this cogitation, that they be not diſmated at 
the rage of the wicked. It is knowne and common that care⸗ 
fulnes is here taken fog impiety, which ſpꝛingeth from the di⸗ 
ſtruſt of gods power o: of his help. 6. But In all things, Paule v⸗ 
ſeth the linguler number, but the neuter gender thereloꝛe in 
7 1345 much as in at your buſines:becauſe and an. 
are of the feminine gender. In theſe woꝛdes he exhoꝛteth the 
Philippi- 


Vox The PuhitinriaNg 87 


Philippians as David doth al the godly, Pſal. 5. 23. 4 Peter 
I,epiftle .c,7.that they ſhould calf al their care vpõ the Loꝛd: 
foꝛ we are not made of iron, but we may be ſhake with temp- 
tations:but this ts the comfozt.5ere is our caſe to lay downe 
(02 to ſpeake moze p2operly) to empty out into gods boſome 
whatſoener greucth vs, Confidence bꝛingeth quietnes vnto 
our minds, but ſo that we be exerciſed by pꝛaiers. Therefoze 
ſo oft as we are aſſalted with any teptatio, let vs fly ſtraight 
vato pꝛaier, as vnto an holy ſactuary. e faketh pꝛaiers here 
fo2 deſires oꝛ vowes. He woulde haue them opened vnto god 
thꝛough pꝛaier:as if the faithful ſhould poure out their harts 
befoꝛe the Lozd, when they cõmend themſelues + al their af- 
faires vnto him. They ſceme to be ſomwhat lifted vp, which 
lok hither x thither vnto p vain ſolace of the woꝛld:but there 
is one ſure hauen to reſt vpon, the L oꝛd. / gung of thanks, 
Wetauſe many pzay vato Cod, amiſſe either chiding 02 mur⸗ 
muring as though they hadiuſt cauſe to accuſe him ok, others 
ik he do not ſtraight way grãt their requeſt, can abide no de⸗ 
lay, Therfoze Paule iopneth thanksgiuingw p2aters, as if he 
ſhould ſay, we muſt ſo wich of god thoſe things which are ne⸗ 
ceſſary foꝛ vs, that not withſtanding we ſubmit our affections 
vnto his wil, x that in pꝛaping we giue him thanks. And tru⸗ 
ly thankfulnes wil wozke this in vs, that the wil of god ſhall 
be the chief ſum of our deſires. 7. And the peace of God, Some 
turning the future tenſe into the optatiue mode, do make a 
pꝛaier of this ſentence, but falſip:foꝛ it is a pꝛomiſe wherein 
he ſhe weth the fruit or ür me truſting in god, and of Inuoca⸗ 
tion. Jf you do vᷣ he ſaith: Te peace of god ſpal keepe our minds 
and your harts The ſcripture is wont to diuide the ſoule of ma 
accoꝛding to the powers therol into 2,parts:the mind and the 
hart:the mind ſigniſie the vnderſtanding and the hart the al⸗ 
fections 02 wils:therfoꝛe theſe 2 woꝛds compꝛehend Þ whole 
ſoule,in this ſenſe,the peace of Cod ſhall keepe you, that pou 
fal not from god by euil cogitatiõs oꝛ deſires. And he calleth 
it truly the peace of god, which deptdeth not vp5 the pꝛeſent 
ſight of things, neither doth it change accoꝛding to inclinas 
tivs of the wozld,but is lounded on the cöſtant 4 immutable 
99.4, wozd 
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woꝛd of God. And he ſaith trulp, that it paſeth al vnderſtan⸗ 

ding oz ſenſe , becauſe there is nothing moze contrarxe vnto 

mans wit, than in greateſt diſpaire neuertheleſſe to hope, in 
greateſt pouerty to behold wealth, in greateſt weakenes not 

to faint, finallp, to pꝛomiſe that we ſhall want nothing, whe 

we are deſtitute of all things. And that altogither is in the 
alone grace of god, the which is not known but by the word, 

and the in ward earneſt of the ſpirit. 8. Furthermore. Generall 

exhoꝛtations follow, which appertaine vnto the whole lpfe. 

In the firlte plate he commendeth trueth, whiche is nothyng 
elſe than the integritie of a god conſcience, with p fruit ther⸗ 
ol. In the ſecond place he commendeth grauity oz holines (foʒ 
the wozd » --»ſignifie both) the whiche vertue is placed in 
this, that we walke woꝛthy of our vocation, free from al pꝛo⸗ 
phane vncleanes. In the thirde place he commendetkh iuſtice, 

which pertaineth vnto mutuall communication among men 
v we hurt no man, oꝛ defraud no man. In the fourth place he 
commedeth purity, which ſignifieth chaſtitie thꝛoughout our 
whole life But all theſe things are not ſufficient vnto Paule, 
ercept we ſfudy to make our ſelues amiable vnto all men, as 
much as it is laweull in the Loꝛd, and that we haue regard of 
our god repoꝛt:foꝛ ſo J interpꝛet a-:0pni 4 wares If any praiſe 
foz that which is pꝛaiſe wozthy : fo2 both in the manners of 
men, which are ſo cozrupt,there is ſuch peruerſenes of iudge⸗ 
ment,that oftentimes that thing is commended, which is vi⸗ 
tious : and it is not la włull foꝛ chꝛiſtians to ſ&ke true pꝛaiſe 
among men, who are foꝛbidden to retoyce any other where 
than in God only, Therefoze Paule doth not bid them ſerke 
pꝛaiſe oꝛ commendatis of their god deeds,no2 to frame they: 
life actoꝛding to the iudgement of the people: but only to ſtu⸗ 
dy god wor ks lohich deſerue pꝛaiſe, that the vngodly and the 
eni mies of the goſpell, whiles they deride and diſpzaiſe the 
chꝛiſtians, pet they map be compelled to commend their ma⸗ 
ners. Moꝛeouer the woꝛd % is ſpoken of the Greckes as 
Latines doec gitare fo2 Meditari, that is to thinke foꝛ to me⸗ 
ditate. Meditation goeth befoze,and then the wozke follows 
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eth. 9 Which ye haue learned, receyued, and heard. By this tes 
petition of woꝛds he lignifieth, that he was diligent in pꝛea⸗ 
ching theſe things, as if he ſhould ſay,this was my doctrine, 
this was my tradition, this was my ſpeach among you, Con⸗ 
trarpwiſe, the hypocrites did vzge nothing but ceremonies, 
And it were a ſhamekull thing to fo2ſake that holy inſtituti⸗ 
on which they had thoꝛoughly learned, and where with they 
were almoſt endued. 7e haue ſeene in me. This is the chiefeſt 
thing in a pꝛeacher, that he ſpeake not only with his mouth, 
but with his life, and that be bꝛing credite to his doctrine by 
his vertuous liuing. Therefoze Paule wozthily from thence 
pꝛocureth authozitie vnto his exhoztation , becauſe he was 
no leſſe in his life than in his mouth a captaine and maiſter 
of vertues. And the God of peace. He had ſpoken of the peace 
of God, now he confirmeth it moze expꝛeſſelp, when he pꝛo⸗ 
miſeth that God himlelfe the authoz of peace ſhall bee with 
them. Foz the pzeſence of God bꝛingeth vnto vs all godnes 
whatſoeuer, as it he ſhould ſay, they ſhall perceine that God 
is pꝛeſent with them, who will turne all things to their 
god and pꝛoſperitie, ſo that they apply themſelues fo godly 
and holy wozks, 

10 1 reioyced alſo in the Lord greatly, that now at the laſt your 
care for me. ſpringeth afreſh, of whome alſo ye were mind- 

full, but yee wanted opportunitie. 

11 I ſpeake not becauſe of want, for I haue learned in whatſot- 

| Her ſlate Jam, therewith to be content. 

12 J hnowe both to be humble, and I knowe to excell : cuerie 
where and in all things I am initrufted both to be full and 
fo be hungrie, to abound and to ſu Fer pouertie. 

13 I am able to dos all things in Chriſt who ſtrengthneth me. 

14 Notwithſlanding pee haue done well in communicating vn- 
to mine aſſlictions. 

to 1 revoyced alſo. o he declareth the thankeſulnes of 

his mind to the Phihppians, that they ſhould not repent cf 
— their beneficence, as it is wont fo come to paſſe, when wee 
thinke that dur duties are contemned, oz nothing eſteemed, 

| | N. I, They 
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They had ſent vnto him by Epaphroditus ſuccour in time 
of his neceſſitie, he teſtiſieth that it was a benefite ver ie ac⸗ 
ceptable vnto him, and he ſaith, that he reioiced, becauſe a- 
freſh they were in a new readines to pꝛouide foꝛ him, it is a 
metaphoꝛe taken from tres, whoſe ſap lieth cloſe hidden in 
the winter, and in the ſpꝛing beginneth to flouriſhe , but 
fkraightway adding a coꝛrection, he alſo doth temperate this 
ſaying, leaſt he ſhould ſeeme to accuſe their negligence of the 
foꝛmer time, therefoꝛe he ſaith, that befoze they were alſo 
carefull of him, but the oppoꝛtunitie of the time ſuffered not 
that he was ſoner relceued by their liberalitie, ſo he lapeth 
the fault vpon an vnſit time. J haue referred thys part i«'s 
vnto Paule, and that is the pꝛoper ſignification, and moze a- 
grerable to Paule his text. 11, 7 peake not becauſe of want. A 
ſecond co2rection, whereby he pꝛeuenteth the ſuſpitton of a 
baſe mind and bꝛought lowe by aduerſitie:fo2 he did repozt, 
that his conſtancie and moderation was knowne vnto the 
Pinlippians, vnto whome he was an example of god life, 
there koꝛe he pꝛonounteth that he was ſo chered by their li- 
beralitic,that he could pet patiently endure want, Pouertie 
is here referred to the affection, foꝛ he is neuer pwze in mind 
who is cõtented with his eſtate giuen him of God. He ſaith, 
In whatſoeuer flate 1 am. That is, whatſoeuer mp ellate is, it 
is ſufficient vnto me: wherefo2e 7 fo2 the Saints knowe that 
they ſo pleaſe God, therefoꝛe they do not meaſure ſufficien- 
cie by the plentie of things, but by the will of God, the lohich 
they eſteme aright, becanſe they are perſwaded that theyz 
affaires are gouerned by his will and pzouidence, 12 7 know 
both to be humble. (ere followeth a dilkributio,that his mind 
is capable of either foztune ; p2oſperitie is wont to puffe vp 
mens mindes aboue meaſure, and aduerſitie to caſt them 
downe, from both theſe vices he ſaith he is free, J knowe, he 
faith, to be humble, that is, patiently to ſuffer humilitie, the 
Greeke wozd D is here twiſe put down, but in the firſt 
place it is taken foz to excel, and in the ſecond,foz to abound, 
that they might 9825 relation to their contraries. Ve that 
| knoweth 
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knoweth to vſe his pꝛeſent abundance of things ſoberly and 
temperafely with thankeſgiuing, being ready to reſigne all 
whe it ſhall pleaſe the Loꝛd, t communicating with bis bꝛe⸗ 
thꝛen, accoꝛding to the meaſure of his abilitp, t is not puffed 
vp with pꝛide, that man hath learned to excell and to be ſatiſ⸗ 
fied : an excellent and rare vertue, and kar greater than the 
enduring of pouertie. In learning this knowledge of Paule, 
let all be exerciſed that will be the diſciples of Chꝛiſt, and in 
the meane ſeaſon let them ſo accuſtome themſelues to en⸗ 
dure pouertie, that it be not hard e greenous vnto them, whe 
if ſhall happen that they are depziued of their ſubſtance, 
12 Iam able to do all things in Chriſt, Betcauſe he had boaſted 
bol great matters, leaſt it ſhonld be obiectgd vnto him as an 
argument of pꝛide, 02 leaſt he ſhould giue others occaſion of | 
folith boaſting, he addeth,that he is induced with this ſtrfgth 
from Chꝛiſt: J can, he ſaith, do all things, but in Chꝛiſt, not 
by mine owne vertue, whereby we gather that Chziſt ſhall 
be no whit at all leſſe ſtrong t foꝛcible in vs, if being pꝛiuie 
to our owne weakenes, we ſtay our ſelues onely vpon hys 
vertue. Mhereas he ſaith 4 things, he vnder ſtandeth only 
thoſe things which belong to his vocation, 14 Norwirk5tane 
ding ye haue done well. Bow wiſelie and warely he dealeth on 
either ſide, being cirtumſpect p he incline not to much either 
to this oz to that ſide. By ſetting out his conſtancie, magniſi⸗ 
cally he would beware that y Philippians ſhould not thinke 
that he had fainted vnder his pouertie. Now he taketh heede, 
leaſt by ſpeaking boldly he might ſe&me to haue contemned 
their benefits, which were not only a point of diſcurte ſie and 
confumacy, but euen of pꝛide, t together he addeth, that if as 
ny other of the ſeruants of Chꝛiſt ſhould neede their helpe, 
that they ſhould not be lothfull to ſuccour them. 

15 And yee Philipptans knowe alſo, that m the beg inning of 
te G oſpel „ when J departed from Macedonia, no Ci urch 
co n. muuicated with me con cerniug the matter of giumg 
end receiuing but yee only. 

16 For when I was at T heſſalonica, yee ſeat once and again 

that which was needefull for me, 
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17 Not that I deſire agift, but 1 deſire the ſuite which may 


further your reckoning. 

13 Now I haue received all, and haueplentie I was even filled 
after that I had receyued of 1 that whiche 
came from you, an odor that ſmelleth ſweete, a ſacrifice 
acceptabl eand pleaſant 0 G od. 

19 And my God ſhall fulfill whatſoeuer is ranting vnto youy 

according to lis riches in glorie thorough Chriſt Ieſus. 

20 Ynto God and eur father be praiſe for enermore, amen. 

21 Salute all the Saints in Chriſt Jeſus : the brethren which e 

are with me greete you. | 

22 All the Saints ſalute yen, and eſpecially they which are of 

Ceſars l ouſhold. 

23 The grace of our Lord Je ſus Chrift be with you all. Amen. 

24 Written from Rome by Epaphroditus, 

15 Teeknove. J interpzete that this was added to ercuſe 
bimſelfe, becauſe he had ſo oft reteiued from them, foz if the 
other Churches had perfo2med their duties, he might haue 
ſemed to couefons in taking, thus therefoze by purging 
himſelfe, he commendeth them, and in commending them, 
be modeſtlie ſpareth others. We alſo muſt take hede by the 
erample of Paule, leaſt the godly, whileſt they ſe vs to rea⸗ 
die to take, do woꝛthelp tudge vs vnſatiable : you, he ſaith, 
do knowe, as if he ſhould ſay, if is not neceſſarte that J 
ſhould cite other witneſſes, fo2 pou pour ſelues alſo knowe 
it , foz it off times come to paſſe that he which thinketh 
others to ceaſe in their dutie, ts moꝛe liberall to ſuccour, ſo 
the one is ignoꝛant of the others liberalitie. Concerning gi- 
ving and receiuing, he alludeth vnto the accompts of money, 
whereof there are two parts, the one of receipt, the other of 
expenſe, it is mete that theſe two by a mutuall compenſatt- 
on ſhould be referred vnto an equalitie. Such an accompt 
was agreed vpon betweene Paule and the Churches: when 
Paule miniſtred vnto them the Goſpell, there was a mutu⸗ 
all obligation that they ſhould miniſter vnto him things ne⸗ 
ceſſarie foz this life, as he ſaith 1. Corin. 9, 11. If we be⸗ 
* ſkowe 
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ſtowe vpon you ſpirituall things, what great thing is it if 
you giue vs againe carnall things: therefoze if the other 
Churches had relteued the neceſſitie of Paule, they had gi- 
nen him nothing of their owne, but paide their debt. Foz 
they muff acknowledge that they had receiued the Goſpell 
of him, yet he denieth that they did not that, becauſe they 
ſpent nothing fo2 his ſake, How ſhamefull an ingratitude 
is it, and full of how great vnwoꝛthineſſe, to neglect ſuch an 
Apoſtle, to whome they knew tzey were moze bound, than 
they were able lo pap: Againe, how great was the gentle- 
neſſe of the holy man, to beare their diſcurteſie ſo mildly and 
ſo mekely, that he doth not accuſe them with any bitter 
words. 17 Not that I deſire a gift. Be reieceth againe from 
himſelke the ſiniſter opinion of an immoderate deſire, leaſt 
they ſhould thinke that it were a w2ong inſinuation, as 
though they only ſhould do the dutie of all, and he ſhould a- 
buſe their gentleneſſe, therefoꝛe he teſfificth that he is moꝛe 
carefull fo2 their commoditie, than fo2 his owne. Uihile 3 
receiue any thing, he ſaith of pou, ſo much groweth vnto 
pou. Foz there are many names which ye beare in the 
tables of your accompts, that haue beſfowed any thing vpon 
me. The meaning ok this woꝛd dependeth vpon that ſimili⸗ 
tude of exchange, oꝛ of paping of debts in the affaires of mos 
ney. 18 New I haue receyued all and haue plentie. He affirmeth 
moꝛe erp2ecllely that he hath ſo much as is ſufficient, and he 
adoꝛneth their liberalitie with an excellent teſtimonie when 
he ſaith, that he aboundeth. Mithout doubt it was a meane 
ſumme which they had lente, but with that mediocritie hee 
ſaith, he aboundeth vnto ſatietie: but that is a moze excellent 
commendation of their reward which followeth , when he 
calleth it a ſacrifice acceptable vnto God, and an offering of 
a ſweete (ſmelling ſauour. Foz what better thing can wee 
with foz, then that our bencfites ſhoulde be holy offcrings, 
which God doth recetine at our hands, and with whoſe ſmell 
he is delighted: In like manner ſpeaketh Chziſt, UWhatſoe- 
uer ye haue done vnts one of the leaſt of theſe in my name, 
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ve haue done it vnto me. Matth.25, 40. But the metaphoze 


that that ſame dutie of loue which God commaundeth, is 
not only beſtowed vpon men, but a ſpirituall and holy woz- 
ſhip is perkoꝛmed, euen to God himlelfe, as it is ſaide in the 
Epiſtle to the Hebr. 1 3, 16. with ſuch ſacrifices God ts pleas 
ſed : wo woꝛth our ſlothfulneſſe , that when God doth ſo 
gently inuite vs vnto the honoꝛ of this p2icllhode, and doth 
pat the ſacrifice into our hands: we neither ſacrifice vnto 
him, and thoſe things Which were appointed fo2 holy offe- 
rings, we do not only conſume them on p2ophane vſes, but 
wickedly waſte them on moſt filthy coꝛruptions. Foz the 
aulters wherevpon the ſacrifices of our wealth ought to be 
laide, are the poꝛe and the ſeruants of Chꝛiſt, but they beiin 
neglected, ſome ſpend it on all kind of riot, ſome on glutto⸗ 
| nie, ſome on lecherie, and ſome on building faire houſes, 
x i 19. And my God ſhall fulfill. dome reade, / beſeech my God te 
| fulfill in the optatiue mode, which although I reiect not, pet 
A moꝛe allowe the other reading. Ve calleth God by name 
his God, becauſe he doth impute and acknowledge that it is 
| done to himſelfe whatſoeuer is perlozmed vnto bys ſer⸗ 
= uants, therefoꝛe they Had truely ſowed in the flelde of the 
1 - Lo2d,from whence they ſhould hope foꝛ a certaine and plen⸗ 
5 fifull harueſt: neither doth he only pzomiſe them a reward 
- in the life to come, but alſo concerning the vſe of this pꝛe⸗ 
ſent life, as if he ſhould ſay, thinke not that touching youre 
=_ ſubſtance vou are impoueriſhed, foꝛ God whome J ſerue, 
3 will abundantly ſupply vato pou whatſoener ſhall be ne⸗ 
| | ceſfarie, This part In g/or:e, mult be reſolued into the ad- 
| ' yerbe glo2toullte, magnifically, o: famoullie, but he addeth, 
Thorough Chriſt, in whoſe name euerie thing is acteptable 

onto God which we do. 20 Vut God and our father. It may 

be a generall chankelgiuing, wherewith he concludeth the 
YA | — Epiſtle, oz it map ſpecially be referred vnto the next ſen⸗ 
5 — fence, concerning the liberalitie beſtowed on Paule, fo that 
thße Phi ſuccoured him, he ought fo to thanke them, 

=. that 


of ſacrifices addeth much moment, whereby we are taught 
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that he ſhould nofwithanding acknowledge that ho was 
rel&eued by the mercie of God, 22 All the'Saints ſalute you. 
In his ſalutations he firſt nameth his fellowes, afterwarde | 
all the Saints in generall, that is, the whole Churche of | 
ome, but eſpecially them of Nero his houſhold, the which =, Fs 
is wozthy to be marked, fo2 it is not a common token of e. HZ 
God his mercy, that the Goſpell had pearted into that bot 3 
tomleſſe pit of all wickedneſſe and vngodlineſſe ; and it is 2 2 2 
ſo much the moꝛe maruelous, as the example is rare, 
that holineſſe ſhould raigne in Pꝛinces conrts:wher- 7 - F ed 
as ſome haue coniecured, that Seneca is here note: 
among the reſt, it hath no ſhew ol truth, loꝛ nei⸗ , , , 
ther did he euer at any time by any token , e e AA 
himlelfe a Chꝛiſtian, neythe -- 22, 
he of Cæſar his houſe, bu RI e PERS 
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Faultes eſcaped in the printing. —*, _— 


Fol. 7. line 22, foz they ſhould be thanke full, reade we ſhould 
be thankefull,-- 

Fol. 10. line 15, fo2 in cur bowels, reade in the bowels, 
Jol. 14. line 20. foz in Cai7rum Prætorum, reads in Latine 
Pretorium. 
Fol, eod. lin 11. fo to pꝛoue they lie, reade to pꝛoue their lie. 
Fol. 37. lin 36. ſoꝛ great exaltation, reade ſo great exaltation, 


Fol. 39. line. 1 1. foꝛ in the ſenſe, reade in this ſenſe, . 
Jo. 44. li.i 3. ſoꝛ they gather meate, reade they gather merite. BE 
Fol. 47. line 21. foz that which ſhall be glozious, reade that 
that ſhall be glozious. —— 
Fol.53-line.9,foz becauſe we ſaid, reade pet we ſaid becauſe. 7 5 
Jol. o. line.; 6. fo2 head, reade heart. Le N 


Fol. 64. line. 20. foz liberall, reade literall. 
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